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Bunye’s 2 wishes for Erap: 
Good health, good looks 
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TWO BIRTHDAY BOYS, 
four wishes. 

tf former President 
Joseph Estrada could 
have two wishes as he 


10 Filipinos 
held; body 
parts found 


By Volt Contreras 


AT LEAST 10 FILIPINOS 
have been held by Saudi po- 
lice following the discovery 
of dismembered bodies and 
the disappearance of six of 
their compatriots in southern 
Jeddah, according to the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs. 


The arrested Filipinos were being 
kept incommunicado by investigators 
апа could remain so for up to 60 days 
under Saudi law, the DFA said yesterday 
às it withheld the identities of the sus- 
pects and thatof the missing Filipinos. 

"The suspects and the missing persons 
were initially described in the report as 
being engaged in “illegal lottery, like 
jueteng, financed by some Arabs and 
зоте Filipinas” as well as in the "cell 
phone card business,” he said. 

“Baka nagka-onsehan (They might 
ave scammed each other)," the official 
mused, 

Two of the six missing Filipinos were 
women and included a couple, he 
added. It also appeared that the missing 
persons knew each other. 

CHoP.CHOP| a20 


Lawyer tags 
Abalos poll 
fraud brains 


By Cynthia D. Balana 
and Jerome Aning 


AN ELECTION LAWYER OF THE OPPO- 
sition will file an impeachment com- 
plaint against Commission on Elections 
Chair Benjamin Abalos for allegedly al- 
lowing former Election Commissioner 
Virgilio Garcillano to engage in vote-tig- 
ging during the May 2004 elections. 
Because the Comelec is a constitution- 
al body, its chair and commissioners can 
be removed from office only through im- 
peachment. 
Sixto Brillantes, counsel for former 
Laren ala 
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UN honors RP soldier 
о was killed in Haiti 


By Volt Contreras 


ITS RAINING MEDALS FOR FILIPINO TROOPS 
‘on peacekeeping missions abroad. 

First, the United Nations is giving posthumous 
honors to Army Staff Sgt. Antonio Batomalaque, 
who was killed in a firefight in Haiti on April 14 
Tast year, the Department of Foreign Affairs an- 
nounced yesterday. 

UNHONORS!AIZ 


PATCHES OF GREEN 


‘This mangrove forest somewhere near Hindang and Inops 


underwater life forms. 


NO GANG RAPE IN SUBIC 
Gonzalez: I almost exonerated them 


By Armand N. Nocum 
and Volt Contreras 


JUSTICE SECRETARY RAUL GONZALEZ 
had wanted to dear three of four US 
Marines in the rape of a 22-year-old Fil 
ipino last November but decided against 
ik, fearing a public backlash. 

f almost exonerated them. But I 
didnt, if only to satisfy the mob," Gon- 
zalez told reporters. 

And so, instead of facing rape, 
charges as principals, Marine Lance 
Corporals Keith Silkwood and Dominic 


Duplantis and S/Sgt. Chad Carpentier 
would be charged as accessories in the 
Nov. 1, 2005, incident at the Subic Bay 
Freeport. They face from 6 to 12 years’ 
imprisonment if convicted. 

‘The main suspect, however, Lance 
Cpl. Daniel Smith, would be charged 
with rape for allegedly sexually abusing 
the woman inside a van while on fur 
Tough at the tose of a joint RPUS coun- 
tertezrorism exercise in the Philippines 

Rape has a maximum penalty of life 
imprisonment. 

Gonzalez said he decided to include 


acan in Southern Leyte is always a refreshing si 


Silkwood, Duplantis and Carpentier, 
who were in the van when the alleged 
rape happened, as accessories because 
they did nothing to stop Smith. 

"The fact is that they knew what was 
going on .. and yet they did nothing. 
That makes them accessories,” he said. 

Gonzalez said he also gave weight to 
the admission of the victim that it was 
only Smith who actually committed the 
sexoal assault. 

"There was no gang rape. Itis imposi- 
ble to gang-rape the victim in 30 min- 

GONZALEZ A20 


Spain lauds GMA for commuting death sentences 


Rep. Asistio: 
Iwas a death 


row convict 
By Michael Lim Ubac 


CLAIMING THAT PRESIDENTIAL 
clemency saved his life, a former 
death row inmate, Caloocan Rep. 
Luis "Baby" Asistio, supports the 
decision of President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo to commute all death sen- 
tences to life imprisonment. 

"T was a death row convict be- 
fore 1 became a congressman,” 
Asistio told dzMM reporter An- 
thony Taberna in an overseas 
telephone call from Los Angeles. 
^ He added that he once served 
in the infamous but privileged 
role of a prison "mayor [cell PE 
block leader) during martial law. 
^ Asistio also confirmed the exis- 

RERASISTIOI ALI 


BILIBID-BOUND: Larrañaga n 1999 on board a 
boat from Cebu to Manila and on to death row. 


By Volt Contreras 
and Jocelyn R. Uy 


SPAIN IS THE FIRST FOREIGN GOV- 
‘ernment to laud President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo for her controversial East 
message commuting all death sen- 
tences to life terms. 

‘The Spanish foreign ministry has 
thanked Ms Arroyo for staying the exe- 
cution of Francisco “Paco” Javier Lar- 
табада Gonzalez, who was convicted 
along with six others of the 1997 rape- 
murder of sisters Marljoy and Jacque- 
line Chiong in Cebu City. (See related. 


story on this page.) 

Larrañaga, а scion of the politically 
entrenched Osmefia clan of Cebu, is a 
dual citizen with a Spanish father (for- 
mer pelotari Manuel Francisco Larraña- 
ga) and Filipino mother (Margarita 
Gonzalez), according to the Department 
of Foreign Affairs, which released the 
ministry statement yesterday. 

"The [Spanish] government is 
pleased with the measure of commut- 
ing the death penalty by the President 
of the Philippines, which will benefit 
[Paco Larrafiagal,”" the ОРА said in a 

‘SPAIN АЮ 


No pardon, no parole, no way... 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—DISMAY WAS THE RE- 


Š action of the mother of rape murder 


чї Marjoy and Jacqueline 
Chiong to President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's decision to commute all death 


But Thelma Chiong, national vice 
president of the Crusade Against Vio- 
ence (CAV), said she was not sur- 
prised. She said that she had known 
the President's position on the death 
penalty for a year now, and that she re- 

spected this stance. 
"Thelma said she twice asked Ms Ar- 
NO PARDON. A11 
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| RP braces 
for shock as 


per barrel 


By Christine О. Avendaño 
and Abigail Но 


THE GOVERNMENT IS LOOKING AT | 
measures like improving the public's ac- * 
cess to ethanol and coco-diesel and ex- 
panding the number of gas stations of- 
fering a Pl-discount on diesel fuel to 
public utility vehicles to cushion the im- 
pact of escalating world ой prices on Fil- 
ipino consumers. 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla said 
Cabinet officials expanded yesterday the 
mitigating measures put in place last 
year “in order to address the resurgence 
of high oil prices in the international 
market.” 

RPBRACESIAS 


IN THE KNOW 
Why oil prices are rising 
OIL PRICES RECENTLY HIT HISTORICAL 
highs due to Increasing worries over a sup- 
Dy shortage amia th confit In Nigeria, 
fonslons over rans lor program and 
the anticipated increase In demand inthe 
Unite States during tne summer months. 

To Nigeria, militants demanding ato 
сав gt more benefi rom tal countrys 
energy wealth hav resorted о destroying 
i tacite and Kidnapping foreign oli wark- 
fs, Their actions, which started n mid- 
February, hav ready cut Nigerian produc- 
tion by more than 25 percent, Nigeria is 
Aes’ leading ot exporter and the world’s 
egt largest. 

wines 


LEE SS ATTEND 


ye 


A: 

WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: brome Norm Luzon wil opulence позу costy 
‘Ses и! reno. Sole Mindanao wl hve тоз ey 
hts wh scalerd гапзан nd said funjesarns The 
tell he country wit be pat cond wih ld answers ог 
"олот sty ne ило or evening. 


Second FRO 


“Text us your feedback inquirer news namelagelctymessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


news@inqurercom ph 


NTPAGE 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2006 


meta Manta Pty Саву 
Pat aly 
Party ty 
Pat ty 
er Cy 
Fo ot 
ЕЕ 
pud 


Pat any 
Pany Gour 
Patty Oty 
Pany ty 
ent aks 
БҮ 

в Paty Oy 
yt fue 


Japanese firm 
agrees to pay for | 
Naia 3 repairs 


By Daxim L. Lucas ‘Takenaka is claiming up to 

$100 million in payments from 
the government for the work it 
has done on Naia 3. 

Castañares said бе 
Japanese contractor has not 
been absolved of culpability in 
what the transportation de- 
partment believes is the shod- 
dy quality ofits work. 

“Takenaka is not yet off the 
‘hook until DOTC is satisfied 
with the quality of the repair 
work; Castañares said. 

In addition, he said the DOTC 
wanted to determine whether 
‘Takenaka was grossly negligent 
ос“ there was an attempt to de- 
fraud the government by using | 
substandard materials” 

Despite the dispute, the gov- 
ernment advanced $10 million. 
to the contractor so it would 
finish the work. 

Castañares noted, however, 
that the company seemed to 
have slackened off work after the 
advance payment was made. 

OTC officials called Take- 
naka officials to a meeting last | 
week where the contractor was 
given an ultimatum. 

“Secretary Mendoza threat 
ened to blacklist Takenaka not 
only in the DOTC but also in oth- 
er government infrastructure 
agencies if it can be proven that 
substandard materials were used 
in Майа 3 and [the] Bacolod ait- 
роп,” Castañares said. 

“Зо far, Takenaka has been 
very cooperative in the ongo- 
ing investigation," he said. 


THE JAPANESE CONTRACTOR 
which goverment regulators 
have blamed for the allegedly 
shoddy workmanship in the 
тобед Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport Terminal 3 has 
agreed to shoulder the cost ofre- 
pairs in the faciliy, transporta- 
боп department officials said. 

"Takenaka Corp. has apparent- 
ly done so to avoid the sigma 
and the financial cost of being 
blacklisted by the Philippine gov- 
ernment, said DOTC Assistant 
Secretary Robert R. Castañares. 

"Takenaka has agreed to recti- 
fy the structural defects in Naia 3 
and the new Bacolod airport at 
their own expense, following a 
meeting with Secretary Leandro 
Mendoza, he said. 

Арал from the collapsed ceil- 
ing atthe Naja 3, а goverment 
inspection team also discovered 
cracks in the runway of the Silay 
airport in Negros, Occidental 
‘which Takenaka в ао building, 

"The collapse of a section of 
the Naia 3's ceiling last month 
delayed the new terminal's test 
run which would have been the 
first step in the much-delayed 
opening of the terminal which 
was taken over by government 
after the Supreme Court void- 
ей the contract with Philippine 
International Air Terminal Со. 
CPiatco) consortium. 

Twas Piatco that contracted 
the Japan-based Takenaka to 
build the terminal 
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Arroyo urged to ‘bite 
the bullet on Mayuga 


By Philip C. Tubeza and T] Burgonio 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO SHOULD "BITE THE BULLET" 
and order the full release of the Mayuga Report which the military 
has refused to submit to Congress without her approval, Parañaque 


Rep. Roilo Golez said yesterday. 

Golez, former national security adviser to 
Ms Arroyo, said the President should serap 
Executive Order 464— which bars executive 
Branch officials fom testifying at congres 
sional hearings without the Presidents con- 
Sent—which te military has used to justify ts 
Withholding the report бош Congress 

‘Golez said it would have been “unthink 
able" im previous administrations for the 
med Forces to stand up to Congress and 
_Тейше a request fora copy of any report. 

“РОМА should serap EO 464, respect the 
Constitution, and bite the bullet,” said Golez. 

“put knowing her, she would not до tha 
es survival at ali costs, ike a man in the sink- 
ing Titanic elbowing and kicking women and 
chidren to save himself" he sid 

The report, prepared by a fact-finding board 
headed by Navy Flag-Officer in Command Vice- 
Admiral Mateo Mayuga, eared Army chief Lt- 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon, Southem Command 
dic бел. Gabrie, Habacon, and тешей L- 
eneral Roy Kyamko of accusations that heyen- 
pred in pol aud during the 2004 elections. 


Mines probers miss April 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


THE FACTFINDING COMMISSION CREATED 
by Malacafiang to look into the impact on the 
environment of the Rapu-Rapu Polymetallic. 
Project in Albay has failed to meet its April 10 
deadline to submit its report to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. (See related story on 
Page A19) 

“We are still studying it. We have to put 
things together, it takes time,” Sorsogon Bish- 
ор Arturo Bastes, commission chair, told the 
Iqumtn in a telephone interview yesterday. 

‘Bastes said the fact-finding body would be 
meeting tomorrow and on Friday to consoli- 
date and prepare the report to the President. 

The Rapu-Rapu Fact-Finding Commission 


A fourth general mentioned in the Hello 
Garci wiretapped conversations, retired Brig. 
Gen. Francisco Gudani, was also cleared. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, the chair of the Senate 
committee on national defense which is investi- 
gating the Hello Garci scandal, demanded from 
defense department officials a copy of the report 
‘as well as the statements and affidavits of the 70 
witnesses interviewed by the fact-finding board. 

But Mayuga, who gave the publica summa- 
ту of the report on a government TV station 
last Wednesday, has indicated that the report 
was a "secret document" because of the "con 
denial information” given by witnesses. 

"Thats not acceptable. This isn't about na- 
tional security. This is about the alleged crimi 
nal acts of certain public officials,” said Ві 
zon in a phone interview yesterday. 

aid he was studying what options were. 

open to him on how to compel the military to 
produce the report, hinting that going to 
court might be one such option. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon said the Sen- 
ate could subpoena Mayuga to present the report 


was created by Ms Arroyo through Adminis- 
trative Order No. 145 issued on March 10 to 
probe the mine spill that affected fishing in 
the waters around Rapu-Rapu island after the. 
influential Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
the Philippines took a stand against large- 
scale mining in the country. 

The mine was owned by Lafayette Philip- 
pines Inc, a subsidiary of an Australian min- 
ing company. 

Bastes had earlier said it would be “impos: 
sible" for the panel to meet its April 10 dead- 
line because of the large number of people it 
had to interview and the voluminous docu- 
‘ments it had to review. 

Bastes said he would ask the President to 
extend the deadline by at least one month but. 


itself when Congress resumes sessions on May 
15 after its month-long Lenten recess. 

"Vie can force Vice Admiral Mayuga to submit 
the full report through a subpoena,” he said in a 
phone interview. "The public deserves to know 
the full contents of the report.” 

‘But he admitted that ifthe Palace were to invoke 
EO 464 again, the subpoena would be useless. 

"This brings to the fore the real necessity for 
the Supreme Court to resolve EO 464," he said. 

Malacafang dismissed the critics of the 
whole Mayuga report snafu as “predisposed” 
against the President. 

Tha radio interview, Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita sad that the Mayuga board was only keep- 
ing йз promise to the witnesses not to divulge their 
identiies in exchange for their cooperation, 

Ermita said that some contents of the 
Mayuga report were “treading on national se- 
curity” matters that it was "imperative" to 
keep them from the public. 

“it does not mean they are hiding some- 
thing,” Ermita sad. 

"The problem with the detractors of the 
President is that whenever they think up of 
charges to throw against her and investigate 
them, they are predisposed to think that 
whatever is on their mind should necessarily 
be the outcome of the investigation. If it tums 
ош different, they will claim its a white- 
wash,” said Ermita. With reports from Gil C. 
Cabacungan and Donna Paszibugan 


10 deadline 


һе did not say yesterday if Malacafiang had 
granted an extensio 

“What we have is not yet what is expected 
of us so we need more time to look into the 
impact on health, etc. before we give he final 
recommendation,” Bastes had said. 

The fact-finding team is composed of nine 
technical experts and community representa- 
tives from Albay and Sorsogon. It has been 
conducting stakeholder consultations and 
hearings since last month. 

The group had invited former Environment 
Secretaries Antonio Cerilles, Heherson Al 
varez, Elisea Gozun and Michael Defensor as 
well as current Secretary Angelo Reyes to'a 
hearing butonly Alvarez showed up. With 
Christine 0. Avendaño 


INSPECTION DATES: April 23, 24 & 25, 2006 
INSPECTION & REGISTRATION START ON SUNDAY. 


Lafayette 
vows to do 


good for 
island 


LAFAYETTE PHILIP- 
pines Inc. has lined 
up various projects to 
dramatically improve 


the quality of life in. 
and around Rapo- 
Rapu Island. 
Company chalr 
and president Carlos 
Dominguez ай 
nounced this yestej- 
day adding some 
projects are already 


Being implemented. 
Other projets, He 
sid in а press дањ. 
meng, are in diferest 
stages of preparation 
While some wil goon 
Stream once the coni- 
pany is allowed to 1È- 


sume operations. | 
Dominguez, 
‘whose, managemeit 
team | took over 
Lafayette in mid-Jan- 
чагу, said the compl 
ny is focused on rẹ- 
gaining the trust of 
the host communitids 


FORD 6610 FARM TRACTOR 


$t 


USO CANTER PORTABLE OFFICE 
LWACQUIREDIVERICLE 


and making them rê- 
alize itis sincere in ijs 
efforts to be thelr 
partner in growth 

Lafayette said jt 
expected. to spend 
"bout P320 milliona 
year for із suppli 
including groce 
meat, fish апа offide 
needs, that would He 
locally bought. 

"This is aside бор 
the P10 million a 
year needed to pri- 
Vie the hae 
barangays around ifs 


HONDA ODYSSEY 


FAX NO.: (047) 252-5569 E-MAIL: uasubic@u: 


BLDG. 1455 ARGONAUT HIGHWAY, TEL. NOS: (047) 252-1129 * 252-1155 TO 58 * (02) 920-0810 
SUBIC BAY FREEFORT, PHILIPPINES (02) 711-5270 * CEL NOS: (0917) 7262824 * (0917) 8388094 
jotdns.com * WEBSITE: wwwuasubic.gotdns.com 


mine with free street 
lighting, electricity, 
medical support and 
livelihood projects, 
Dominguez said. " 
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FOR PEOPLE WITH DIABETES, 
FINALLY A TASTY SNACK THAT 
HELPS CONTROL SUGAR LEVELS TOO. 


NUTREN BALANCE HAS BEEN CLINICALLY PROVEN TO: 


4 CONTROL YOUR BLOOD GLUCOSE’ 
4 LOWER YOUR CHOLESTEROL” 


/ HELP DELAY HUNGER BECAUSE 
YOU FEEL FULL AND SATISFIED” 


{ Ask your doctor about Nu : Mercury Drug a 
e enm perci 


” 34 inches, 
', I'm back 
/ into my 
size 27 jeans 
again!" 


"ff Marie France isn't the best yet, then | don't know what. 
is. My bulging post natal tummy is now flat and firm. Those 
{ резку saddlebags and cellulites, which I've had even during 
$^ prepregnancy, have at last quickly disappeared. Thanks to 
Marie France | didn't just get my figure back, | can say 
Š goodbye to my pear-shaped body and hello to a curvaceous, 
sexier mel" 


X. -Dawn Zulueta-Lagdameo 


CALL 
894-BODY (2639) 


"| MAKATI TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG НАМ CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA *TEL:961-298| CEBU • TEL 233-7637 
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RSBS CASE VS GENERAL Corrections 
. DRE US nA INTHE APRIL 12 issue, a front page story—"22 officials join Glo- 
Pr e r 1 inhi 1 n ria in Baguio retreat; 9 abroad"—misstated that Marion Advincu- 
{nis the chair of te National Anti-Poverty Commission. Accord- 
ing to the МАРС structure, President Macapagal-Arroyo is its 
chair NAPC lead convenor or secretary general is Datu Zamza- 
By Nelson E Flores and conectüres" Inevitably, the effect of their Вата saw the need for thein- | min Ampatuan. Advincula is a member of the sectoral council of 
{оеш e ied by атана b, ar the hibition ofhonorable Justice Нег. | people with disabilities, whlch is working with the goverment 
A GOVERNMENT PROSECUTOR his lawyer, Emelita Habcon- very least, to create the impres. nandez,” Turalba said. ve 
A GOVERNMENT PROSECUTOR Ва урн, Api A pated out slon of patty and bias wich Ramil facing 13 counts of | Т YESTERDAYS И ҮЗ yu ago. begun wes he fx 
has opposed the motion fled by Carolee, on Aprl pone’ ош. ule zealously guard against рай, 12 coumes of aan of | Sd а Leo Балу i ae ets 2p CARD $, 1999. 
Pipes fetement and sep. P Сиа G, Hemanden, а o ташап ie. ners a ieu nd onecaseof | itof lethal injection. He died seven years ago, on Feb. 5, 1999. 
Philippines Retirement апа feat member of the Feliciano Gommis- and integrity ofthe cours, aswell estafa in the Sandiganbayan in sk 
ator enema! (et) sion who had reportedly recom- asensurethecold neutrality ofan connection with alleged roma, | IN YESTERDAYS ims, sory on age A2- “Driver to face new 
Вар Gen, Jose Rama Get) Mond a auus prem. impartial judge, smid Ramisealin lous real esareacqistions by | узо have been misspelled the name of the victim's lawyer. 
tice inhibit himself from hearing tion" of all the accused in the RS- his motion, V APE E nitas, ona соіа ау рон, Ere yn crus. activi 
the formers тай, estafa and fal- BS cases. Wu Turalba argued that Pro- gas, during his term as is presi- A 
earner eel and at BSH Commission eet Hernandes wat omiy one Gentin 19961997, IN THE APUL 1з вше, ишү on Page A12 Окту bonom 
матам deobi т а de ies anood ан етану Commie Сателитна неко | утшн нер атаи роде йаш О 
John LC. Turba, in a four-page mutiny instigated by junior mili- sion, a collegiate body. BS paid out P195.85 million to ы Ai = 
John Lc Tura, na ошро mU EET pra among ^ Hé also labeled as unfair acquire 148 parcels of nd. at | Renders pay send тыны сута Ин eras нута 
opposition o АРР-АВЗ head other things, corruption in the Ramiscals assertion that Her. records, however showed the ae, | to te Day Dass PR nas fox Non Chino Roces Av. 
sald the former ATPASES head ойг УШ iment including nander’ presence on the bench tual cost of the land was only | rere Maras tugs c ene PP 9795/74 ета 
seeking the inhibition of Sandi- the AFE-RSBS. could taint "with undue influ- P28.23 million. e opty e ВР м 
sing he inion of Sandi. hand of Profesor ene” any decision reached by Te memor sid wo | кашу ale at en ai pei may sent Loma 
Жаш. Jose R. Hernandez, Hernandez, the honorable Jose, the court desde of sae were drawn | arcom. ph ar fer Nos 09747595704, Atm: Readers Advocate, Her 
ane Juice Jose R Hemani Hermande is disqualified from’. "Whatiemoreinsigungisthe up-ene for P2823 millon amd | mmber ег, өйне Эн 
adding that the ponds Mons presiding over the instant cases. fac that of the 15 accused, only the other for P195.86 million. 


Tax take 


An Appeal to Our People: up 28% 
Actively Participate in the Discussions on for first 
Charter Change quarter 


By Michelle V. Re 
MAKE YOUR VOICE BE HEARD. bapa: ay 
; Р ‘THE BUREAU OF IN 
Charter Change will dramatically if not drastically, change our form of government. But it won't guarantee femal Revenue col 
а better government. It doesn't guarantee national unity. Nor a better life for most Filipinos. ll 
Instead of a President, as we have now, we will have a Prime Minister. Instead of the President, tarat e yous 205 
our leader, being elected directly by the people, the Prime Minister (PM) will be elected by our congressmen the P105 billion col 
Who will now be called Members of Parliament (MPs). The PM himself will be a congressman lected during the 
or MP first before being elected PM. sine period am 
In other words, the people will lose their power to choose their leader directly in a nationwide popular vote. Eos 
The present Senate will be absorbed into the Interim Parliament. pe ee 


The Executive (what we now call the President) and the Legislature (what we now call Congress) ae 
will be virtually one and the same. boosting the chances. 
of the national gov- 


IS THIS WHAT THE PEOPLE WANT? 'emment to further 


trim down its budget 
Yet, up to 12 million signatures are being gathered by Cha-Cha proponents to push Charter Change. se deficit. gy 
This is what is called the People's Initiative. It is being used to amend the Constitution wholesale, . -its Enhanced system 
instead of piece by piece as people's initiative is commonly and legally intended to be. TO c] Revenue unen 


ties attributed the in- 
This is why the Consumer & Oil Price Watch is making this appeal to the people. ereasein colection to 
several revenue-en- 

Make your voice be heard. Make the true will of the people prevail. hancement pro- 

Make our democracy work. For your future. For the people. ees = 


The Cha-Cha proponents want the people to vote on the following, using a single question: MO E 


. Shift from the Presidential to Parliamentary form of government. The present Congress, ze de а 
236 congressmen and those senators who want to join, will be converted into an Interim Parliament Tanne clacton of 
‘until June 30, 2007. The Interim Parliament will set the date of the first Parliamentary the BIR which she 

election to choose the regular members of the regular Parliament in 2010. ре 

The incumbent President, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, and incumbent Vice-President, See ee 

Noli de Castro, will hold office until June 30, 2010 but their roles will be ceremonial as the powers has highe BIR 

will rest with the Prime Minister and the interim members of the parliament. colecions mabe the 

government comfort 

. After 2010, the most powerful person will be the Prime Minister. The РМ shall appoint the able in meeting its 
members of the Supreme Court, Justices and Judges of the lower courts. The PM shall be the к. 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Philippines with the rank of Brigadier General on чы ың 
©г Commodore. The chairmen and commissioners of the Comelec, Civil Service Commissions, wants to reduce its 
and Commission on Audit shall also be appointed by the PM. budget defi o only 

„ Within 10 years after the approval of Cha-Cha, a federal system of government shall be 7146.8 billion lest 
established. The parliament shall provide by law the division of the country into as many р 
“independent states", allocating uniform powers and reserving to the federal government Deficit reduction 
powers on national defense, foreign relations, monetary policies, and other such powers To help meet the 
deemed imperative. е E 


а 
IS THIS WHAT THE PEOPLE WANT? Mets P675.4 
lion for the whole 

We reiterate our appeal to the people. Make your voice be heard. pags 
cal oficials 
„ Do you agree with the 4 transitory amendments stated above? sald the ык: fart 
uarsr collection 
O YES, | agree Tp ion tack to 
C NO, 1 do not agree meet its full-year 
Tenue collection 


. Do you want elections to be held for ALL elective officials under the parliamentary system? e ЕС like- 


O YES, | want elections to be held in May 2007 мк теде i 
E] YES, | want elections to be held іп May 2010 о keer ne 
of the Bureau of Cus- 

Send your answers to our Special Cha-Cha Information Hotline numbers. toms, the second. 


Please include your name, address, barangay, city or province. efor the govern 
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More anti-GMA Pinoys favor Cha-cha, says survey 


By Cyril L. Bonabente, Christian 
V Esguerra and T] Burgonio 


FILIPINOS WHO BELIEVE PRESI- 
dent MacapagabArroyos resig- 
mation would be good for the 
country favor constitutional re- 
form more than those who be- 
lieve the country would fare bet- 
ter if she stayed, according to the 
results of a new survey by Pulse 
Asia. 

Pulse Asia consultant Mario 
Taguiwalo said a national poll 
conducted from Feb. 14 to March 
4 showed that 59 percent of Fil- 
ipinos thought it would be best if 
the President resigned, and 46 
percent of this number also want- 
ed the 1987 Gonstitution 
changed. 

But of the 34 percent of Fil- 
тоз who wanted Ms Arroyo to 
stay, only 36 percent favored 
Charter change, Taguiwalo 
added. 

In short, 27 percent of Filipinos 


wanted both Cha-cha and the 
President’ resignation, while 12 
percent wanted Cha-cha and to 
Jet her stay. 

Of those who wanted the Presi- 
dent to resign, 48 percent were to 
not in favor of Charter change. 
Given the survey's error ma 
of three percentage point 
means there is а statistical y 
tween the anti-GMA who favor 
Cha-cha and the anti-GMA op- 
posed to Cha-cha. 

‘On the other hand, pro-GMA 
Filipinos who favored Cha-cha 
(36 percent) were outnumbered 
by the pro-GMA who disagreed which had earlier voiced alarm 
with it (54 percent) over the timing and manner of 

“The results of the survey were the proposed shift toa parlizmen. 
released as the National Council tary system. 

ОР Churches im the Philippines “We will transform our Easter 
(МССР), an umbrella organiza- prayers into acts that will fru 
tion ofvarious Protestantdenom- trare any attempt, Charter 
inations, added its voice to the change included, that will jeopar- 
growing opposition to the Mala- dize the freedom, sovereignty 
cañang-backed move to amend 
the Constitution through a peo- 


ple’ initiative 
"What good would a ch 
in the Constitution do wh 
process is clearly wrapped in 
nda of.. those who wan 
urther 
selves in pow 


rpetuate them- 


he legitime 
the NCCP said 
in a statement titled “Not at 
This Time, Not for the Wrong 
Reasons." 

The NCCP said it shared the 
position of the Catholic Bishops 


Conference of the Philippines, choice.” 


and welfare of the Filipino peo- 
ple,” itadded. 


Searching for the American Dream? 
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Like the Catholic bishops, the 

rotestants said they were not 
against constitutional reform but 
were concerned that it was being 
done “at a time when the grim 
spectre of a more authoritarian 
rule seems to loom in the hori- 


Veanwhile, the Liga ng mga 
angay sa Pilipinas announced 
as mounting a pub- 


Charter change in all of the coun- 
туз 42,000 barangays to enable 
people to make an “informed 


the same statement, the S: 


day offensive in Mindanao, 
where the Confederation of Min- 
danao Governors and Mayors 
headed by North Cotabato Gov. 
Manny Piñol had already an- 
nounced its support. 

At least 10 senators led by Ma- 
jority Leader Francis Pangilinan 
ате conducting their own infor- 
mation drive to raise public 
awareness of the issues involved 
in having the Constitution 
amended. 

Pangilinan kicked off the 
Senate's campaign in a meeting 
with local officials in General 

tos and Davao cities last 
Monday. 


“1t is not that we oppose Char- 
ter change per se, but we oppose 
the manner in which they are 
proposing how we are to under- 
take it,” Pangilinan told reporters 
at the Senate yesterday. 

In his talks with local officials, 
the senator said he learned that 
the administration's claims that 
the clamor for Charter change in 
the countryside was overwhelm- 
ing were inaccurate. 

"Contrary to what they are say- 
ing, the people in General Santos, 
Davao City and other parts of the 
country don't know where the 
clamor for Charter change is 
coming from,” he said. 
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Court grants Beltran plea for transfer to another hospital 


"ect ' adf s READY-FOR OCCUPANCY 


DETAINED PARTY-LIST REP CRISPIN BELTRAN 


Stored a partial legal vietory after a Makati h 15% DOWNPAYMENT 


tours rand his appel to be moved to a ei 
Saot e choice provided he shouldered alle 
pene and the Pid poine National Police said 
eee tt i ved allow the transer as 
Te Rove pe Ь А = 
ela, 7, has been held at the PNP Gen- С be 
eral Hospital in Camp Crame shortly after his з j T ? “аы, d 
arrest on rebellion charges in the wake of i 2 i 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's proclamation m £a UÜteicurs 
ofa sateofnationiemergnc ая February 8 afe - [^ x 
Sá pending Бете Judge Jenny Lin xd 'OtIDHOUSes 
idee Delonte of he Makati Regional Trial Md NN E EI MANCA. QUETON CY 
бошт Branch 137 were вапат pleadings aes | ‚ QUEZON с! 
ta beveled Кош detention and forthe dle. ў (ADJACENT TO ST, LUKE'S MEDICAL CENTER) 
missal of the charges against him. The ruling 2 
ао 2 
Saa amod jast Monday 
RES amay lal aap aeaa FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALI 
то doro а orog checkup at his 
own expense. But before he could be trans- 416-5377 / 0916-2342663 
тей, e wil veto submit a written man- 
feram detailing where he would be trans- 
fered and what Kind of reaument he would 
dese" said Ауу Sato, one of Beans Я 
lawyers. ге اا‎ es 
"e detained legislator had asked the cout | — [ox C AER pros e] 
aiiis em | acute oue] 


cal facii saying he and his doctors feared a re- 
rence of zoe he suffered ast year in light 
isses condition under detention. 

"I there is an order from the court, the 
Philippine National Police wil yield and obey 
that orden” said PNP spokesman Senior Supt. Match & W 
Samuel Pagdilao. He added that Beltran ate in 
would remain under police custody if the 
Courts order simply involved a transfer to an- 
other medical facil P1 Q 0 © О О 

їп а statement issued by Bela office, П П 
the legislator sald he hoped thatthe court 
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Wednesday, April 19, 2006 
Octave of Easter; Wednesday 
1stReading: ‘Acts 3:1-10 
Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 

Wo disciples of Jesus were going to Em- 
maus, a vilage seven miles from Jerusalem, 
and they talked about what had happened. 
While they were talking and wondering, J 
Sus come up and walked with them, but their 
р were he and thy did not recognize 

Не asked, “What is this you are talking 
about? The two stood stil, ooking sad. Then 
fone named Cleophas answered, "Why, it 
Seems you are the only traveler in Jerusalem 
‘who doesn't know what has happened there 
these past few days.” And he asked, "What is 

‘They replied, "It is about Jesus of 
Nazareth. He was a prophet, you know, 
mighty in word and deed before God and the 
people. But the chief priests and our rulers 
Sentenced him to death. They handed him 
Over to be crucified, We had hoped that he 
‘would redeem Israel. 

IE is now the third day since all this took 
place. It is true that some women of our 
roup have disturbed us. When they went to 
the tomb at dawn, they did not find his body; 
they came to tell us that they had seen a vi- 
sion of angels who told them that Jesus was 
alive. Some friends of our group went to the 
tomb and found everything Just as the wom- 
en had said, but they did not see him." 

He said to them, "How dull you are, how 
slow of understanding! You fail to believe the í б 
message of the prophets. Is it not written that Calling all Citibank credit cardholders. 
ачыра Now, you can be instant millionaires! More matching digits, more cash! 
ing through the prophets, he explained to 
them everything in the Scripture concerning 7 
E T * Every single receipt of at least P1,000 charged to your Citibank КИЛИ 
EU sabati eb credit card gives you a chance to Match and Win P1,000,000. | resit cara number " "Win stent rie 
they prevailed upon him, "Stay with us, for Just match the last 6 digits of your Citibank credit card number | 4539 1234 5ef8 3000) j 12516-49: P 1,000,000 


ight comes quickly The day is now almost With the 6-digit approval code on your sales slip. | a539 2222 E Last S-igts P10,000 
poo) 


blessing, broke it and gave each a piece. 
"Then their eyes were opened, and they rec- 
ognized him; but he vanished out of thelr 
sight. And they sad to each other, "Were not 
our hear ied with ardent yearning when CITKspace>LAST 10 DIGITS OF YOUR CREDIT CARD NUMBER/ 
е was talking to us on the road and explain- 
ing ihe Scriptures?” : 6-DIGIT APPROVAL CODE/TRANSACTION DATE(MMDDYY) 
“They immediately set out and returned ro 
Jensen: There they fund the leven and and send to 29768 
"hir companions gathered, together They 
were greeted by these words: “Yes, it s true, 
the Lord is risen! He has appeared to Simoni" With or without a match, you also get a chance to win P1,000,000 In the Grand Draw! 
Mu рее cod i iad er a m hist text CITspace?LAST 10 DIGITS OF YOUR CREDIT CARD NUMBER/6-DIGIT APPROVAL CODE/ 
о ووو ت ما‎ д TRANSACTION DATE(MMDDYY) and send to 29768 for a chance to win P1,000,000 at the гае! 
Commentary 
isa marvelous week hearing the vastly dif- 
rent accounts of the disciples seeing the Risen 
pri reckoned Keep using your Citibank credit card from now until July 31, 2006 for a chance to be a millionaire! 
comes through those who believe and carry the Call 995-9999 or visit www.citibank.com.ph for details. 
risen Lord within them. Peter gives what he 
has: belief and memory. And Ceophas and his 
wife are brought back to lfe with he Scriptures 
in the mouth of Jesus, bringing them under 
sanding and hope once agin. it is passed on 
фу word of mouth: word, story, memory, hope, 
lie and just the telling of the story summons 
Ife back into their hearts and flesh. We must 
teli the story in community and stay alive în the 
Risen lord. 
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RP, Korea to mark 55th year of Battle of Yuldong 


i THEPHILIPPINES AND SOUTH KOREA WILL 
mark on Saturday the 55% anniversary ofthe 
“Battle of Yuldong,” the most famous of the 
many victorious battles fought by Filipino sol- 
ders during the Korean War (1950-55) 

South Korean Ambassador Hong Jong Ki and Lt. 
Gen, Hermogenes Esperon, commanding general of 
the Philippine Army wil be бе guess of bonor dur- 
ingthe7 a.m. event at the Lbingan ng mga Bayani. 

"They will be joined by veterans belonging 
to the five Battalion Combat Teams (CTS) 
that comprised the Philippine Expeditionary 
Fores to Korea (Рано). Over 7,000 Filipino 

; soldiers served in Korea from 1950 to 1955 

The Philippines suffered some 700 casual- 

Jes in helping save South Korea from con- 
quest by communist North Korea and China. 

‘About 100 of these casualties were incurred in 
the bloody Yuldong barde by the 10th BCT, the 


900 men of the 10th BCT withstood the assault 
of the Chinese 12th Army in a savage night that 
saw the Filipino lines remain unbroken. 

‘Chinese casualties were in the thousands and the 
10th BCTS succesful defense stalled the advance of 
the Chinese 12th Army and its 40,000 men. 

‘An account of the Philippines participation 
in the Korea War can be found at www geoci- 
ties.com/peftok, a website written by Art Vil- 
lasanta, son of the late Korean War orrespon- 
dent Johnny Villasanta. 

‘Welcoming the guests will be the officers of 
the Peftok Veterans Association Inc. (PVA) 
led by its president, Brig. Gen. Bienvenido 
Castro (ret). РУА1 is the only association of 
Filipino Korean War veterans, less than 3,000 
of whom remain alive today. 

Maj. Max Young (ret), president of PVAS 
10th BCT chapter, will deliver the welcome 


Koreans will lay wreaths at the graves of Fil- 
ipinos killed in the Korean War. 

"The Battle of Yuldong is closely linked with 
the names of Capt. Conrado Yap and 1st Lt. 
Jose Artiaga, the two officers who died at Yul- 
"dong. Artiaga died leading his platoon of 17 
men while Yap was killed in the attempt to re 
trieve the bodies of Artiaga and his men. 

Castro said Battle of Yuldong represents the 
many battles fought by Peftok in the Korean 
War Peftok was undefeated in all its major bat- 
Чез against the North Koreans and Chinese. 

‘Among these Flipino victories were the 
Battles at Karhwagol by the 20th BCT; the 
Battle of Arsenal by the 19th BCT and the Bat- 
tie of Christmas Hill by the 14th BCT. 

Peftok consisted of the 10th BCT; 19th BCT; 
‘20th BCT; 14th BCT and 2nd BCT. Peftok served 


Filipino war veteran 
sues US for benefits 


THE FIRST EVER COM- 
plaint of a Filipino World 
War П veteran for unpaid 
benefits as a soldier under 
US command has been filed 
їп the US Court of Federal 
Claims against the govern- 
ment of the United States. 
Rodrigo B. Ramos, a na- 


Citing six allegations of vi 
olations of presidential 
proclamations, orders, di- 
rectives and other statutes 
concerning the payment of 
salary, allowances and privi- 
leges, Ramos asked that the 
defendant United States of 
‘America grant him pay back 


‘under the United Nations Command, a coalition. 


о tive of La Union, had appar- 
of 21 counties led by the United States. 


ently become weary of the 
long wait for US legislation 
to correct the infamous 
Rescission ‘Act of 1948, 
which deprived Filipino sol 
diers who fought alongside 
‘American counterparts of 
equal benefits and privi 
leges. 

Ramos, now 80, fought as 
a constabulary and later a 
2 gerrilla recognized by the 
Us Army. during the WWI. 
Later, he enlisted in the US 
Navy. He filed the suit last 
November. 


in the amount representing 
the difference berween what 
he actully received during 
World War land what was 
mandated bythe primary ba 
Sie pay statute in existence 
ft the time of their induction 
into the US Armed Forces, 
pie interest and attorneys 

amos also demanded that 
he be recognized as а US cit 
zen by bith since he sid he 
жаз бот in the Philippines 
uring the period that the 
Philippines was a United States 
possession. 


itin the Korean War The address. Veterans, their families and South 
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RP braces for shock .. 


From page Al 


Ой prices broke new ground above $71 а 
barrel on Monday owing to mounting tensions 
over Iran's nuclear ambitions, fears of US gaso- 
line shortages and rapid economic growth in 
China. (See In the Know below) 

"Brent North Sea crude closed at $71.46 a 
barrel, That was up 89 cents from Thursdays 
closing level in London, and just off а new 
high reached earlier Monday of $71.62. 

in New York light sweet crude for May de- 
livery surged $1.08 from Thursday to close at 
$70.40 a barrel, testing levels not seen since 
last summer, 

Crude prices had last set a record in New 
York of $70.85 on Aug. 30, after Hurricane 
Katrina hammered ой production facilities in 
the US Gulf of Mexico region. 

Dubai crude, che benchmark for fuel prices 
im the country, surged to a record high of 
$64.7 a barrel on Monday, boosting the April 
average to $62.36 from $57.82 in March. 

Unleaded gasoline is now sold at $83.50 а 
barrel and diesel at $86.48 a barrel, according 
to Lotilla. 


Prices to persist for a month 

“While we are hoping that this will be a 
temporary phenomenon, nevertheless we 
have to prepare for any eventuality that it will 
persist for a month or two or longer” the en- 
ergy secretary said. 

Th a statement, the Department of Energy 
(DOE) said President Macapagal-Arroyo had 
ordered government agencies to look for 
Ways to make the surging oll prices more 
bearable for Filipinos. 

"The DOE is pushing oil Arms to increase the 
number of gas stations offering Pl-alter 
diesel discounts to the public transport sector. 

At present, there are 366 gasoline stations 
all over the country that offer such discounts, 
Jncluding 194 in Metro Manila, 49 in North- 

em Luzon, 59 in Southern Luzon, 23 in the 
E Visayas and 41 in Mindanao. 


Other measures 

Other mitigating measures include: 

‘© Promoting the use of autogas (LPG) 
among taxi fleets and private vehicles to spur 
more gas stations to offer the fuel. 

ө Reducing temporarily the import tariffs 
slapped on crude and refined petroleum 
products. 

* Planting of Jethropha whose seeds can 
bea source of biodiesel. 

Ms Arroyo has given the Philippine Nation- 
al Oil Corp. (PNOC) the go-signal to enter in- 
to joint ventures with military camps in order 
to promote the planting of Jethropha. 

PNOC Energy Development Corp. has al 
ready earmarked P1.6 million for planting Ja- 
tropha in its geothermal reservations. 

The Jatropha Propagation Project, being 
undertaken in cooperation with the Dacon- 
короп Producers Cooperative Marketing As- 
sociation and 01 Oils Asia Pacific Inc., aims to 
determine the agronomic requirements of the. 
Jatropha species in the Philippines. 


Substitute for diesel 

PNOC-EDC said the plants 37-percent oil 
content could be used as a substitute for 
diesel fuel. 

Tnitially, che Jatropha plant will be planted 
оп a S-hectare property in Kabankalan City, 
Negros Occidental. 

Lotilla said the President also directed the 
Department of Finance, the Bureau of Inter- 
nal Revenue and the Bureau of Customs to fi- 
тайге the revenue guidelines for the importa- 
tion of ethanol, a biofuel that has sugarcane, 
corn or cassava as raw materials. 

"Because at current prices, ethanol can also 
bring down the pump price of gasoline when 
this is blended with gasoline," the energy sec- 
retary said. 

‘To jump-start the country’s bio-ethano! fuel 
program, the President on July 22, 2005 is- 
sued Executive Order No. 449, which would 
reduce the tariff on bio-ethanol imports from. 
10 percent to only 1 percent. 

Covered. by the tariff reduction are bio- 
ethanol imports that would be used for the 
governments Fuel Ethanol Program, as duly 
certified by the DOE. 

Since the issuance of the EO, however, the 
government had yet to issue its implementing 
rules and regulations, 

Local ethanol production is not expected to 
start until 2007. 


Compressed natural gas 

Лоа said the Cabinet also agreed to re- 
view further the provisions of the proposed 
biodiesel law to determine incentives can be 
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given to vehicles, which can run on gasoline. 
blended with 10 percent ethanol. j 

‘Another alternative transport fuel that the! 
government is pushing is compressed natural] 
gas (CNG). | 

"The DOE said the Cabinet would ask thé 
Shell group to proceed with the commercial 
operation of its mother-daughter stations in 
the country. 

Safety issues continued to prevent Shell 
Philippines Exploration BV (SPEX) and Pilip- 
inas Shell Petroleum Corp. from starting co 
mercial operations of their mother-daughter 
CNG refilling stations, based on the two firms’ 
own assessments. 

Mario Marasigan, DOE energy utilization 
and management bureau director, earlier said 
that the Shell group should submit by the end 
of the month a crucial report that would pave 
the way for the start of operations of CNG-fed 
buses on the Batangas-Manila-Batangas route. 

He related that the DOE had already com- 
pleted its own inspections of Shells mother- 
daughter CNG refilling stations, but it had yet to 
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receivea formal report from the Shell Group. 

The results of Shell's own tests on the 
mother-daughter stations, which would have 
to be submitted to the DOE for concurrence, 
were crucial to the start of commercial opera- 
tions ofthese stations, he said. 

Ms Arroyo also ordered PNOC to explore 
alternative arrangements with other private 
investors for the construction of additional 
‘mother-daughter stations. 


Cost-cutting 

im the power sector, the goverment, 
through the National Power Corp. would be 
implementing stringent cost-cutting mea- 
sures, with particular emphasis on using less 
oil-based power plants and shifting to those 
that ran on fuels such as hydro, geothermal 
and natural gas. 

Та the March 5-11 period, the country's 
generation mix showed an increased use of 
Tenewable energy at 26 percent in Luzon, 
89.3 percent in the Visayas, and 83 percent in 
Mindanao. With a report from AFP 
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До — 28 
Filipinos 


WHILE MOST FILIPINOS BELIEVE GOOD EN- 
glish communication skills lead to better job op- 
portunities, national proficiency in English has 
declined over the last 12 years, a recent nation- 
wide survey by the Social Weather Stations 
showed. This is compared to previous SWS sur- 
weys in December 1993 and September 2000. 
"The March 2006 survey showed that two out 
of three Filipino adults (65 percent) understood 
spoken and written English, while about half (48. 
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percent) said they could write in English. A third 
(32 percent) said they spoke English, while 27 
percent said they thought in English. Some 14 
percent said they were not competent in any way 
‘when it came to the English language. 

n the 1993 and 2000 surveys, three of four 
Filipino adults said they understood spoken and 
written English. Three of five said they could 
write in English, while more than half said they 
spoke English. Two-fifths said they thought in 

English while only 7 
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way when it came to the language. 

The March 2006 survey also found that 
more than half of Filipinos (68 percent) 
agreed that developing good English commu- 

tion skills opened up better job opportu- 
nities for them. Net agreement was high: 
Metro Manila and the rest of Luzon, in urban 
ather than in rural areas, among th 
rather than the lower classes, and among 
those who had more education. 

Selfassessed English proficiency was higher 
in Metro Mania than in other areas, in urban 
rather than rural areas, among upper than lower 
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English proficiency waning, says survey 


lasses, among younger than older age groups, 
and among those with higher education 

"The personal use of English had likewise 
declined in March 2006 compared to Septem- 
ber 2000, with 19 percent saying they had al- 
most no use for the English language, com 
pared to 10 percent in 2000. 

‘The SWS Survey for the First Quarter of 
2006 was conducted on March 8-14 with 
face-to-face interviews of 1,200 adults divid- 
ей into random samples of 300 each in Metro 
Manila, the rest of Luzon, the Visayas and 
Mindanao, with a sampling error margin of 
plus or minus 3 for national percentages and 
plus or minus 6 for area percentages. 

“The survey results were released a day af- 
ter President Macapagal-Arroyo advised 
schoolteachers to watch the American chil- 
dren's educational TV show "Sesame Street” 
to relearn the basics ofthe English language, 
during her visit to the National Educators 
‘Academy of the Philippines on Monday. 

Тһе latest survey was commissioned by the 
Promoting English Proficiency (PEP) Project 
(wwnpromote-englishorg), an initiative of the 
‘American Chamber of Commerce of the Philip- 
pines and the Makati Business Club, with funding 
from Philip Morris Philippines Manufacturing Inc. 

"The additional question on English profi- 
ciency and job opportunities was broached by 
the European Chamber of Commerce of the 
Philippines (ECCP) and EON The Stakeholder 
Relation's Firm's English is Cool campaign 
(wwveenglish-is-cool.org), co-sponsored by 
the Joint Foreign Chambers of Commerce. 

Тог inquiries on the РЕР project, the PEP 
secretariat may be reached at tel. 885-7867, 
ext. 485, or e-mail pepQsun.com.ph. In- 
quiries on the English is Cool campaign may 
be coursed through the ECCP office at tel 
759-6680 or info@englishis-cool.org, Kate 
Pedroso, PDI Research 
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Students, 
teachers 
told: Shun 
‘Taglish’ 


AS A RESULT OF THE: 
Social Weather ба. 
tions survey showing а} 
decine in English pro- 
fidency among Fi- 
ipinos the Department 
of Education is di- 
couraging teachers and 
studens бот using 
“Taglish but instead to 
speak corect English 
inside as well as out- 
side фе classroom. 
Gee story at ей) 

Тері Ofcerin 
Charge Fe Hidalgo said 
the use of Taglish had 
contributed to the de- 
dine in English prof- 
беку among РЇ 
ipinos, pointing to the 
recent SWS survey 

She said leaming 
correct English would 
make Filipinos biin- 
gual and increase their 
chances of making itin 
a globalized worl 

But she said the na- 
tional language must 
notbe ignored. 

“1 dont think our 
rational language 
[should] take a back 
seat because our own 
language is very im- 
portant" Hidalgo sa. 

The survey wis 
commissioned by the 
Promoting English 
Proficiency (PEP) pro- 
jex of the American 
Chamber of Com- 
mere in the Philip- 
pines and the Makati 
Business Club. 

But believing that 
two languages were 
beter than one, а 
multinational cooper- 
ative yesterday kicked 
off а fveyear cam- 
paiga for bilingualism, 
Which seeks to pro- 
moe Engish prof 
ciency without under- 
mining the vemacular. 


“English is Cool” 
Aiming to stip En- 
glish of ts elitist doak, 
the European Cham- 
ber of Commerce of 
the Philippines (ECC) 
and EON The Stake- 
holder Relations Firm, 
launched "Engish is 
Cool" а campaign to 
encourage the Flipino 
youth t "supersize 
your opportunites” by 
fiuently speaking, 
wing and even 
thinking in English. 
"The campaign is 
not about English ver 
sus Tagalog (Filipino), 
but that two is bener 
than one. Knowing two 
languages offers bener 
job oppomunides. We 
ае in dis campaign 
because we believe its 
time to reinvest in de- 
veloping English. I is 
the competitive advan- 
tage of the Phlip- 
pines" said Henry, 
Schumacher, ECCP ex- 
ecutive vice president. 
The campaign, a 
dick away on its web- 
зше wwwenglish 
coolorg, is backed by’ 
the Ayala Young Lead- 
ers Congres, the Busi- 
mess Processing Asso- 
ciation of the Philip- 
pines, PER Hands on 
Manila and Far East- 
em Universi 
“English i the lan- 
guage of the world, of 
Business, the Intemet, 
even government ex- 
ams .. The word has 
become a very small 
global vilage, and as T 
always tel our st 
dents, they were bom , 
into the language and 
they should not throw 
it away" said FEU 
president Lydia Balat- 
[or 
Within а fiveyear 
period, the campaign 
feels to "reverse the 
decine in national En- 
gish proficiency” by re- 
Virg ks usage among 
the youth and those, 
around them, and pro- 
moting the language as 
“a valueadding skil 
that is available to ev- 
eyane.” Tarra V Quis- 
mundo, Alcuin Papa. 
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Lawyer 


From page Al 


Sen. Loren Legarda in her elec- 
ion protest against Vice Presi- 
dent Noll de Castro, said Abalos 
knew all along what Garcillano 
was doing to ensure the victory of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo and 
De Castro. 

"Garcillano was not the princi- 
pal author of the cheating, It was 
Abalos ай along. Garcillano 
served only as the point man," 
Brillantes told the qune in a 
phone interview. 

He said the vote-tigging opera- 
tions were uncovered through 
the "Hello Garc tapes, which 
supposedly contained wire- 
tapped conversations between 
the President and Garcillano, 

Abalos said he was studying 
the possibility of filing a libel or 
slander case against Brillantes, 

"He must face the case and if 
he has the evidence to back up his 
accusation, he better reveal it. 
Otherwise, if he can't prove his 
claim, he will be liable,” Abalos 
said over dzMM radio. 


Destabilization 

Abalos said the resurrection of 
the accusations against the elec 
tion body was part of the “desta 
bilization” plot of Ms Arroyo's op- 
ponents. 

The opposition has claimed 
that Ms Arroyo directed Сакі. 
Jano to ensure that she get a wi 
ning margin of at least 1 million 
Votes over movie actor Femando 
Poe Jr. Ms Arroyo has denied 
stealing the presidential election. 

Те alleged cheating was 
among the issues contained in the 
impeachment complaint the oppo- 
sition fled against Ms Arroyo last 
Year The administration-dominat- 
d House of Representatives, how- 
res quashed the complaint. 

Under the Constitution, im- 
peachment proceedings against 
the President can be initiated on- 
ly once a year 

Brillantes said he was advised 
by House Minority Leader Francis 
Escudero to initiate the impeach- 
ment of Abalos in July in time for 


tags Abalos election frau 


the filing of another impeach- 
ment complaint by the opposition 
against the President, because 
the two cases were connected. 


letters 

Brillantes said he had written 
Abalos "six times already" asking 
him to resign, to no avail. 

‘The first time he wrote Abalos, 
“Brillantes said, was when the Com- 
elec chair confirmed the statement 
of lection lawyer Romulo Macalin 
tal and Presidential Adviser on Po- 
litical Affairs Gabby Claudio that Ms 
‘Arroyo had won the presidental 
‘election based on the Comelec copy 
of the votes even before Congress 
had started canvassing the votes for 
President and Vice President. 

Abalos had always maintained 
that he based his announcement 
оп the Comelecs canvassing of 
election retums (ERs) for the sena- 
torial slate, which also contained 
the results for the presidential and 
vice presidential tallies. The ERS 
were based on precinct tallies. 


Unprecedented 
Brillantes said what Abalos did 
was unprecedented. "In the coun- 
ty’ election history, ло Come 
ай bas ever announced the re- 
Sult of the presidential race be- 
Fore the canvass by Congress even 
began; Comelec never had a say 
inthe presidential canvass” 
Since his premature declara- 
tion, Abalos said he had found 
himself inthe eye ofa storm. 
What did was only to back up 
the legitimacy of the President, 
‘whom Congress, not Comelec, pro- 
claimed the winner," he said. 


Free hand in Mindanao 

Abalos, who has consistently 
aimed that Garcillano acted 
alone and that the latter's alleged 
illegal acts never affected the out- 
come of the election, challenged 
Brillantes and other Comelec 
ies to file a case in the election 
body or in court. 

Brillantes said Garcillano was 
given a free hand in Mindanao, 
especially in the Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim Mindanao (AR- 
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MM) where cheating was report- 
ed to have been most widespread 
and massive. 

“Garcillano can't have manipu 
lated the election all by himsel 
Abalos claimed he did nothing 
‘wrong but the fact that he al- 
Towed Garcillano to do ashe liked 
in Mindanao makes him (Abalos) 
equally guilty” he sai 

"The lawyer recalled that short- 
ly after Garcllano’s appointment 
in early 2004, Abalos named him 
commissioner in charge (CIC) of 
Central Mindanao (which cov- 
ered the ARMM because there 
was no ARMM regional office at 
the time) 

As election day neared and be- 
cause of the protest of Sen. 
Aquilino Pimentel Jc, Abalos re- 
assigned Garcillano as CIC of the 
Southern Tagalog and Bicol re- 
gions. 

Brillantes said Abalos desig- 
nated himself CIC of Mindanao 
butGarcillano was also made СІС 
for administrative matters, thus 
giving the latter power over Com- 
elec and Comelec deputized per- 
sonnel in Mindanao. 

‘Moreover, Abalos was also CIC 
of the National Capital Region 
and his duties as chair confined 
him to Metro Manila. 

"Thus was Garcillano able to 
dictate the conduct of the elections 
in Mindanao as evidenced by the 
phone calls he made {that were al- 
Jegedly recorded] in the Hello Gar- 
cî tapes and it was impossible that 
‘Abalos did not know about this,” 
Briliantes said. 


‘Transfer of Gudani 
‘The lawyer: 

fluence was evident 

of Marine Brig. Gen. Francisco Gu- 
dani, who was suddenly removed 
from his post as head of security 
for the two Lanao provinces on 
May 12, when the canvassing was 


cillano’s action but said the com- 
missioner did it on his own 

‘out prior approval from the Co 
elec en benc. He said Gudani vio- 
ated a regulation prohibiting the 


reassignment of government рег. 
sonnel during the election peri- 
od. 

Brillantes said Abalos's alleged 
complicity in the election irregu- 

reason the Com- 
lecs own investigation of the 
"Hello Garci” scandal remained 
tobe concluded. 

‘The lawyer also echoed the po- 
litical opposition’s contention 
that the certificates of canvass 
һәй been tampered with. He said 
the ERs would prove that cheat 
ing took place. 

“IF they had not been doctored 
yet, the original ERs that are in 
the Comelec's possession would 
show the discrepancies,” Bril- 
Jantes said. "Those ERs are now 
the best evidence we have of the 
cheating” 

Legarda said there was no 
question that both the presiden- 
tial and the vice presidential con- 
tests were marred by fraud. 


Legarda said ABS-CBN's exclu- 
‘on how election doc- 

the custody of 

Congress were tampered with 
last year provided additional 


The tape, which the TV net 
work aired last night and on Holy 
Wednesday, featured an inter- 
view with people who claimed to 
have personal knowledge of the 
video, which detailed how gen- 
uine election returns were sul 
tured with fake documents right 
оп the premises of the House of 
Representatives. 

Legarda described the switch- 
ing of ERs as a “brazen cover-up” 
of election irregularities. 

She said the video supported 
empirical evidence showing that 
the Lanao del Sur ERs, which 
came from Congress, had been 
falsified and substituted for the 
real documents as part of а 
scheme to rob the nation of its 
true, duly elected leaders. 


Whitewash 
Reacting to Speaker Jose de 
Venecia's statement that a House 


investigation yielded no evidence 
of ER tampering, Legarda said: 
"That was а whitewash because 
the empirical evidence was the 
switching of election returns in 
the ballots.” 

She said the figures on the re- 
turns from the ballot boxes that 
"were earlier placed under the 
custody of the House of Repre- 
sentatives were different from 
the carbon copies of the returns 
intended for the Comelec and the 
National Citizens’ Movement for 
Free Elections. 

Brillantes agreed with Legar- 
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d brains 


da, saying 'UDV does not know 
anything about it but if he said 
that there is no evidence of 
switching, then I would say that 
һе might be in on the conspiracy" 


Noli part of scheme 

Legarda said De Castro was al- 
корап ofthe grand scheme to de- 
prive her of vito 

“At this point in time, it is no 
longer in question that De Castro, 
sad to say, had a big part in the 
election irregularities from which 
he benefited immensely by hold- 
ing office legitimately” she said. 


UN honors RP soldier 
who was killed in Haiti 


From page Al 
On Apri 11, the world body 
awarded бе UN Peacekeeping 
Medal to 165 members of the Philip- 
pine contingent serving in Liberia. 
‘And on Apri 7, UN Special Ser- 
vice medals were given to five mem- 
bers of the Philippine National Police 
curently deployed in East Timor. 


Largest troop contributor. 
These were the latest citations 
earned by the county, now the 
"largest troop contributor” to UN 
peacekeeping operations from 
Southeast Asia, the DFA sad. 
More than 500 Filipino sol- 
diers and police officers are now 
serving under the UN flag in 
Haiti, Liberia and East Timor, as 
well as in Afghanistan, Buru 
Tvory Coast, Kosovo and Sudan. 
The Philippines began con- 
зола troops to the UN and Ko- 
теа in 1950 and, since then, has 
participated in over 20 peacekeep- 
ing missions, including those in 
Vietnam, the Congo, Sierra Leone, 
iraq, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Batomalaque will receive the 
Dag Hammarskjold Medal (given 
in memory of the former UN sec- 
retary general) when the UN 
marks the International Day of 
Peacekeepers on May 29, a 


ing to Ambassador Lauro Baja Jr, 
the country's permanent repre- 
sentative to the UN. 

Part of the 135-member Philip- 

contingent in Haiti, the officer 

маз shot dead by Haitian gunmen 
daring an encounter in the violent 
slums of Soleil in Port-au-Prince. 
‘The Scout Ranger was then provi 
ing cover fire for a superior officer 
when he was shot. 


Valor like WWII soldiers 

In Monrovia, Liberia, the 165 
Philippine peacekeepers received 
the award from UN special repre- 
sentative Alan Doss, Baja said in a 
separate report to the DFA. 

‘Doss said he considered the Fil- 
ipino troops as being driven by 
the “same valor” displayed by 
their elder comrades in World 
War Il, noting that the Philippines 
marked Araw ng Kagitingan а 
few days earlier on April 9. 

In Dili, East Timor, the follow- 
ing PNP personnel received UN 
decorations in ceremonies held at 
their Obridago barracks: Contin- 
gent commander Edgar Layon, 
professional ethics advisors 
Pedrito de los Reyes and Jose 
Molava Duenas, and border pa- 
trol advisers Joseph Pangilinan 
and Celso Destajo. 
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Bunye's 2 wishes for Erap: RP now world's top exporter of nurses 
Good health, good looks 


FrompageAl 
lebrates his 69th birthday to- 
it would be unity for the Fil- 
ipino nation and for President 
“Macapagal-Arroyo to lift Execu- 
tive Order No. 464, 
The controversial EO 464 bars 
h officials from 
appearing in congre 
ings. 

Also celebrating 
birthday today is P 
tary Ignacio Bunyi 
had ies for the former 
President: Good health. and 
good looks. 

апа ay patuloy na mag-im: 
prove yung kanyang kalusugan at 
hangad natin ma patuloy siya 
maging pogi (We hope his health 
continues to improve and we 
wish he continues to look hand- 
some),” Bunye said. 

Estrada, іп a brief interview 
yesterday, said he did not have 
any personal wishes for his birth- 
day. He simply wanted Filipin 
to learn the truth about the nu- 
merous scandals rocking the Ar- 

1 want people to know what 

lly happened ello Gar- 
et controversy 
and other issues. We cannot move 
forward without the truth,” the 
former leader said. 


He is sche 
am. Mass today at 
urch on Commonw 
enue in Quezon Ci 
porters before prc 
Sandiganbayan for his plunder 
walat 9 a.m. 
Political VIP 
tend Estrad: 


invited to at 
birthday 


National Capital Region Police 
Office (NCRPO) chief Director Vi- 


would be deployed to 
former President durin 
and when he procee 
Sandiganbayan. 

As im previous hearings, 
Querol said the police had notre: 
ceived any information that 
Estrada's life was under threat. 


ће Mass 
to the 


No rallies in church 

"The parish priest of St, Peter's 
Church made one request—for 
the police and Estrada's support- 
ers not to turn the church into а 
political arena. 

strada's allies and well-wish- 

are expected to attend [Mass 
in the morning). I just want to re- 
mind them about the request of 
the parish priest—not to hold ral 
lies or bring banners inside the 
church,” Querol said. 

The police sup- 
port a vigil at the 
church last night 


Greetings from Chavit 
Former Manila City Prosecutor 
Jose Flaminiano said Estrada 
would continue to belie allega- 
tions that he received "jueteng" 
avi” Singson. 
Estrada well on his birthday T 
to bethe best of friends- 
ith. I wish him discernment 
or insight so he can see how 
things could be better for him and 
can improve himself” Singson 
said 
Не added that Estrada should. 
realize by now that he could по 
longer be president again 
"He can only be president 
Не had the presidency but he 
d it up. If he thinks h 
he did to the county 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE UNABATED DEPARTURE OF 
Filipino health professionals for 
better opportunities abroad has 
given the country a new, albeit 
пос exactly enviable, title: The 

world's top exporter of nurses. 
her recent study, Dr, Fely 
lorenzo of the University of the 
Philippines National Institute of 
Health made the pronouncement 
ita meeting seeking to ar: 

at was described as a 

"The Philippines is now the 
she said 


oficials, including from the Work 
Health Organization. 
Since 1994, more than 100000 
than 50,000 from 2000 to 2003 
one, according t0 Dr Femand 


Sanchez, executive director of the 

Association of Philippine Medical 

Colleges. 

went to Saudi Arabia (57 p 

he United States (14 percent) and 

the United Kingdom (12 percent). 
went to Libya, United 

Arab Emirates, Ireland, Singapore, 

Kuwait, Brunei, Japan and the 
ntries, Lorenzo said. 


Rural hospitals feel shortage 
Sanchez said the continued ex 
odus of local professionals, par 
ticularly nurses, had been seri 

ously felt in the countryside. 
There were no more nurses in 
three hospitals in Surigao del Norte, 
and in two 


del Sur could not operate n 
ls for lack of nurses, he said. 
1 rural areas in the Philip- 


pines are, in fact, vulnerable to 
health and human resources def 
ciencies,” said Sanchez. 


When it hits big cities 
Dr. Jean Marc Olive, WHO coun- 
чу representative, said Filipinos 
would most likely feel the urgency 
ofthe problem only if it “hits the big 
cities where the politicians are." 
“Tes not reaching the big citi 
butif you goto the rural areas, 
see the problem there,” he said. 
Olive said an official of Siliman 
University one of the top nursing in- 
stitutions in the country, had com- 


460 nursing schools 


'onsolation, Lorenzo 


more than emo 


make up for those leaving for 


abroa 


15000 and 
a shortage as far 
‘as nurses are concerned because 
produce more than we need," she 
said, "We have a shortage in skilled 
and experienced nurses.” 
Sancher’s study not 

Philippine General Hospital, 

spt only the top. 


dards by hiring nurses who jus 
make the minimum passing mark 
“1t is not so much that there is a 
ick of applicants, but the top nurs- 
ing graduates are no longer apply 
he said, "They are already 
for abroad. The PGH lo 


POEA restricts deployment of pilots overseas 


By Jerome Aning 


THE PHILIPPINE OVE! 
ployment Administratio 


and aircraft m: 
aviation industry 

POEA Administrator Rosalinda 
Baldoz said that effective April 1 
pilots and aircraft mechani 
should inform their local emplo 


jon to work abroac 
application pi 
ry a certification fro 
ployers that a resigning work 
had complied wi ^s 
month prior notice 
This way, the operatio 
our local aviation industry w 
not be jeopardized,” Baldo 
ined to reporters. 


month notice to their emplo 
т, according to Em. 
Geslani, a consultant for 
several Ma sd recruitment 
cies, pilots are often directly 


recruited and hired. 
"Pilots usually do not both 
ing through recruit 


Filipino pilots and airline me- 
chanics are lured abroad by the 
salaries, 


Review in other sectors 
OEA has also conducted 

the labor supply 
in the edu. 


sulted w 
ating and li 


1 industrie 


entory of quali 
т any industry 


provided by the licensing authori 
ty on prospective entrants, the 
number of those applying for li 
and the e passing 

аг license 
ffer—the 


inventories—would be added to 

h Baldoz 
An industr 

less than 

ing suppl 


considered critical, she said. 


No to total ban 
Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. 
ed demands 


the government imi 
eployment ban on workers in 
ation, health са 


Tomas said an out 


ban could be “constitutionally 


ted to. 
m leaving 


his or her firm might be con 
trued as involuntary servitude 
and the courts would surely just 
issue a restraining order against it 
if someone complained,” she 
said. 


Remedial measures needed 
Industry groups in the three 
sectors warned that unless reme- 
dial instituted 
ооп, шту vital 
industries and se 
ground toa hale. 
They said that under S 


Migrant Workers 
state has the power to 

ban the deployment of 
critical skills and talents 


tion 31 of the same law 
Ws with "ade. 
and pro 


highly skilled 
quate incentiv 


areas of the 


public and private sectors. 
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Stealth bomb 


Fe JULY TO SEPTEMBER LAST YEAR, THE 


fact-finding board headed by Vice Adm. Mateo 
Mayuga listened to “resource persons,” leading to 
expectations that upon the ‘scheduled completion of its 
investigation in October last year, the. public would be in- 
formed of its findings. The report, however, was submit- 
ted in January, a month after Mayuga had been promoted 
to commander of the Philippine Navy. 
EDITORIAL The release of the findings in April 
means that it took six months longer 
than expected to reach the public. And when the report 
was finally released, it was deliberately downplayed. А 
series of notifications to the press was timed to coincide 
with the beginning of the Holy Week holidays. 

‘The report, Mayuga explained, was not meant to sum- 
marize the inquiry into allegations that some officers and 
men of the Armed Forces of the Philippines played a role 
in electoral irregularities. Instead, the report focuses on 
what can be done concerning the AFP's future role in elec- 
tions. 

But the fact remains that the fact-finding board was 
convened in the wake of shocking accusations that top 
military officers were involved in electoral fraud. And the 
report itself has come down in favor ‘of the senior officers 
accused of participating in cheating. for the benefit of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo in May 2004. Army chief Lt. 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon, Southern Command chief 
Maj. Gen. Gabriel Habacon, retired Lt. Gen. Roy Kyamko 
and retired Brig. Gen. Francisco Gudani were all men- 
tioned in the controversial “Hello, Garci" recordings and 
have all been cleared by the Mayuga report. 

‘Two of the three generals who've been cleared—Esper- 
on and Habacon—are not only controversial but also. 
clearly destined for higher things under the Arroyo ad- 
ministration. Esperon, for one, is widely expected to be 
named Armed Forces chief of staff when Gen. Generoso 
Senga retires later this year. 

Disgruntled elements in the military previously called 
for the investigation of Brig. Gen. Nehemias Pajarito and 
Brig. Gen. Nelson Allaga, both of whom got their present 
star rank after the elections. The same elements put for- 
ward a list of senior and junior officers, from. colonels 
down to lieutenants, for investigation for violations of the 
election law. 

These officers are presumably not out of the woods yet, 
though the generals obviously are. The Mayuga report 
says there are some lower-ranking officers who will face 
further investigation for allegedly unprofessional con- 
duct during the May 2004 elections. 

While Mayuga has forcefully defended the integrity of 
the process over which he presided and appealed for the 
public to note that he was not interested in making judg- 
ments but only in ascertaining “facts,” the fact remains 
that public perception of the purpose of the investigation 
was to identify and punish officers accused of participat- 
ingin electoral fraud. Mayuga does not deny the possibil- 
ity of fraud, but his team has firmly limited it to a lower 
level and a smaller scale than the original accusations 
and suspicions. 

‘Just as the fact-finding body was formed in the wake of 
allegations so scandalous as to cause not just public com- 
plaints but disaffection within the ranks of the АЕР its 
findings come at a time when the only thing that has pre- 
‘vented an escalation of the issue has been the President's 
executive order forbidding civilians and the military from 
facing congressional investigations without her permis- 
sion. The permission has not been forthcoming in in- 
stances involving questions over the conduct of elections, 
and the officers who have disobeyed the President's. order 
have been court-martialed with a.speed that should at 
Jeast have been matched by the undertakings—and re- 
lease of the findings—of the Mayuga committee. 

‘What has been left unsaid is that the Mayuga report 
was delayed because it was impolitic to release its find- 
ings during the turbulent months leading to February. By 
all accounts, the administration was taken aback by the 
scale of opposition to it within the ranks of the military. 
‘The Mayuga report, not because of its contents but pre- 
cisely because of the lack of it, would have been too much 
at the time. 

But times have obviously changed, which is why, 
though risky, the release of the report was timed to mini- 
mize any such political risk. The problem is that it leaves 
too many questions unanswered. n 
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Dying town and river can still be saved 


(Continued from last Monday) 


WHAT IS HAPPENING TO MALABON— 
progress actually killing the charm and person- 
ality of old towns—is happening to many other 
towns in the Philippines, especially those near 
the urban areas like Metro Manila. Factories, 
‘one sign of alleged "progress," have killed the. 
two rivers running through Malabon, as well 
as many other rivers including Pasig. Some- 
thing should be done to save them while there. 
is still time. 

With the death of the rivers also died the 
many fishponds that Malabon used to be fa- 
mous for and that gave it its own peculiar 
beauty and charm, space and fresh ait. If you 
are near a fishpond, the air is always cool an 
fresh, the wind is always blowing, night and 
day you hear the wavelets lapping at the banks 
of the ponds, and you smell the sweet smell of 
salt water mixed with the smell of the algae 
that the milkfish feed on. 

Now all of that is gone. When the wind blows, 
all you smell is the stink of the polluted river; 
you can't swim in it anymore or you'd die of poi- 
Soning. And you don't hear the lapping of the 
‘waves in the ponds anymore. In fact, you rarely 
‘see any pond anymore; they have been filed up 
(along with parts of the river) and squatter 
shanties have been built on them. Shanties and 
factories have replaced the mangrove stands 
that used to line both banks of the river, all 
‘adding their filth to the already polluted water 

During the town fiesta, there were proces- 
sions of statues of saints on land and water, with 
the fluvial parades of the Catholic Church and 
the Aglipsyan Church competing with each oth- 
ıer in the beauty and design of their pagodas. On. 
the feast of San Juan, the people took to the 
rivers again with grand fluvial parades and wa- 
ter games. Now they cant do that anymore. If 
they went into the river now, it would be like go- 
ing into an open sewer. 

When the rivers overflow their banks during 
the ficod season, the fithy water goes to the 


Ten things to love about bein: 


(Conclusion) 


SIX, DVD AND SOFTWARE. IT USED TO BE 
you went to the United States to buy DVDs, 
ohare and books. Well, today you sill go to 
the United Stares (and elsewhere) to buy 
books T ий remember the row upon row of 
Bargain books in The Strand in New York, а 
cavernous book shop where you need a ladder 
то get the tomes on the top shelves. Many of 
hen were stil new and hardbound. The 
‘DVD, well, the last time T got them in the Unit- 
ff States was in 2001, shortly before 9/11, 
Sad 1 counted myself lucky to have bought 
them on sale. 

“Today, you do not go to the United States to 
buy DVDs, your folks in the United States come 
heze to buy DVDs. Or importune you to send 
them some, such as your messenger is intrepid 
enough to risk problems at Immigration. In- 
deed today your problem isnot how to lay your 
ads on DVDs, or on good tides, your problem 
is how to organize the tons of them, including 
absolue classics, thar are piling up in your not 
Tery big house. | have solved tha problem by 
buying them without the case and storing them 
in canisters. stil have to solve the problem of 
how to And the time to watch them. 

"Those who feel like berating me for isting the 
DVDs fom Quiapo among the things that make 
this county livable might first wish to examine 
Winther the Windows here using to boot their 
PCs and de software theyre using to write their 
furious letters with are original or licensed. 

Seven, Quiapo. Before my mother suffered 
stroke some years ago, which much debilitat- 
2d her mind if not her body, she used о go 10- 
Quiapo to do her marketing. She was born and 
scd in Manila. The fact that many markets, 
wet or super, were near did tle to dissuade 
фет from making the long trip by jeepney. She. 
Was already past her 60s then, but she was 
Strong and mong willed. Nothing beats Quia- 
Po for the real deal, she sad. 

‘She was ight it was so thea, И isso now: Ifs 
the qpe piace where you ре the best bang for 
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Neal Н. Cruz 


streets, into the yards and even into the homes, 
‘and stays on and on for days. In the old days, the 
fives also overflowed during spring tides, but 
those were times for merrymaking instead of re- 
vulson because the water was dean. Children 
played in the water in the streets and yards, and. 
the water went away when the tide went out. 
Now the streets are flooded when it rains even if 
the ide is lowe 

"Why is this happening? Because there is no 
place for the excess water to go. The fishponds 
Rave been filed up and converted into subdivi- 
sions. Dagatdagatan, which used to be a big 
beautiful lake that was a catch basin for excess 
water, was filled up and converted into а hous- 
ing project, now a growing slum. The river is 
now shallow because of siltation and can hold 
less water. Land grabbers are stealing parts of 
the river, filing them up, building houses on 
them and having them titled in their names. 

"The question is, why did the town’s leaders al- 
low this to happen? Why did the succession of 
mayors and other officials not ty to stop the 
degradation of their once-beautifal town? Why 
did its people allow it? Instead of Fighting its 
slow decay, many of the old families have lef 
and moved to other more livable places. You can 
hardly find a restaurant selling genuine pancit 
Malabon in Malabon anymore. Patis making, 
for which Malabon used to be famous, is also dy- 
ing. Now we import fish sauce from Viemam 
and Thailand. 

'A saving grace is that some of the old rich 
families have been able to preserve their grand 
ld houses on the main street. But there are 
many others in the process of decay. The Nation- 
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the buck, in more ways than one. 

Its a place, too, where you find tolerance 
amid difference, pattern amid incongruity, or- 
der amid chaos. Its the place where the Quiapo 
church stands just across the street from the 
mosque. Ics the place where the sounds of 
prayer mingle with the cries of barkers, where 
Bankers thrive with sellers of snake oil, where 
the benefits promised by public officials vie with 
the efficacious results promised by the peddlers 
of pampalaglag. Its grimy, noisy and pushy. Its 
honest, colorful and sublime. 

ight, the countryside. That is to зау, any 
place outside Metro Manila, noc necessarily 
Jour hometown. The food is cheaper and the 
Smiles are broader In past years, 'used to travel 
a lot across the country to talk in graduations 
‘and forums but have kept to Manila of late be- 
cause of pressing concerns. 1 like visiting the 
‘Visayas for many reasons, not the least of which 
is thar i is accessible by air and sea. But more 
than that, the Spaniards were right: ies the land 
of the pintados, of a people given to wine and 
Song. Ї won't mention what goes along with 
‘wine and song lest I get into trouble as well 

‘Of course, its not always easy to keep an 
Amorsolo image of the countryside amid the 
‘want and strife to be found there. But you'd be а 
Tool to imagine thats all youîl find in the coun- 
тузде. Especially in summer, when the sun dan- 
gles from a cloudless sky and shimmers across 
‘undulating field and heaving sea. i's always a lit- 
Че brighter in the countryside in summer, which 
pails you tit lie, well, an Amorsolo painting. 

‘Nine, kakanin, halo-halo. When 1 was а 
kid, you found the kakanin (pudding, rice 
cakes, ete.) plentillyin the market, But if you 


gin 


al Historical Commission and the national and 
local governments should help preserve and re- 
store them, аз many other countries are doing to 
their old towns. These restored and preserved 
towns, especially in the United States and Eu- 
rope, are now popular tourist spots. (п fact, the 
government should do more to help preserve the 
‘old houses of Vigan and Taal.) 

"The TenejerosTullahan River, in which many 
boys of my generation (and our horses) used го 
spend so many happy times, сап still be saved. 
Both ends of the river open up into the sea. The 
regular high and low tides can wash out the pol- 
ution in due time—provided the factories and 
squatters’ homes lining its banks stop throwing 
their effluents and other waste into it. But they 
wil not do that on their own. The national and. 
local governments, and responsible members of 
the community have to make them do it. 

"There is a plan to build levees on both banks 
of the river to prevent it from overflowing its 
banks. They have been talking aboutit for a long 
time, but that’s about what they have done so 
far: talk. There is no sign that the levees would 
be built soon, although funding has been as- 
sured by the Japanese government. If finally 
Constructed, 1 think they would be one of the 
things than can save Malabon. 

Even if they are unable to prevent the floods, 
atleast the levees would provide Malabon with 
wo more streets, if they would be built wide 
enough. That wil provide the city with two 
riverside boulevards running from Manila Bay to 
Bulacan. Perhaps Malabon and Valenzuela can 
have Riverwalks similar to Manila's Baywalk. 

"That would achieve a number of things be- 
sides boosting domestic tourism. It would stop 
land grabbers from encroaching on the river, re- 
move squatters from the riverbanks and stop 
them and factories from discharging their 
‘wastes into the river raise the value of real estate 
long the river, and therefore increase the in- 
come from real estate tax of the two cities. Then 
ап urban renewal program will make them look 
like real cities. 


the Philippines 


were too lazy to take the short walk there, 
there were the itinerant vendors who hawked 
the stuff inthe streets. I recall that at one point. 
fone of our teachers in high school, an Ameri- 
fan Jesuit, who had been insisting that we 
speak slowly, audibly and clearly in class, 
pointed triumphantly to one of those itinerant 
Vendors and cried, “That is how you should re- 
Tite!" You could hear the voice of the kid froma, 
distance shouting “Baduya” (banana drenched 
in batter) in the tones of an angel. Kakanin's 
gain, amateur hour's loss. 

“Two things Ive always associated with sum- 
mer: tuli (circumcision) and halo-halo. The 
first came from announcements in newspapers 
and signs in streets that said almost cryptically, 
“Summertime: ТЫШ” To this day, 1 find myself 
saying that phrase every time Gershwin' fa 
mous ode to summertime is sung, The second 
is halo-halo, a concoction that makes you see 
and feel the haze of summer. Not least because 
it truly makes you full and sleepy. 1 know most. 
of the ingredients there—beans of all shapes 
and sizes are gout-inducing, but I figure that. 
these days in particular there are more things 
to give you pain in this country than gout. 

Теп, the people. 1 sll recall something a 
fiend of mine, an American banker, told me 
before he left for another post. He had pretty 
much gone around the world, he said, but he. 
Found few people as genuinely warm and solic- 
йош as Filipinos. Of course, in excessive form, 
he said, Filipinos also tended to be familiar and. 
intrusive, as when new acquaintances went on 
to pry into his personal life. But even that he 
found to be largely harmless, if not well-mean 
ing. In the United States, he said, waiters and 
sales clerks greeted you, "Have a good day: 
but there was litle joy or conviction in their 
eyes. Here, people said "Ingat," and meant it. 

1 did think of writing as well "10 things to 
hate about being in the Philippines." But either 
that goes well past 10 or it can be reduced to 
just one, take your pick. 

‘But that's quite another story W's Baster, PII 
leave the tragedies for tomorrow. 
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THE COMMUTATION LAST WEEK OF THE 
death sentences on 1,205 convicts awaiting exe- 
cution has reopened a politically contentious de- 
bate over capital punishment in the Philippines, 
one of the 74 countries in the world that have re- 
tained the death penalty. At the end of 2005, 122 
‘countries had abolished capital punishment, fol- 
Towing a global trend since 1977, when the num- 
ber of abolitionist countries stood at 16. 

"When President Macapagal-Arroyo in her East- 
er message announced the commutation of the 
death sentences to life imprisonment, it carried 
both religious symbolism and an implicit message. 
of a possible policy shift toward the abolition of 
capital punishment. The announcement pro- 
voked mixed reactions from various sectors, in- 
‘chiding the Catholic Church, human rights lobby 
groups, anti-crime organizations, victims of 
heinous crimes (offenses covered by the Death 
Penalty Law), lawyers and political groups, no- 
tably opposition leaders who read in ita shrewd 
political move to deflect the issue of the people's 
Initiative to revise the Constitution. 

n fact, the Filipino people, during the Holy 
Week, had a respite from the already sterile Cha- 
cha debate, They had switched their attention to 
the sensational debate that rocked Christendom 
as it commemorated the Crucifixion of Christ 
over the recently discovered "Gospel of Judas," 
casting the most reviled traitor in history in less 
villainous light. 

‘The wide reaction to the presidential an- 
mouncement revealed not so much how contro- 
versial the President has become as how con- 
tentious is the issue of capital punishment. What 
provoked the new debate was the fact that since 
Ms Arroyo imposed a moratorium on the execu- 
tion of convicts in 2001, the Easter announce- 
ment marked the biggest batch of commutations 
she had ever made. Traditionally, Easter and 
Christmas are the two seasons of the year when. 
the President exercises executive clemency. 


AN IMAGINED CONVERSATION BETWEEN TWO 
people, a man and a woman, one of whom has 
Tead "The Da Vind Code,” and another who 
hasn't but, based on word-of-mouth, has decided 
the book and the forthcoming movie are the work 
of Satan, по less. For convenience, lm giving 
them the names Leonarda and Leonardo. 

LEONARDO (Spotting a paperback сору of 
"The Da Vinci Code" on Leonarda's coffee table): I 
can't believe you read this trash! Don't you know 
that just reading the works of Dan Brown is an oc- 
casion for sin? 

LEONARDA: Really? 1 don't remember a single 
sex scene in the novel! Unless of course you count 
the ecstasy the monicassassin experiences as he 
tightens the barbed wire around his leg! 

LEONARDO: Its called а cilice, for your infor- 
mation, and the practice is known as “discipline.” 
Some saints, including the environmentalist’ fa- 
vorite, St, Francis of Assisi, are said to have regu- 
Jarly used corporal mortification. 

LEONARDA: OK, you don't have to get all huffy 
‘on me! But come on, how can you say Pm com- 
ining asin just by reading a book? I mean, even 
Dan Brown says what he wrote was a work of fic- 
tion, and while he claims he did a lot of research, 
he's not making any claims about historical accu- 
racy or even theological soundness. 

LEONARDO: But if you claim to be a Catholic, 
even a Christian, you should be offended because 
Brown attacks the very fundamentals of our faith! 

LEONARDA: Like what? 

LEONARDO: Oh, little things like Jesus Christ 
may not have really been the Son of God, only a 
wealthy preacher with political ambitions. Or 
that he had sex with Mary Magdalene and was ac- 
tually married to her and had a child with her Or 
that the Catholic Church had Jesus and Mary 
Magdalene’s offspring murdered to cut the divine 
bloodline! 

LEONARDA: Oh, those! I don't think readers 
really took those allegations seriously. But you 
must admit they're tantalizing questions that de- 
Serveatleast a moments consideration. 
LEONARDO: That's the problem with people 
like you. You buy a best-selling novel wit 
thrilling plot and willingly fall into the world 
the author creates, without thinking for a mo- 
ment that he may be playing with your mind 


ECONOMICS WAS NOT ONE OF MY FAVORITE 
subjects, maybe because numbers, equations and 
any form of computation make my knees tremble. 
My relatives are all businessminded, which 
makes me the mutant in the family. Everyone 
knows 1 became a historian because 1 couldn't 
cope with math. But going through the two-vol- 
ume work of Jean Mallat on the Philippines pub 
lished ín 1846,1 was perversely attracted to the 
last section that had several pages filled with 
stale economic data: tax and tariff tables, trade 
figures, ete. realized that focusing on the articles 
being exchanged between the Philippines and 
other countries, while ignoring the numbers, still 
told me a lot about people and trade in those 
times and, by comparison, ours. 

In 1841, for example, France bought from the 
Philippines coffee, sugar, Indigo, hides, cigar, 
turtle shell, sapan wood (whatever that is). In re- 
tum, Prance exported cloth, wines and various 
merchandise, including paper and clothes. The 
United Kingdom, from 1831-1840, impored 
from the Philippines non-refined sugar, raw 
hemp and Cassia lignea (described as "imitation 
cinnamon"). The United Kingdom also got indi 
go, wool, manufactured tobacco and straw hats 1 
‘wonder which part of the Philippines exported 
wool). In return, the United Kingdom sent to the 
Philippines wool, corn, linen and hemp. 

"Thé commerce with China seemed to have 
been quite lively This was a long trading relation- 
ship that went back to pre-colonial times to at 
Tease the 9th century. In 1641, Chinese traders 
brought to Manila linen and sik cloth, raw silk, 
tea, stationery, umbrellas, hardware, stoneware 
and porcelain, edibles and other articles not de- 
scribed in the trading table provided by Mallat. 
Manila exported to China gold dust, swallows 
ness, Indigo, sea cucumber, cotton, rice, edibles, 
Bik cloths, currency and "other articles," (One 
wonders why pears are not included or even 
hemp, as ifthe Chinese dt need ope) 
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Tm her Easter message, the President said, “As 
we celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection, 1 wish to an- 
ounce that we are changing our policy on those. 
‘who have been imposed the death penalty to life 
imprisonment, We are reducing their penalty to 
Iifeimprisonment.” 

"The phrase "we are changing our policy” sug- 
gested that the President was using the commu- 
Tation of sentences as a springboard for initiating 
legislation that would abolish capital punish- 
ment, Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye gave the 
Easter message a stronger meaning when he said 
that the President would push for the repeal of 
Republic Act No. 7659 (the Death Penalty Law), 
which has been in place since 1994, “if neces- 
sary" to give substance to "the forgiveness and 
compassion’ that she extended in her message. 

"These statements immediately alarmed pro- 
death penalty groups, among them the Volun- 
teers Against Crime and Corruption whose mem- 
bers include survivors of heinous crimes and the 
Movement for the Restoration of Peace and Or- 
der. The MRPO has campaigned actively against 
the repeal of the Death Penalty Law on behalf of 
‘members of the Chinese community who were 
victims of kidnapping for ransom, classified as a 
heinous crime under RA 7659. These two groups 
did not offer new arguments and evidence to sup- 
port thei old line that capital punishment is a de- 
terrent to heinous crimes. The VACC offered an. 
irrelevant argument that the President acted as if 
she were "the judiciary and the legislature" and 
that the commutation was motivated by a desire 


Talking about the ‘Co 


AT LARGE 
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and manipulating your emotions. 

LEONARDA: It called suspension of disbe- 
if dummy! And we learned t in high school! 
How can one read and enjoy—a work of fe- 
Чоп and not fal wilingly іно the writers 
imagined word? However offensive, irs a 
‘orld that was created by the writer for the 
‘odes an we play along at eat whe we 
ending him or her Playing with ourminds and 
manipulating our emotions are what artists do 
All the time, and we let them, because most of 
SS just don’ have the resources of imagination 
tr Ereativity to create words of our own. 

LEONARDO: Thats ай very well for you lit 
majors... 

TSONARDA: Pm not, you know ... in fact, I 
majored in economics 

TEONARDO: Well, at least you have a col- 
lege degree. You can think for yourself, you're 
рат of the educated class! But what about 
Those who're too ignorant or innocent to read 
‘the Da Vinci Code” and regard its claims with. 
grain of salt? How about them? 

LEONARDA: Well, fist of all, “The Da Vinci 
Code” is not exactly Koil, ог pang-masa read 
о And art you abit insulting the more than 
{lin fala who've read the book so far? If 
every one of them took Brown's claims seriously 
osi you tink wed be seeing atleast afew mil- 
оп of them walking out of the Church and re 

nouncing their Christianity? 

LEONARDO: Maybe not with the book, but 
wnat about the movie? 1 really hope the МТАСВ 
listens to the ant pomography groups petition 
to ban the movie. E the book was offensive and 
dangerous, what more the move, which would 
Be seen by even more people ре who dn 
read! 

TEONARDA: Yeah, 1 heard about that petition. 


Imported goods 


LOOKING 
Back 


Ambeth R. 
Ocampo 


The Philippines also traded with Portuguese 
Macao and sent 25 ships annually and not just 
from the main trading ports of Manila and Zam- 
boanga, Macao had a concession and could con- 
duct trade from Pasacao, Sorsogon, Capiz and 
CCurrimao. Manila sent to Macao balate, salan- 
ganes nests, zibi (dried shrimp), buffalo hide, log 
Wood, cotton, deer sinews called nervios de ve- 
пао, shares fin, ebony wood, molave, nacre, liq- 
td indigo or tintoron and gold dust 

"There must be some pattern in all these lists, 
some sense in seemingly useless information. 

My interest in underwater archeology now be- 
ing undertaken by the National Museum made 
me take a second look at the Chinese exports to 
the Philippines. fm sure this didn't vary very 
much from the 9th to the 19th centuries. When 
the National Museum or some unwary fishermen 
ome across a sunken vessel, the items that sur- 
‘ived time and salt water are usually porcelain 
{often encrusted with coral) and, of course, met- 
al and wood. tls unfortunate that due to the de- 
mand of the antiquities market, poachers take all 
the commercially viable tems like porcelain and 
leave out the other things that will make us un- 
derstand trade between China and the Philip- 
pines thousand years ago. 

Fortunately, the obsesive-compulsive Mallat 
took the trouble to list down the crgo of a Chl- 
mese sampan that entered the port of Manila dur- 
ing his sty. The list is quite long and can be bor- 
ing if read straight through, so 1 took out the 
items hat appear Interesting to give you an idea 


to please the Catholic Church and the European 
Union, while the MRPO went off tangent by ac- 
cusing her of wholesale disregard of the lav.” 

‘Some lawyers have attacked the President for 
"complete disregard of the Supreme Court in her 
decision to summarily move to commute all 
death penalties to Ше imprisonment.” They said 
the commutation was an affront to the Constitu- 
Son and Congress because it ran roughshod ovr 

е principle of separation of powers among the 
three branches. 

"The commutation of the death sentences re- 
opened old divisions over the death penalty issue. 
Human rights groups applauded it while Catholic 
bishops did not enthusiastically respond to it as а 
collegial body, with only some bishops lauding it If 
the commutation was intended to win the political 
support of the Catholic hierarchy, which has been 
‘campaigning vigorously for the repeal of the Death 
Penalty Law, there was no sign it had mellowed the 
position of the Catholic Bishops Conference of the. 
Philippines which, days before the Presidents an- 
mouncement, had issued a pastoral letter criticiz- 
ing the administration-sponsored campaign to col 
lect signatures to back a petition to revise the Con- 
stitution through a people's initiative. 

‘What seems certain is that the commutation 
has rekindled the move to repeal the Death Penal- 
ty Law, It increased the clamor of human rights 
groups for the President to exert more effort to 
Abolish the death penalty by pressing Congress to 
pass a new law, That such legislation has lan- 
{guished in the legislature is proof of its being too 
Contentious even for members of Congress. The 
fact that the President has not certified the draft 
legislation as urgent indicates that she is hesitant 
to make ita defining issue for her administration, 
‘which is batting for its Ме over the issues of legit 
macy and constitutional change. Unless she 
presses Congress to pass the repeal legislation, 
the Easter message will remain a pious gesture 
But the repeal of the law carries political costs. 


ае’ 


‘They said that showing the movie was unconsti- 
tutional, of all things! 

LEONARDO: Akala ko ba matalino ka? Of 
course, its unconstitutional! It violates the free 
dom of religion! 

LEONARDA: Well, if the MTRCB bans “The Da 
inci Code," it would be violating my freedom of 
choice, of information and the moviemakers free- 
dom of expression. What are they so afraid of? 

LEONARDO: I told you—the book and the 
movie undermines Christianity and threatens the. 
faith of the average Christan! 


LEONARDA: Ihave a news flash for you: [think 
You have far less faith in other people's faith or 
Inyour owm! 

TEoMARDO: And you have an unfounded 
confideneein other people's intelligence! 

LEONARDA: thnk now what rally gets 
your goat about "The Da Vinci Code" I's not 
Tacit questions Christ divinity but because 
it promotes worship of the “divine feminine” 
Yot also hate the thought that a woman was 
aciualiy chosen by Christ as head of his 
Church undi her leadership was undermined 
фу е male apostles, that is: 

LEONARDO, That’ what I mean by readers 

poing off on ridiculous tangents just fom read- 
{Ep the booki Ви Just to Humor you... Do you 
relly thigh Christ would have chosen а wom: 
tm even she were his wife, as his successor? 

LEONARDA. Why not? One of his central 
messages, wasn't it was that all ofus, men and 
omet, are ай children of God, equal inh 
Tors of the Kingdom? 

TEONARDO! 1 зо, why did he choose 12 
men for his apostles? Men were meant to take 
оп positions of leadership, while women are 
goed only ior serving meals and waiting on the 
D] 

TEONARDA: Hmmpht Just as your favorite 
school thinks physical activity is unseemly for 
fins and hate why t banned girls оссе OF 
hy another of your favorite schools banned 
mothers vayas and sisters from the school 

rund because they might get seandalized 
{уте sight of boys changing clothes 

LEONARDO: Women. are so illogical! 1 
thought we were talking about "The Da Vinc 
Code? Aaargh! 


what the Chinese knew or thought the Filipinos 
wanted to buy: 

Food is on the top of my list and here we see: 
261 covered jars of garlic and salted radish, 8 
piculs of agua mala (this translates as “bad water" 
and I wonder what this is), 204 gantas of Chinese. 
oil, 1,140 gantas of red rice, 2 piculs of Chinese 
anise, 20 piculs dried fish, 50 baskets of chest 
nuts, 15 katis of liquorice juice,  piculs of banana 
flowers, 568 hams, 1 caban (sack) of dried ap- 
ples, 490 karis of different kinds of tea, 2 piculs of 
rum, 1,990 katis of small sweet oranges, 3 cabans 
of nuts, 200 piculs of sutanju obviously, vermi 
celli or sotanghon), and 12,000 pears. 

Naturally other goods related to food were not 
far behind, The sampan also carried 11,000 bam- 
boo sipit (obviously chopsticks), 330 dishes of 
blue porcelain, 250 kinds of varnished pottery 
250 small wooden spoons, 56 iron spoons, 20. 
small bamboo baskets, 44 small boxes made of 
Chinese crockery, 57 stone (granite?) mills for 
grinding, 1,600 sharpening stones (pang hasa we 
call them, but strangely no knives and cleavers 
are mentioned in the inventory), 600 small green. 
earthenware plates (cladon?), 12,832 large white 
porcelain plates (bandejados we call them), 81 
different shapes of white porcelain plates, 715 
small green jars, 3,420 small black jars of differ- 
ent kinds, $1,661 blue crockery plates, 11,500 
tinderboxes complete with fire, 220 small soup 
plates of bluish porcelain, 57 Jars of blue crockery, 
60,000 cups of different kinds, 80 copper pots, 
137 species of bowls with handles, 189 earthen- 
ware jars, and finally 3 Jugs of the best quality. 

All of the above explain the Chinese influence 
їп our food but they don't explain why only 100 
toothbrushes were exported to Manila compared 
to 820 ear picks and 108 splttoons of green pot- 
tery. Now thats a puzzle, 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
nep edu js 


Who we are 


IT ISN'T JUST IN THE PHILIPPINES WHERE THE DEBATE 
over the death penalty has been revived. Last week, for in- 
stance, the US Conference of Catholic Bishops issued an 
Easter pastoral letter calling for the abolition of ће death, 
penalty. 

‘The United States and Japan are, currently the only devel- 
oped countries where capital punishment is still used. The 
United States is of 
ten singled out for 
studies because, like. 
the Philippines, it 
abolished the death 
penalty ín 1972, on 
ly to bring it back in 
1976. 

Not all the Ameri- 
can states һауе 
brought back capital punishment, and debates continue with 
many issues. m summarizing some of the issues here: 

‘The first is that of fairness. Opponents of the death penalty 
have pointed out that there is a certain arbitrariness to the 
use of capital punishment, In the United States, about 2 per- 
cent of convicted murderers are sentenced to death. Turning 
the tables around, one could argue that if the death penalty 
were truly a form of ust punishment, then all convicted mur- 
derers should be executed. 

“That will never happen of course, and, worse, the chances 
of being meted out the death penalty and of the sentence be- 
ing carried out, increase if one is poor, and an African-Ameri- 
can or Hispanic-American, 

Tam certain that if we looked at our own Death Row, we. 
would find that most of the convicts are from the lower so- 
clo-economic strata, and if we look at the ones who havg 
been executed, the percentage of the poor would rise ever, 
higher. 

Another way of discussing this fairness issue is to look 
how we protest whenever a Filipino is sentenced to death 
abroad, Yet, using the argument of fairness, we really cannot 
argue against the execution of Filipinos overseas if we con, 
tinue to impose the death penalty here at home. 

^ second issue is that of justice, which is different from 
faimess, Here, the issue is whether capital punishment 
sometimes results in the execution of the innocent. With adt 
vances in forensics and DNA analysis, more and more casea 
of wrongful conviction have been uncovered in the United 
States. 

This issue often overlaps with that of fairness in the sense 
that wrongful convictions are more likely to involve the poor 
and non-whites. 0 

‘The possibility of wrongful convictions is high in the 
Philippines. Between 1997 and 2003, the Supreme Court res 
viewed about 730 death sentences, and in almost $00 cases, 
the sentences were reduced or remanded. Sixty of those who’ 
had been sentenced to death were actually acquitted. If DNA 
tests were made available, I suspect many more cases would 
have been overturned. 

‘A third issue is that of deterrence, Death penalty advo, 
cates say that executions bring down the crime rate, The US 
data show otherwise. In the northeastern states, where the 
death penalty is almost never used, murder rates are about 
4.2 per 100,000 population, In the south, which accounts for 
80 percent of executions, the murder rate is 6.6 per 100,000, 
the highest in the country. i 

In the Philippines, the role of the death penalty in deter 
ring crime is probably even more insignificant, mainly be? 
‘cause the biggest criminals know they are untouchable. AS 
‘small-time drug pushers and kidnapping hirelings languish 
in prisons, waiting for the lethal injection, the syndicate 
heads, the politicians who plunder the economy, go scot 
free. Criminals know that crime pays in the Philippines, with 
or without the death penalty. 

Terrorism H 

The American debate over the death penalty found newt 
focus recently with the case of Zacarias Moussaoui, a French 
national of Moroccan descent who was convicted for terrors, 
ism in connection with the terrorist attacks in Washington, 
D.C. and New York City on Sept. 11, 2001, The jury is still un 
decided whether to recommend the death penalty or life im! 
prisonment. 

Moussaoui was actually arrested in August 2001, a month, 
before the terrorist attacks. Immigration agents apprehend- 
ed him after he tried to get a flight school to teach him how, 
to fly a commercial airliner, He was convicted on the argu, 
‘ment that he had refused, after his arrest to divulge informa” 
tion about his terrorist connections. If he had done so, the 
prosecution argued, maybe the twin towers bombing could 
have been prevented. 

Public opinion seems to favor the conviction, and proba, 
bly even a death sentence, because the 9/11 attacks were so 
heinous. It didn't help that Moussaoui showed no remorse 
during the trial. Не described as "gorgeous" the smoking тиз 
ins of the Trade Center, and said the attackers were now, 
probably “in the highest level of paradise." 

‘The defense has argued that Moussaoui is mentally unsta- 
ble, probably a schizophrenic. He is the son of a violent aleo- 
holic father and a mother who left him and his siblings with 
others for child care. Al-Qaida members themselves said 
Moussaoui was considered too unreliable and was being гет 
served fora second wave of attacks. е 

John Farmer, senior counsel to a special commission creat, 
ed to investigate the 9/11 attacks, has argued that Mous? 
saoui should not be executed since he was not a leader of aH 
Qaida, and did not actually participate in the terrorist att 
tacks, Another angle he uses is that executing Moussaoui 
‘would be a form of assisted suicide, one which would allow, 
him to claim martyrdom. 


ы 
Michael L. Tan ЎЎ 


Evil 

"The Moussaoui case should make us think hard about the 
death penalty in the Philippines. A death sentence, an exe 
cution, could bring some sense of justice to several thou 
sands in the Moussaoui case. For society the execution bey 
‘comes part ofa morality play, where the state can claim that, 
it is meting out justice—with hopes that this will deter 
crime. 

Death-penalty advocates refer to the need to deal witht 
evil, but John Farmer offers another perspective when he, 
‘writes: "Zacarias Moussaoui is evil, and there is по doubt, 
that he arrived here determined to kill Americans, but he, 
‘was not a leader of al-Qaida.” Moreover, Farmer argues for, 
life imprisonment so that Moussaoui can die in prison "гш 
trated and forgotten, embittered and anonymous.” 

Farmer makes a good point about the kind of justice Моц 
saoul deserves, When we lash out at those who have 
‘wronged us, we justify our actions by saying we are dealing, 
‘with evil. That argument is being used by the US government 
itself, when American soldiers torture and degrade suspecti 
ed Islamist militants, But an American legislator looking into, 
alleged brutaliy against the suspected Islamists summarized, 
the issues well when he said that human rights, even fo 
those we perceive to be evil, have to be respected: Ds nol 
about who they are, but about who we are.” 

US Catholic bishops put it another way: "The use of stater 
authorized killing in our names diminishes us all." In the 
пате of restoring Justice, we all lose part of our humanity, 
whenever we condone an execution, whether in the letha! 
Injection chamber or through salvaging or extra-legal! 
means. з 
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Oh, Woman 


i Peer 


pend quality time in 


nature's soothing calmness... 


Rustling leaves...chirping birde.. the sweet 
laughter of the ones you love. Life's great here 


1WISH TO EXPRESS MY REFLEC- 
tions on last month's (March) fo- 
ccus—the Woman—with questions 
and answers. 

1. How did woman come into 
being? By creation. When Adam 
had no one to talk to about his 
awe at the beauty that God had 
surrounded him with; to listen to 
his hymns of praise that he sang to 
his Creator; to share his offerings 
of gratitude for the gifts that God 
had showered on him; he became. 
restless, moody, silent. Observing 
him, God said: “It is not good for 
man to be alone.” So while Adam 
slept, he plucked a гї 
tender bone from his 
uniquely formed Woman, the last 
creature of His Creation with the 
‘command, "Go and multiply" 

2. Of al parts of the body, why 
did God choose the rib? Because 
the rb hides and protects the mos 
tender organ—the heart—from 
which springs forth profound un- 
derstanding, enduring patience, 
warm tenderness, overflowing 
‘compassion and "unconditional 
love present in most women, with 
afew exceptions. 

In the "good old days” Woman 
was sized up as alluring, fragile, 
weak. She needed a staff to lean 
on—Man. 

Nowadays, women are begin- 
ning to assert their God-given as- 
set—to run а home away from 
home. Women lawyers of today 


LETTERS - 
silently 
exercising. 
jtheir expertise of the law to pro- 
tect our marginalized, voiceless, 
moneyiess countrywomen fro 
being battered, sexually abuse 
and stigmatized as a burden to sc 
suredly, their reward is 
greater in heaven than on earth. 
The most telling situation that 
revealed the best and worst quali 
ties in women is the biblical story? 
of two women who stood before 
King Solomon with a baby boy be 
tween them. Each claimed she 
the mother of the child. Afer lis 
tening to them, the king order 
the child tobe cut into two parts, sO 
that each may have a portion of thew 
child. One woman, the real moths} 
ny Lord, give her the 
о not Kill him." The, 


"ine nor yours. Divide him. 59, 
the king ordered the child to be 
given to the woman who did nol 
Wantthe chldtobeldled. — 
‘Our nation's governance now ig 
likened to this situation. Which 
claimant truly, sincerely uncond: 
tionally loves chis povey sti 
tm cormuptonpollued. smug: 
Fiers haven and country of ous? 
God is watching. God is listen-? 
ing. God loves us Filipinos but," 
‘member, the fear of the Lord is the 
Beginning of wisdom 
“ROSARIO R. LIBERATO, | 


Helpless vs overpricing drugstores 


but not against poli 


HISTORY REALLY REPEATS IT- 
self. Sixteen years ago, | com- 
plained about the overpricing of 

* rugs in Daet, Camarines Norte. A 
local drugstore had sold me six 
capsules of Amoxicillin 500 mg 
overpriced by 200 percent. 1 was 
terribly shocked, but the Depart- 
ment of Health was toothless and 
could not do anything about it ex- 
cept to ask the drugstore to give 
mea refund, which I rejected. 

On April, 2006, [bought three 
capsules of Amoxicillin 500 mg at 
another local drugstore for P37. 
Unfortunately, 1 misplaced the 
medicine, together with the com- 
puer receipt for that pur 
chase—for which reason Iwas not 
able to take the medicine that day. 
So the following morning, April 6, 


itical dissidents 


2006, 1 purchased six capsules of 
Amoxicillin 500 mg at another! 
drugstore for only P36.60. 
Can't the DOH run after drug... 
stores for overpricing? d 
Iis high time that overpricingy, 
drugstores were punished, other. 
‘wise they would continue to prey, 
‘on people, especially: the poor 
and marginalized, not only in? 
Daet but throughout the country." 
If only the government uses its” 
police powers in curbing acts of 
cheating with as much political”? 
"will as it does in going after? 
demonstrators and the rebellious! 
elements of society! 
‘TRINIDAD ESTURAS PETEZA 1 
JP Rizal Street; 
Barangay Camambugan, i 
Daet, Camarines Norte 4600 


Enlightening Inquirer articles 


MY FRIENDS AND 1 LOOK FOR- 
to read in the INQUIRER more 
will help clear the 
created by "The Da Vin- 
ci Code” and similar subjects. 

We liked the articles that ap- 
peared on the front page of the 
April 3 and April 9 issues of the In- 

nea—about Catholic groups 

cing themselves for “Da Vinci 
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‘TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE, 


attacks" (April 3); and on thé 
proper way to understand what is 
meant by the so-called newly dis- 
covered “gospel” (April 9); and on , 
a supplement page, a book review 
зош “Ориз Der (April). — % 
— MIGUEL RENOVADO, " 
mmiguelrenovado@yahoo.com у 


Will keep youposted—Ed. — 2 
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INQUIRER Northern Luzon „шшш 
Mobile Internet café roams Batanes 


By Grace Sarmiento-Clavecilla. 
Contributor 


N THE COUNTRYS NORTH- 
ernmost province of Batanes, 
weaving buntal hats is a source 

of livelihood for the Ivatan people, 

who sell the products as souvenir 
items to tourists for P150 apiece. 

тп the Interne age, however buntal makers 
need not be confined to a small local market. 

“The design and craftsmanship of your buntal 
is very impressive. In fact, itis at par with the sig- 
nature golf hats being sold by Australian profes- 
sional golfer Greg Norman,” said Information 

“Technology Commissioner Virgilio Peña at a cer- 

emony in the capital town of Basco lastweek. 

“through the worldwide web, your bat 

weavers can now exhibit your products to a 

bigger market. all you need is a website 

where you can display your products, and an 
шай address through which you can com- 

Tunicate with potential buyers and business 

partners,” Peña said. 

inthe international market, he said, this same 
hat could be sold for $25 (P1,283) to $30 

(P1,540), up to 10 times the loca! retail price. 

Tena graced the launch of the new mobile In- 
temet café service of Smart Communications 

Called the Smart Click, the new facility is 2 40- 

foot container van that has been converted into 

ап airconditioned Intemet café. I is equipped 

‘wth 15 workstations connected to the Intemet 

Via high-speed wireless broadband service. 

реда said Inernet facilities could be used by 
residents to link up with global markes. 


Attraction of remoteness 

Tt seems the very remoteness of Batanes 
(190 km from Aparri, Cagayan, the northern- 
most tip of mainland Luzon, or an 18-hour 
boat tide) has attracted the interest of 
telecommunications companies. 

Smart, in particular has repeatedly made Bas 
co the site for launching or testing new services: 
Over the past four years, it has introduced to the 
province їз satelite phone service, its GSM 
{global system for mobile communication) cellu 
lar phone service, and, recently is wireless 
broadband Internet service and Internet educa- 
Чоп program for publi schools 

"Batanes frst landed on the broadband map 
when public school teacher Florence Cielo of the 
Batanes National High School (BNHS) received 
а сай on her cell phone from a Smart official in 
Metro Manila. Cielo is the schools computer lab- 
oratory manager and head ofthe technology and 
Tivelihood economics deparment. 

`1 was told that our school had been chosen to 
receive equipment, technical assistance, and one- 
year free broadband Intemez connection, courtesy 
ofthe Smart schools program,” Cielo said. 

‘The program is a community service initiative 
designed to help public high school teaches and 
students learn how to tap the web as a leaning 
resource. It provides broadband Iemet connec- 
tii teacher raining programs, and online con- 
tent development programs. 

The BNHS, which has more than 400 stu- 
dents, topped the provinces National Achieve- 
"ent Tess (NAT) in 2004 and outscored im 
Giuarerpansin the regional examinations 

It started accessing the Internet using satellite 
i2003 as par of Microsoft Philippines "Par 
mèrs in Learing Program.” 

"TA that time, the school received 10 personal 
computers courtesy of the "PCs for Public High 
Sthools Program” of the Department of Trade 
‘aid Indust. The problem? The satelite Internet 
connection cost P19,500 a month. 

ould you just imagine the relief I felt when 1 
got hat call бот Smartin June 2005? Not only 
afe we gening some new desktop (computers), 
we're шо етп free teacher raining and Inter- 
net connectivity for a full year” Cielo said. 

$ After the one-year grace period, the BNHS will 
star paying less than P2,000 a month for broad- 
band Internet acces This В stil a small amount 
compared to what they used ro pay, Cielo said. 


“Broadbanding’ education 

"OF course, there are cost savings. But more 
ihponandy; we can now accommodate more 
задела in the computer laboratory because we 
fave more desktops and all 20 of them are con- 

eed to high-speed епи she sald, 

те teachers are also benefiting from the 
‘wealth of information provided by the Internet. 

Te have subjects for which we don't have 
readily available materials in the library As 
ури know, our resources in the library are 
Very limited" Cielo said. 

This is crucial when it comes to science lessons. 
With access to the worlwide web now made 
realy available, teachers по longer have to de 
pend on outdated textbooks to come up with 
‘aching aids, With a few dii, hey can present 
айша uso ations and lesson simulation. 

Exposing the students to the benefits and 
эйе of information and communications tech 
nology has started о increase the demand for 
ret access services, Cielo said. 

‘To meet the growing demand for broadband 
ете aces in emot towns ke Basco, Sar 
‘Snow deploying mobile Inemet cafés. 

Pre are convinced that there В а significant 
demand for Inernet access and oiher commun. 
tations services in remote municipalities, Smart 
Ciis a very cosreffeetive solution,” sod Tins 
Mariano, head of Smarts Publie Access Group. 

f Connected by wireless broadband links pro 
viding speeds of up to 1 mbps (megabits per ser 
Op), Smart Cik wil serve as a neighborhood 


^ ^ + 


Program 
creates 
village of 
one-stop 
digital 
shops 


‘one-stop digital shop. 

Aside from renting out the 15 PCs in the 
shop, the mobile Internet cafés offer desktop 
publishing services, including printing and 
Scanning of documents and photos. 

Chien and adults can ako play online 
games and other entertainment features. 

The café is also a communications center 
where people can connect with friends and 
relatives abroad via e-mail, fax, chat, or web- 
сат (web camera). 

"Smart Click can also serve as a communi- 
ty training facility where people can learn. 
how to use computers and the Interner. We 
hope to help boost computer literacy in the 


countryside with the roll out of this project,” 
Mariano said. 

As of 2004, about 8 million people use the 
Internet in the Philippines, roughly equiva- 
ent to а 5.3-percent penetration rate. This is 
far below most Asian countries—lower than 
China (7.2 percent), Vietnam (7.1 percent) 
and Indonesia (6.5 percent). 

"The high cost or nonavailability of Internet 
access used to be a major constraint to the 
growth of Internet usage in the country: But 
‘hat is now being addressed as telephone com- 
panies bring down Internet access prices and 
Introduce more Internet network facilities in 
many parts ofthe country. 


Grace Sarmiento-Clavecilla, a former reporter of 
Computerworld Philippines, now works as public 
affairs officer of Smart Communications. 
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PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO— 


Movie actor and Sen. Manuel | 


“Lito” Lapid has been lobbying 
the Bases Conversion Develop- 


Original. Propoted ^ 
осп `; JocationotPorac -S$ $ 
ofPorac ү: interchange з 
Interchange * 


ment Authority for the building of | ~ 


an interchange under the 
Japanese-funded — Subic-Clark- 
Tarlac expressway project near his 
estate in Porac, Pampanga, two 
BCDA sources told the INQUIRER. 

tn seeking an interchange at Km 41 i 
cienda Dolores Lapid was not 
his privare interest bur also of а fami 
отта 700 has in the area, sad te sources, 
‘Sho did not want o be named for fear of be- 
ig entangled in the issue. 

The setators campaign, they aimed, had 
ranged him against Porac Mayor Exequiel 
Goo, who reportedly has been k 

a similar structure at Km 44 on 
побег family wich a 1,600-ha property 

Goth sies are near the женеп FVR 
Megadike. 

"EO here's a dispute over where to locate 
the Inter ange,” sid one of the sources 

Reached trough his mobile phone on 
Monday, Lapid denied wanting to personal 
benefit ors che project or working on beha! 


سات ةدرق 


жу 
алгааа 


ofalandowner 

He said he was wrongly thought of working 
for the interest of a landowner he identified 
as “Triple E because they bore the same ini 
tals. 

"Mine is double L. Theirs is Triple L. 1 don't 
have anything to do with that. People tended 
to mix those up,” he said. 

A check by the Inquinen with the Registry of 
Deeds showed that Lapid bought 15 lots with 
a total area of 68.9 has in Hacienda Dolores in. 
1984. 

Titles showed he retained 30.1 has after 
mortgaging 14 lots shortly after Mt. Pina- 
‘ubo's eruptions in 1991. 


= 


2 
а 
Lapid confirmed that he had asked thi 

BCDA to build the structure atKm41. пі 
‘Speaking in Kapampangan, he said! 

“There was an interchange in the origindl 

plan but it was scrapped. There has to be aft 

Exit in Porac because my town and the rest of 

the second district of Pampanga are being 

left behind, That interchange will bring 
progress in the area; Tt can give access to МИ 

Pinatubo, thereby boosting tourism there? 

We have a Kapampangan President, yet we 

could not even have an interchange in thd 

area” ч 
Retired general Narciso Abaya Jr, presi 

dent ofthe state-owned BCDA, denied being 

pressured by the senator "He never ap’ 

proached me," he said ч 
"As of now, the BCDA has no plan to put up 

an interchange along that stretch,” Abaya told 

the nique. Я 
‘According to him, the plan was scrappe 

when the government brought down the 

cost of the loan from P27 billion to P21 bik 

lion. "T 
Abaya said there was “no reason" to build 

a P300-million interchange in Porac be- 

Cause traffic there was low and the connect! 

ing road was 6 km away from the suggested 

"The final design provided no interchange 
in the 35-km stretch from Dinalupihan town 
in Bataan то the Clark Special Economic Zone 
in Pampanga. 

"The SCTE is a 91-km to road connecting 
the Subic Freeport in Zambales, the CSEZ and 
the Luisita Industrial Parkin Tarlac. 19 
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PRINT AND RADIO 


CAN BOOST YOUR 


MARKETING PLAN 


‘Reiners the power of pi and radin: Come to the PANA Mediale- 
A day теда fair ов jet how effective and efie pin and radio 
actione be Adern ad ende academe and solea vc 
iei ic Ape 2121,19 AM о 7 PM at the Ground Fou, ОМ 
Nasa Sc adire Dolo (Bode Apa Tower Ore) Ayain Avene, 
Маза C Hose by she Pine Аюс of Nain Айо 
esperan vi оле Pact Meta Group nd the Кара og mga 
Boothe ng реш (ado Sec. 


Foe mone des contact The PANA Secrenariat 


aie 2D Тып de Sacto, 184 ако Se, Legaspi Vilage, Makati City 
Nos ыта t 75, #602 vo L3 ac ema v malla com ph 
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PROGRAM 


DAY (Api 20, Tend) 
Ирим йрт Kele of Radioda de Adsenlsing Modia Mix 
Дадар С Нез the Power of do 


DAY 2 (Ape 21, Ei 

ЖАБЫК pa Toe Prin Adee Prec 

15 pm so 200 pm, ~ Won rot Cae баке for Cier 
oop. ~ panes Wich Grew Зита Везана. 

Pat yp МА Herm de Lan, Premdene 

Rao Nene 

Т fe or Unie юре, Pit 

By tcl hanap Manga Direi, Sarco 
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—— Across the NATION 
Asthma cases 

traced to port 
quarry project | 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—CTF_voumanalinpcs 
Etat gs ийе Cary Sweeple Ofc and 
Сеа нео: Аи. Бе татыш: Wa gant Fre 
Be re ge of Ж а 
EIN A ет шей pb Че бе 
фер "елли билу иш sing 
ARO HES S nga adminis зета ош [йите нде E 
trator said the permit of Rising Sun hide our children from the fine 
Due ЫВ азоттон cur whl vilage 
Rm Mi c On Se couse, ve wer È 
celled two weeks ago. swathed in red soil,” said Jevani 
se of violations, Roper a idet in a repart 
RT m ane Mang sent o ladan, Her dM 
mane qe эы ad mardi Ма Sin and Ayaat 
Fe Ат, Мене Sidran Ray veal 
пее tee шй any na coer of | YEST OF STRENGTH 
uest filed on Monday and hisre- families showed 12 children afflict- " Leger eiie ай 
due iat е company continued ed with asthma, reports by doctors Members ofthe Ifugao tribo take partin a contest that is based on a ritual. The game is known as Ain Si Kaew а Kankaney word that 
TAT a аршу ише Sinton meet a| таа p aen mano Dapat aa nd een emen nih SN ew 

забот Miri ша ad” Suomi o tab 

тта аач n e aenta mele : : : S 
to start on Tuesday an investiga- quarry operations on the settlers. PSM l K d C b 
Mon af de health and environ. They теропей that бе чапу in cars stolen in Korea seized in Сери 
зао ene Nagi I 

menal conces Nanak, Prec aad о еве. Balambot мала Lourdes Mangaoang, cles of de Korea Customs Ser- 
a er E iei дзен бапа cht men Wio ше тошо бе Tas lerer дей the BOC on 
авза ива узаты gn badei ngas datae Салиш ы impound ш wend Pe medley re. Sgen iw шде to hn Si 
тшше енгеш Mu eO ушаты кушк denke Seid е temer REN SAS Boe idc 
is ROUNDUP 13 week. ceiving a letter from Roh ing investigation of a smuggling 
Physical therapy training timated value of FOOD, nte: kad been busted “with the vision of the Intelligence and on board the MV Pear island, 
borio Gomez Foundation of Davao Слу. The training was held at the Compe [/ 6 h 
Seer Jlonggo stunt man sweeps streets for 16 hours 
‘edge on treating musculoskeletal, neurologic and other physical injuries 


dota rom sia acres, scoliosis bus and osteoporosis: Tampakan ema a s ee dard da none 
faig шиле, гаты, коа батона вора шара РИ : алу E RE 

ems who have no access to теда пейт a prey  AUMODIAN, LONLO- Sount man Pesse i budget has ot changed penses and organizing costs- 
" : Jess Caigoy finally decided to quit since 2003, said Gavilles.  Caigoy, who spent 27 years in 
but Bot Caigoy began sweeping the Manila as an office clerk and lat- 


Ingunn hospital. 


Subdivision exec slain 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna— Two men shot and kiled the president ot a 


past 

afer seing what he hoped would streets at 7:25 a.m. Monday at, er as a stunt man, returned to 
be a world record for continuous his native Leon town, 28 km his hometown with his family 
neighborhood association of a subdivision located a few meters from this а dee) ы 
‘camp on Sunday dawn. Police said Lolita Ariola, 52, president of he Sta. menegi southwest of Iloilo City. He only because he said “life was getting 


уу I E eor CERA qe 
lamba City was walking toward the gate of the subdivision at around: гучне? Ы ч фае 
күүс Qiu isa um, quet раа аста а ا‎ 
iers fled on board a still unknown vehici le said the motive ick at 12:32 am, made of eventus сате hool to 
ee a т ee sir jn witha PVC pipe handle. performing, incredible feats of 
ne amos, PDI Southern Lazon биеш started his feat and after cover- from Leon, he continued physical endurance like break- 
5 ing 22km. sweeping to the neighboring Ali- ing wine botdesin his head, lick- 
Luggage X-ray machine ET had difficulty hearing and performing extreme stunts, modiantownand was on his third ing electric, fan blades while 
my steps were getting smaller ‘hopes to earn a spotin the Guin- and last eight-hour leg in San they rotated at full speed, and 
LEGAZPI CITY—With the resump- my emer" Calgoy yesterday ness Bookof World Records.  Miguelwhenexhaustonsetin. _ pulling a саг with a rope at- 
tion ofA Philippines’ operation. п told the qua at his aircon- Не said they would send Although short of his target, tached to knives embedded in 
scadontoieManie-Leaepisay болей room at the Aeomm video documentation and other Caigoy won the hearts of resi his stomach. 
Mus oP Aires Вен Dam Hospira! where he rest. Pire of мом O уе word dents who lined up the streets His long list of stunts have 
— ырны а A Ford body to back up his unti the evening. landed him in “Ripley's Believe 
repai oc replace he luggage I Short of his target of sweep. diim "The residents who were curi- It or Not” Incredible Features, 
таеп ct apo. Gov Fer- ng nonsropfor 24hours Caigoy , Caizoy dem performed the ous and sth ы him clean AXN Action channel and in local 
п о осын кепи ај fear to help raise funds for the the streets shook his hand and variety shows. 
зуоэтрат берабт ast” ing nce vo quitat Barangay premere Aenean Die gemina. in 2003, he tied to set a 
пез otra baggage гы. rambo in San Miguel town, а trict Hospital. Ie was overwhelming,” said Guinness record by pedaling on 
erated a request to the Department of Budget and Management for P1.2 mil- Kilometer from the poblacion. Dr Emesto Gavilles, hospital Caigoy. “stepper,” an exercise machine 
fion to solve the problem. “T cried but I later realized | get sid d leon Councilor Roberto Cale- thatsimulates liming stairs, to 
E was not breaking a record but from donations during Caigoys or II, theevent organizer saidthe set a record for the most steps 
Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Lazon Boreal Sng one,” he said. Sunt would help the SObed total amount of donations and done in 12 hours. But the каг 
Computer fee questioned “Ene ONT che scorching heat hospital acquire equipment, pledges was sil being deter. was not recognized by Ciim 
LEGAZPI CITY- Some 10 studens tthe argu aor oY eee рө ни а а ЭШЕ нк малаа асс 
School (BNHS) Oro Site Extension campus here were surprised by the ius past noon andn 1 rganizers are hoping nt 
Sea (HHS re a Per oo anaana ca Maclay «oc bin dow Nee eon domin a о "ite not just a hobby I don't 
MPO dr clearance The students claimed they were alowed to use the x Monday wore him O 45- because more than half of our donations.Underanagreement, care if | bleed because I feel 2 
computers only once or twice during the school year. This was. ‘confirmed year-old Caigoy, who has been annual P21 million budget goes 70 percent of the proceeds, or sense of fulfillment when I per- 
by the school's finance officer, Jeff Buiza, who claimed that he had remitted dubbed the “Master of Pain” for to salaries ...," Gavilles ‘told the P70,000, will be donated to the form the feats,” ‘said Caigoy. 
{othe principal, Norma Orosco, whatever amount he collected. Higher 
Sahoo! authorities could not explain the collection and whare the money 
went Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Peery GS DA warns of red tide in Ilocos mussels, oysters 


LUCENA CITY—Army soldiers discovered another New People's Атту у - Я * 
АТ та Madre mountain ranges on Apr 7. Southern МОКУ, PANGASINAN—THE Domenden, ina lettertoGov. Vic- keting and eating shellfish from Fisheries and Aquatic Resource 


(PA) oarnp Iache Sar Масти o ете аш aqas on Department of Apain inthe Бк AMEN Said the results of- their areas until further notice.” showed that mussels gathered in 
Laron Garden Lt Con Podra en aalt twn atunda ноп acot reglon has advised agains the aralas of eh del meat p DO en a ‘hat Luciene and Luna villages in 
MAE s aa Mieka ннан бааа d эйр кың жены owed that these were fish harvested from the same ar- Bolinao and Siapar in Anda were 
tan aipe а to Anibongan, Pane ol Ты терк ме onesies), taba (oysters) and contaniosned wh Potent from eas are safe for human consump- positive for red tide poison. 
awn, The solders recovered nde. o GP 2000Motoroaradios with Other shellfish from Anda and red de organisms Чоп, provided these are fresh and "Тһе local governments of Am- 
іно headsets; two extra chargers and a battery pack; one sack of other shellish from Anda were Ар ауа enjoined the mayors washed thoroughly and theirin- da and Bolinao are monitoring 
fmo Rondel: вно нта опат н ад assorted ситет, 50 found positive for red tide po of the wo towns D пота ше temal organs, suchas gills and in- the affected areas" Domenden 
Computer CDs, and an NPA lag. soning. public to “refrain from harvest-  testines, are removed. said. Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, 
O. ln Maer: РО Southern Lazon erm " DA Regional Director Nestor ing, gathering, transporing.mar- Records from the Bureau of PDINorthern Luzon Bureau 


Head of mine spill probe team comes out in open against mining 


By Bobby Labalan lowed to resume operations its operations to see whether ernment regulators from the very had done. A fish scare that gripped the 
Pr southern Luzon Bureau while the investigation was thesafeguardsitputin placeto san Lee said the investigation fishing towns of Sorsogon and 
still ongoing. evene (шше spills were The bishop, however refused must be based on scientific deprives. PE ір out to of 
SORSOGON CITY—THE СОМ.  Bastes, a staunch mining criti, working to laborate on the commission's facts and not on mere specu- livelihood is turning out to be 
Shen created by Malacafang said the commission had asked “These test runs should be a findings. lations for results to be credi- based on a false report that 
mission created by Мааса лад Malacaheng to extend for aoc welcome move for the commis бот, Raul, Lee has ex Bie mercury was contaminating 
нан of the operation of er month a one-month timetable sonsincethebodyissupposedto pressed боза anor ihe An independent study by fish and other marine crea- 
vestigation of the operation ае ik gave the commission to finish Бе for fact-finding. Шке a саг be. commissions impartiality es the Un erty of the Philip- tures, 
Philippines Inc. (LPI) voiced thejob. be for faring бшнш, you Bastes and some of his mem- pines Natural Sciences Re The Nationa) MS of In- 
Philippines шоп to allowing Lawyer Julito Sarmiento, won't know if its compliant шь bers are known to be mining arch Institute has confirmed vestigation has already start. 
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Chop-chop murders in Saudi ¦ 


From page Al 

"The suspects were rounded up on April 11, 
seven days after body parts were found and 
the disappearance of the six Filipinos was re- 
ported. 

Tn a phone interview last night, a DFA offi- 
cial quoting a report from the consulate in 
Jeddah said authorities had so far pieced to- 
gether some of the body parts but that the 
corpse “did not look like a Filipino.” 

"There was also "a hand" that did not match 
the other parts and which apparently be- 
longed to another person, the official said. 


Tt was not immediately known whether the 
body parts belonged to those who were re 
ported missing. 

тһе Philippine consulate in Jeddah has 
made representations with Brig. Gen. Mo- 
hamad Al-Zainan of the Central Police Direc- 
torate. 

As of yesterday the DPA said, the mission was. 
stil амай a report it requested from the police, 
concerning the condition of the Filipinos as well 
asthe specific charges they could be facing. 

Consul General Pendosina Lomondot had 
not been allowed to view the recovered body 


parts either, the department said. 


18 Filipino miners 

‘On Monday, the DFA reported that another’ 
group of Filipinos had been detained in Jed- 
dah since last week, this time on allegations 
that they stole unprocessed gold from thé 
mining company that employed them. D 

Eighteen Filipino miners working for thé 
Saudi Arabian Mining Co. aroused suspicion 
when melted pieces of gold, bags of rocks and 
soil, and melting paraphernalia were found iti 
their quarters during an inspection. 2 
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Spain lauds GMA for commuting death sentences ' 


From page Al 


statement, quoting the Spanish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation. 

"The statement was coursed through Philip- 
pine Ambassador to Madrid Joseph Bernardo. 

"The situation of Mr. Larrañaga has been the 
object of maximum attention on the part of the 
different institutions of the Spanish state that 
has been ай the time interested in his fate be- 
fore the Philippine authorities, it said. 

1с cited the messages of concern issued by 
the Spanish king and then President Jose Ma. 
Aznar, as well as "the interest of the Parlia- 
ment, and the personal representations of the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, 
the Minister of Defense, and the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs." 

“The Spanish government wishes to express 
its most sincere gratitude to the government of 
the Philippines, in particular to its President, 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo,” it added. 


Abducted 

‘The Chiong sisters were abducted on the 
evening of July 16, 1997, while waiting for their 
father to pick them up at the Ayala Center Cebu. 

‘The body of Marijoy, 20, was found two 
days later in a secluded ravine in the nearby 
town of Carcar. 

Jacqueline, 23, has never been found. 

Larrañaga's death sentence had drawn ap- 
pedis for clemency from visiting Spanish dele- 
gations, among them lawmakers and diplo- 
mats, as well as other European groups op- 
posed to the death penalty. 

"The lobbying apparently paid off early on. 
Last November, the Spanish newspaper El 
Pais reported that Ms Arroyo had assured 
then visiting Spanish Defense Minister Jose 
Bono that Larrafiaga's death sentence would 
mot be carried out "while she is President.” 


Robinsons Malls bring you the Mad Science series 
from the world's leading fun science provider. 


Let Your Kids enjoy an exciting, hands-on and 
educational summer experience at 
the Robinsons Malls. 


SHOW SCHEDULE 
April 22-Pioneer 


April 23-Galleria & Novaliches 
May 1-Manila & Angeles 
May 6-Pampanga & Sta. Rosa 
May 7-Dasmarifias 
May 13-Metro East 
May 27- Imus & Lipa 


Time: 4PM 


Guaranteed to entertain 
both kids & adults alike! 


For further Inguirios, contact Ad & Promo 


орі. 683100 loc. 780/782. 


THECHIONG SISTERS, Marijoy (left) and elder sister Jacqueline, whose body has not been 
found to this day, were abducted while waiting for their father to pick them up at Ayala 


Center Cebu. 


The convicthimselfhad consistently prodaimed 
his innocence, saying he was in Quezon City at- 
tending a cooking dass on the day ofthe crime. 


2 life terms 

Larrañaga, Josman Aznar, Rowen Ad- 
lawan, Alberto Cano, Ariel Balansag and 
brothers James Andrew and James Anthony 
Uy drew two life sentences each in May 1999. 
for the rape-murder of ће Chiong sisters. 

Ina bizarre twist ín the case, Judge Martin 
Ocampo, who had tried and convicted the 
seven youths, was found dead in a hotel room. 
in Cebu in October 1999. 

‘Authorities later ruled his death a suicide 
and said that no foul play was involved. 

‘In February 2004, the Supreme Court up- 
graded the punishment of Larrañaga et al. 
except for one of the group, to death by lethal 
injection. 

"The life sentence on James Anthony Uy, 
who was a minor at the time of the crime, was 
retained. 

Та July last year, the Supreme Court en 
banc denied the motions for reconsideration, 
filed by Larrafiaga and four other convicts. 


Entry of judgment 

But according to New Bilibid Prisons Direc- 
tor Vicente Vinarao, only after the Supreme 
Court had made an “entry of judgment” on his 
Sentence would Larrañaga join the 81 death 
Tow inmates whose penalties had been "af 
firmed with finality” and who would be aut 
matically covered by the Presidents commu- 
tation, 

"Based on NBP records obtained by the о 
s, atleast 198 death row inmates are waiting for 
theitsentences to be affirmed with finality" 

Larrañaga is included in this number 
Vinarao said. 

“Once enuy of judgment is made by the 
Supreme Court and the order is handed down to 
ts thats the time the Office of the President will 
issue another order for commutation," he said. 

But Vinarao expressed certainty that Larrañaga 


would benef from the commutation, saying that 
his sentence had been affirmed and that he was 
"only waiting for the papers from the high cour. 

'Vinarao said the 81 convicts ready for com- 
mutation—emong them four women—had 
been assigned toa separate cell in Building 1. 

“When the President hands down the com- 
mutation order, they will be ready to undergo 
the one-month physical and neuro-psychi- 
atric orientation," he said. 


Inmates’ wish 

An inmate, who requested anonymity fo 
security purposes, said he and other death 
convicts with appeals pending in court were 
wishing that all 1,120 prisoners in Building P 
Would be covered by the commutation. 

"ме are praying and hoping that the re 
prieve will not be discriminating. We pray 
that even those whose sentences are under re, 
view will be included,” he said. г 

“The inmate said most of the convicts оп death, 
row were farmers and vendors from poor families 
who were convicted of kidnapping for ransom 
ımurder and violation ofthe Dangerous Drugs Act: 

Others were convicted of car theft with mu! 
der highway robbery and parricide, he said. 

“We and our families are really thankful to the, 
President. Our relatives working abroad have 
sent email messages to che Office of the Pes 
dent expressing our gratitude,” the inmate said. 


‘Moral high ground’ 

“We also pray that the victims of the crimes 
we committed would have space in theit 
hearts for forgiveness,” he said, À 

A DPA official, who declined to be named be 
cause he was not authorized to speak to reporter, 
Said the Spanish message praising Ms Arroyo fot 
her move was a welcome development for Philip: 
pine foreign service officers lobbying to save Fl 
{пов working overseas rom death sentences, 

He said the President's move put the Philip“ 
pine government on а “moral high ground” iv, 
asking other states to spare the lives of con: 
demned Filipinos for humanitarian reasons. 


Gonzalez: I almost exonerated them 


From page At 
ures,” Gonzalez said. "There is no evidence of 
conspiracy" 

Gonzalezs move, in effect, modified the 
resolution of the Olongapo City Prosecutor's 
Office holding the four US Marines criminally 
liable for conspiracy to commit rape. 

Gonzalez said he would order the Depart- 
ment of Justice panel tasked to prosecute the. 
Subic rape case to file a motion revising its 
charge sheet. 

He said Smith remained as the principal ac- 
cused not only because of the strong evidence 
against him, but also because Smith did not file 
а counteraffidavit о refute the charges against 
him. "He did not controvert the allegation 
against him by the victim,” Gonzalez said. 

"The accused Marines have insisted that on- 
ly one of them had sex with the woman, 
whose identity has been withheld upon her 
request, and that it was consensual, 

"The men are in the custody of the US Embassy. 
1t has refused to hand them over to Philippine. 
authorities, citing the Visiting Forces Agreement. 
that gives American officials custody of US ser- 
vicemen accused of crimes ший the completion. 
of their trial. 


‘Legally incorrect? 

Evalyn Ursua, one of the private lawyers of 
the complainant, said Gonzalez’ decision 
was "legally incorrect," pointing out that a 
Suspect becomes an accessory for something 
done after or subsequent to the crime. 

'Ursua explained there are three conditions for 
a downgrade: When the suspect "profited" from 
the crime, when he concealed the effects or in- 
struments ofthe crime to prevent is discovery, or 
helped in the escape of the principal accused. 

What the three Marines did along with 
Smith in the van did not fall under these three 
conditions Ursua told ће Inguma n a phone. 


interview. 

"They were all there before, during and ай, 
ter the crime,” she said. "They were cheering, 
‘Smith on. They were all rowdy and inducing 
him to doit.” 

“So for me, it escapes my imagination how 
Secretary Gonzalez rationalized that deci” 
sion,” she said. ў 

1 


Victim disappointed | 
Ursua said the victim expressed “disappoint 
ment and frustration over whats happening 
When teldafyesterday’sdevelopment. — || 
She said that it further irked her that Gon 
zalez seemed to be “conditioning the mind off 
the publie” in the days leading to yesterday 
ruling, citing previous media reports quoting 
the DO's intention to downgrade the charges} 
against the suspect. " 


Brickbats expected d 
Gonzalez said he anticipated brickbatil 
from the victim'sside and other women andi 
cause-oriented groups. i 
"This is hat I find inthe evidence [of the 
case). If they are not satisfied {with it], does] 
not bother me," he said. i 

"The alleged rape had triggered anti-Ameri 

can protests by leftist groups ar ће US Em: 

assy, using the incident as an issue to ques 
tion Philippine ties withthe United States. 8 
‘On Monday, Gonzalez ordered а new рге 
liminary investigation to look into the eimig 
nal liability of Timoteo Soriano, who was the 
driver ofthe Starex van the Marines rode in. 3 
Soriano could be charged аз an accoms: 
plice—penalized with 12 to 20 years ириў 
onment. [ 
“He was the driver and he must have} 
known (what was taking place). He could} 
have reported it to the police authorities, H 
Gonzalez said. ў 
۾‎ oa 
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GMA willing to stake ‘position’ amid protests 


‚ ByGil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


DESPITE PROTESTS FROM 
crime victims and the legal ques- 
tions raised, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo is willing to stake her 
"position" on her commutation of 
all death sentences to life terms. 

“As in many instances in the 
past, she is placing her position 
©п the line even while acknowl- 
edging the negative reactions and 
strong arguments against it," 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said yesterday in the course of 
disputing the statement ofa legal 
expert that Ms Arroyo had en- 
croached on the territory of 
Congress and the Supreme 
Court. 

"The President's latest action. 
affirms her deeply held personal 
Christian values and does not vio- 
Jate the constitutional separation 
of powers,” Bunye said. 

But Executive Secretary Eduar- 
до Ermita said the President her- 
self was open to changing her 
mind on the new policy if the 
crime rate zoomed higher. 

He also reiterated that only 
those cases that had reached final 
judgment in the Supreme Court 
‘would be covered by it. 

In a radio interview, Ermita 
said Ms Arroyos decision "de- 
pended on the situation at that 
time," suggesting that she could 
change her mind on the matter. 

“1f the President sees that the 
crime rate, especially of heinous 
crimes, is rising, she will not hesi- 
tate to change her policy” he 
said, 

For the moment, however, Ms 
Arroyo “believes that it is just 
right [to commute death sen- 
tences] for compassionate rea- 
sons, especially for those, in 
prion who ere old and sc” e 


“Unequivocal’ 
But while Ermita hinted of the 
possiblity of Ms Arroyo changing 


her position, Bunye told re- 
porters: "The important thing is 
the President has made her deci 
sion. Ies unequivocal, and its 
based on law and on Christian. 
values." 

Bunye said Ms Arroyo was 
viewing the matter “not as a polit- 
ical battle but as а basic moral is- 
Sue affecting prolife value, in the 
belief that forgiveness and com- 
passion will serve the best inter- 
est of the nation and society" 

"The Presidents moral com- 
pass clearly indicates that no exe- 
tutions wil take place under her 
term. And she is prepared to cer- 
tify legislation to abolish the 
death penalty so that this issue 
can be fully discussed and debat- 
fed upon in the legislature,” he 
said. 

Не stressed that the country 
could expect no executions of 
death convicts for the rest of Ms 
Arroyo's term, and harped on her. 
readiness to certify as urgent bills 
seeking to abolish the death 
penalty 


Only 100 

Ermita reiterated the Depart- 
ment of Justice's clarification that 
only about 100 death row com- 
iets would have their sentences 
‘commuted because the cases of 
the others had not yet been de- 
dared final and executory by the 
Supreme Court. 

There are more than 1,000 on. 
death row but it does not mean 
that they will be given commuta- 
tions because thelr cases are stil 
being reviewed," he said. 

Adres Bautista, dean of the 
far Eastern Univery Institute of 
Law, had previously pointed out 
that the President could only 
commute the death sentences of 
those whose cases had reached f- 
nal judgment in the high court. 

‘The President had announced 
in her Easter message that she 
wes commuting all death sen- 
tences to life imprisonment. 


No pardon, no parole ... 


From page Al 


тоуо about capital punishment 
during thé latter's visits to Cebu 
last year. She said Ms Arroyo re- 
peatedly expressed a position 
against. 

‘According to Thelma, she 
could accept albeit with a heavy 
heart the fact that the death sen- 
tences of Paco Larrañaga et al. 
would be commuted 

Bur she said she would not take 
sitting down the possibility 
ай death convicts, including 
killers of my two daughters,” 
would be pardoned or paroled. 

“1 can agree to life in prison 
provided there is no way they can 
get out of jail; no pardon, по pa- 
role," she said. 


Pressure from EU 

‘Thelma said she believed that 
the President's decision was also 
shaped by pressure from the Et 
ropean Union, which is cam- 
paigning against the Death Penal- 
tylaw. 

She lamented that the Presi- 
dent did not conduct consulta- 
tions on the matter before an- 
nouncing the commutation of all 
death sentences. 

Thelma said that even if 
Congress decided to abolish the 
death penalty, she and the CAV 


would continue to lobby for it. 

She said her group wanted 
capital punishment for persons 
who had committed heinous 
crimes like rape and murder. 

‘Those who raped and killed 
her daughters deserved the death 
penalty, she said. 


Audience with СМА 

larrahaga's family welcomed 
the news about the Presidents 
decision 

But his mother, Margarita 
Larrafiaga, said the family still 
wanted the President to grant 
him an absolute pardon or exec: 
utive clemency. 

She said their next move 
would be to try to have an audi- 
‘ence with Ms Arroyo, 

‘Margarita Larrañaga said the 
family sent a letter to Ms Arroyo 
in February, through the Office of 
the Presidential Assistance for 
Central Visayas, asking her to 
make time to listen to the state- 
ments of witnesses attesting to 
her son's innocence. 

“The President has the prerog- 
ative to grant executive clemency 
ог absolute pardon. We are hop- 
ing that perhaps she might listen 
to the witnesses that the court did 
mot listen to... But there's no 
feedback [from the Palace) yet,” 
the mother said. 
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Ermita also downplayed the 
warnings of revenge raised by 
families of the vietims of heinous 

"This is only the immediate re- 
action of the relatives. We are not 
blaming them for what they are 
thinking, but I'm sure their minds 
will be cleared soon. First, the. 
death row convicts will still be 
jail. Second, they will stay inj 
for 20 to 30 years,” he said. 


Haven for traffickers 

Former Sen. Ernesto Herrera, 
the principal author of the Death 
Penalty Law (Republic Act No. 
7659), warned that the repeal of 
the law would make the country a 
“comfortable haven for drug traf- 
fickers.” 

Herrera, who authored the law 
primarily to make drug traffick- 
ing a heinous crime punishable 
by death, recommended that 
Congress amend the law but keep. 
the death penalty for drug traf- 
fickers and rapists of minors, 

He questioned the propriety of 
the Presidents decision to com- 
mute all death sentences to life im- 
prisonment, saying she should not 
use the death penalty issue as а 
‘means to court the support of the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines on Charter change. 

“What is foremost in her mind 
over anything else is how she can. 
stay in power. Sobra pa sa kapit sa 


Herrera. 
might be s 
7659 that 


fickers but 
the Senate 
es, even car 

"But these 


he believes 


Philippines 


ten 


“Neverthe 
the state has 


patalim (Shed grip the knife's 
'edge)," he said. 


Such as crimes against property 
that resulted in a killing because. 
the victim had fought back, 

He recalled that the bill was 
originally intended for drug traf- 


not included when the bill was fi 
nally approved in 1993. 

Herrera said that while it was 
пр to Congress to repeal the law, 


death penalty as a deterrent, the 


shipment point. 

‘As it was, he said, the Philip- 
pines was already considered an 
illegal drug manufacturing cen- 


Right, wrong 

In Dagupan City Archbishop 
Oscar Cruz described the Presi 
dents decision as both 
and “wrong.” 

“Ie is right because the state is 
never the source of life of any citi- 
zen and therefore it has no right 
to take the life of any-citizen,” 
Cruz told reporters. 


agreed that there 
some cases under RA 
could be excluded, 


that his colleagues in 
inserted other offens- 
theft and smuggling. 

¢ two offenses were 


like rape and murder. 


d that without the 


would become a drug 


will keep quiet” 


Tight" 
Criz said. 
Unimpressed 


jeles, it is true that 


time passes, 
s the right to regulate. 


how life is led, especially in refer- 
ence to rights and compliance 
with obligations,” he said. 

‘The archbishop, a staunch crit- 
ie of Ms Arroyo, also said her йе: 
dision was right because “a life 
sentence is not really that much 
Jess than a death sentence." 

^ death sentence means you 
suffer only fora couple of minutes 
while a life sentence means you 
are behind bars during your entire 
life, which is painful,” he said. 

Cruz said his heart went out to 
the relatives of vietims of crimes 


“But when we forgive people 
who offended us, it does not 
mean that the [offenders] are al- 
ready forgiven by God," 

According to Cruz, commuting 
death sentences is wrong “if it is 
used as transactional polities, or 
if the President is commuting 
death to life so that the bishops 


"The CBCP had raised two ques- 
tions: The legitimacy of Ms Ar- 
royo's presidency and the flawed 
Charter change process. 

“The commutation does not 
answer these two questions,” 


He added: "If the President is 
really prolife, why is it that as 

there are more 
Killings of [members of] cause- 


oriented groups, and these are 
not solved?" 

‘The human rights group Kara- 
patan is not impressed with the 
President's move. 

Karapatan, along with the Ecu- 
menical Movement for Justice 
and Peace, issued the reminder 
that since 2001, when Ms Arroyo 
rose to power, 556 persons had 
been killed extrajudicially which 
shehad yetto condemn. 

"There are also 199 victims who 
survived attacks that Karapatan 
said it had reason to believe 
should be blamed on the sup- 
posed death squads of the Philip- 
pine military. 

In the first quarter of 2006 
alone, Karapatan said, there were 
53 killings of members of such 
groups as Bayan Muna and its al- 
lied organizations in the legal 
leftist movement. 

"The government has not only 
failed to resolve the killings and 
bring the perpetrators to the bar of 
justice, it has also abetted the rise. 
in extrajudicial killings and invol- 
untary disappearances, among 
other human rights violations, 
with its counter-insurgency pro- 
gram,” said Karapatan secretary 
general Marie Hilao-Enriquez. 

With reports from Christine О. 
Avendaño in Manila; Jhunnex 
Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bu- 
reau; Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, 
PDI Northern Luson Bureau 


he said 


Rep. Asistio: I was a death row convict 


From page Al 


tence of hit men inside the New Bilibid Pris- 
ons in Muntinlupa City who would liquidate 
fellow convicts fora fe. 

He recalled one instance when a rich Tai- 
wanese businessman paid the ай warden and 
з fellow death convict to put down Benjamin 
Ong, who had killed the businessman's son. 

“But I succeeded in scutting their plans 
twice since Ong is my friend,” Asistio said. 

"He said the Taiwanese tried to have Ong 
eliminated three times and bribed Asistio 
‘with P1 million, but to no avail, according to 
the ex-convict. 

‘Ong was eventually pardoned and left for 
the United States to start a new Ше. 

He is now a "happy California-based citi- 
zen,” Asistio said. 


Big Four Gang 

sitio was рап of the 60s notorious “Big 
Four Gang” a group of young men from 
Caloocan and Malabon said to be the most 
feared on the nightclub stip on Roxas Boule- 
Nard, which was then called Dewey Boulevard. 

‘According to Supreme Court records, Asis- 
tio and Benigno Urquico were among the ac 
fused in the December 1962 kidnap-for-tan- 
Som of Chua Pao. 

Urquico was sentenced to life imprisonment 
in 1964 In December 1965, strongman Ferdi- 
nand Marcos commuted his sentence to 17 to 
20 years. On Dec, 16, 1999, then President 
Joseph Esrada granted Urquico a full pardon. 

‘isto, meanwhile, spent 13 years at the 
NBP before his death sentence was commuted 
to life imprisonment. Eventually he was par- 
doned by Marcos 

'Asistio, a member of the House minority, 
believes that life imprisonment is a heavier 
penalty than death. 1f you will be executed 
(by electric char at that time), that solves ай 
your problems," he said in Filipino. 

He recalled that convicts serving Ше terms 
would rather face execution than spend their 
entire lives în misery at the NBR 

Не cited the case of former Nueva Ecija 


Philippine 
‘Overseas 
Employment 


Rep. Nicanor de Guzman who was also par- 
doned by Malacafiang, 

“Ako dating convict, naging congressman; 
siya (De Guzman) naman dating congressman 
та naging convict (I was an ex-convict who be- 
‘came a congressman; he was a former congress- 
‘man who became a convict,” quipped Asistio. 

Tn supporting the commutation of all death, 
sentences, Asistio said: "Ies not the gravity of 
the punishment, its the certainty that when 
you commit a crime you will be arrested.” 


Hiring hit men 

Takinga cue from Asistio's fate, other House. 
members appealed to all crime victims and 
their relatives to be reasonable. They should 
not take the law into their hands by hiring hit 
men to kill erstwhile death convicts 

‘Representatives Marcelino Libanan and Dou- 
glas Cages said the courts had already rendered 
Justice to cime victims and their relatives, Even 
if President Macapagal-Arroyo commuted the 
sentences of death row convicts, this did notal- 
ter the guilty verdict of the courts. 

banan said the plan by heinous crime sur- 
микоз and their families to hire hit men inside he 
NBP for revenge "defies reason, values and faith." 

"We appeal to them to remain calm and 
continue to abide by and respect the law. The 
Presidents decision does not change the 
courts’ guilty judgment rendered on these 
сопу and the prescription for capital pun- 
ishment for the crimes they committed,” 
Libanan said, adding that making an issue of 
the separation of powers lacked merit. 


Only during GMA's term? 

"It was an exercise of presidential preroga- 
tive. The commutation does not mean the 
courts cannot impose the death penalty. It on- 
ly imposed a moratorium on executions now 
during the President's term,” he said. 

Cagas said the threats of revenge from crime 
victims should be taken seriously by the NBR 

“The NBP has to double their security mea 
sures. Prevention is 
always the best secu- 


rity policy" he said. Philippi: 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘Php онот Zora му 


Although he sympathized with the crime. 
victims and their families, Cagas said "its best 
for them to follow the law and keep their faith 
inthe country’s justice system." 
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a NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Suyo, Dingras neos Not 2013 
TIN 000.716309- V 


‘(077 704.0082/704.71-28 cal BIB. а No, 194328 


INVITATION FOR ACCREDITATION OF CONTRACTORS, 
‘SUPPLIERS AND/OR SERVICE PROVIDERS 


The llocos Norte Electric Cooperative, Inc. is inviting 
contractors, suppliers and/or service providers for accreditation 
in the procurement of equipment, line materials and/or services 
needed in the operation and other projects of INEC. 


The following requirements are: 


Letter of Intent, company profile, track records, technical and 
financial capability (latest Audited Financial Statement) 
creditor banks, bank references, BIR Certificates, DTI 
Registration, current business license and product 
endorsement. 


Required documents must be submitted to this office starting 
on the Sth day following its publication addressed to: 


ENGR. EDWIN P. PASCUA 

CHAIRMAN - ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE 
ILOCOS NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Suyo, Dingras, Ilocos Norte 


INEC reserves the right to reject any applicant, to waive any 
defect or informality, assume no obligation whatsoever of 
indemnity to the applicant for any expense or loss that the 
applicant may incur in applying for accreditation. 


(524) ROMILLAS C. PASCUAL 


General Manager 


‘Administration Sexi rire ni Vote T nt їз 


MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 05 
(series of 2006) 


To: ALL CONCERNED 
SUBJECT : GUIDELINES ON THE RECRUITMENT AND 
DEPLOYMENT OF FILIPINO WORKES TO PALAU 


In line with the Administration's thrust to ensure the welfare 
of Filipino workers bound for Palau the following documents 
shall be submitted to POEA for evaluation/approval of 
accreditation: 


Special Power of Attorney duly authenticated by the 
Philippine Embassy in Palau 
Authenticated manpower request indicating the position 
and salary of the workers to be hired. 
Authenticated master employment contract of the 
principallemployer 

i. Valid business license/commercial registration of the 
principallemployer 
Visa or equivalent documents. 


In case the principallamployer is a foreign placement 
agency, a list of the direct employers, their addresses 
and workers needed shall be submitted. 


For additional job orders, the Philippine recruitment agency 
shall submit the authenticated manpower request from the 
foreign principallemployer. 

For strict compliance. 


(Sgd.) ROSALINDA DIMAPILIS BALDOZ 


‘Administrator 
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Computer University” 


In celebration of the 25th Year of AMA 


29% 
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Nowy) LT.-BASED HEALTHCARE COURSES 


Practical Nursing* + Certified Nursing Aide" 
Professional Caregiving * Medical Transcription 
* Ladderieed education leading to 8S Nursing. 


(NOW) CALL CENTER SHORT COURSE 
J English Proficiency Program for Call Center Representative 


‘OTHER LT BASED COURSE OFFERINGS: 

Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 

Specializations include Robotics Computer Animation Multimedia 
‘Technologies Software Development Systems and Software Engineering 
Bachelor of Science in information Management 

Specializations include Robotics „Network Administration * 

Web Application Development 

Bachelor of Science in Information Technology. 

Specializations include Robotics * Network Administration * 

Web Application Development 

COLLEGE OF үм тн, 

Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering 

Specializations include Robotics * Electronics and Communications + 
Network Administration 

Bachelor of Science in Electronics and Communications Engineering 
Specializations include Robotics * Computer and Control System * 
Network Administration - Mobile Communications Technology 
Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering 

Specializations include Robotics Computer and Control System + 
Electronics and Communications = Power Systems 
Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering 

Specializations include Robotics Organization and Decision Science + 
Production Engineering 

COLLEGE OP HIUSINISS ADMINISTRATION AND ACCOUNTANCY 

BS in Accountancy 

BSBA major in Entrepreneurship Financial Management + 
Health Institution Management » Management Management 
Information System Marketing 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Bachelor of Secondary Éducation major in Math “English 

* Computer Science 

Bachelor of Elementary Education 

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

АВ Economics English - Mass Communications + 

Political Science = Psychology BS Psychology 

MARITMESTUDIES 

Seafarer’ Rating Courses 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 

Master in Business Administration Master in Public 
Administration * Master of Science in Computer Science « 

Master of Arts in Computer Education + MS in Information. 
Technology MS in Computer Studies 
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Opposition, 
gov't brace 
for May 1 
protests 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION 15 BRACING 
for another government crackdown on May 1 
as party-list representatives warned that the 
administration might use the traditional La- 
bor Day protests to crush its critics. 

“Akbayan party-list Rep. Risa Hontiveros said 
Malacañang would use the protests to again de- 
dare a state of emergency чо finish its crack- 
down against the opposition.” 

Anakpawis partylist Rep. Rafael Mariano 
said the administration was trying to “condi- 
tion” the public to a “violent dispersal of Labor 
Day protests.” 

Не noted the signs that the administration 
was about to launch another crackdown: the 
police was already preparing measures against 
Street protests and administration lawmakers 
were hyping reports that President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's enemies were again recruiting soldiers 
fora new coup plot on Labor Day 

Hontiveros accused the Palace of creating an 
“imaginative scenario to link legitimate expres- 
sions of dissent to an alleged coup plot against 
the government.” 

“This is clearly а waming to ant-GMA forces 
to abandon their plans to launch their traditional 
street protests on May 1 she said in a statement. 

"The claim that a new coup plot was being 
hatched to coincide with the Labor Day protests 
foreshadowed] a malicious intent to declare а 
stare of emergency again,” she said. 

Hontiveros also warned that а new crack- 
down would not spare opposition lawmakers 
since Congress was not in session. 

"Sessions will resume on May 15, 2006, so 
come Labor Day, if the government feels bold 
enough, expect to see more opposition leaders 
in Congress arrested,” Hontiveros said. 

Following a foiled coup plot, the President 
declared a state of national emergency last Feb. 
24 on the eve of the 20th anniversary of the 
1986 People Power Revolution. The police vio. 
lendy dispersed opposition rallies because of 
the attempted coup. 

"The government chen filed rebellion charges 
against Mariano and буе other party-list legista- 
tors for alleged involvement in the plot. 

Yesterday Mariano said “the climate of fear 
the Arroyo government intends to create” in the 
run-up to May 1 would not threaten the Filipino 
working class. 

"On May 1, rain or shine, tens of thousands of 
workers, farmers, women, youth and other poor 
sectors f society will resolutely show Ms Arroyo 
asea of red flags” he said. 

Hontiveros said she was undaunted by the 
threat ofa crackdown, 

Director Vidal Querol, the chief ofthe Metro 
Manila Police, yesterday said the police was ready 
for the Labor Day protests, He said that based on 
intelligence information that the police have, che 
‘country has got “nothing to worry [about " 

Не said protesters should apply for а rally 
permit early so it would be dear to authorises 
Where they intended to hold their rallies and not 
run afoul of the law against ilegal assembly 

“Thats when we don't get to understand 
cach other" Querol said. 

He identifed Plaza Miranda and Liwasang 
Bonifacio in Manila as the two places where mil- 
ants would be allowed to converge on May 1. 

With a report from Luige del Puerto 
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DELIVER 


Chowking started its One-Number-Delivery in the latter 
Makati areas, And with ts successful implementation and its promising potential as а sales growth 
Source, the 702-8888 call system now covers Metro Manila, to as far as San Pedro, Laguna in the 


ET 
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Chowking One-Number-Delivery-Service pointman, 


part of 2005 with 10 stores in the Pasig and 


describes the venture as a “tool for us to reach more 
‘customers, serve them our delicious yet affordable meals, 


‘and delight them with our fast and efficient | 


Mr. Boyet Geronimo added: "We are very 


excited with the growth prospects of the One-Number-Delivery-Service. We would like to assure 


the public that we 
preparation areas, to the delivery of 


The biggest challange fo the Chowking, 
the wi 


£ 

"T 
The country's largest Oriental Quick Service Restaurant (QASR) 
chain has officially introduced the One-Number-Delivery-Service 
in Métro Manila with the delivery number 702-8888. 


tous,” 


‘This Is Just the beginning of a long term plan 
Моге stores are in the pipeline, more areas are 
to better serve our customers 


tobe 


have long prepared our delivery systems, from the call center, to our store 
‘the products to the doorsteps and offices of our customers," 


delivery system was putting up an efficient way of delivering 
Jê array of products It offers to customers. But as Mr. Ajero explained, "One of the strengths 
of Chowking as а brand Is the many choices on the menu that customers have for all dayparts. 
‘And the innovation in product offering never ends as we try to further Improve the existing ones 
while offering new lines as offen as possible to create more reasons for the customers to be loyal 


for the Chowking One-Number-Dellvery-Service. 


covered, Our delivery systems are evolving 


‘and further Improve our speed of delivery," sald Geronimo. 
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Grim end for Good Samaritan 


Vendor shot dead for helping 2 robbery victims in Las Piñas 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


A GOOD SAMARITAN ENDED UP 
dead Monday night when he tried to 
help two women who had just been 
robbed in Las Piñas City. 

Roberto Padilla, a sidewalk vendor, 
was shot in the head by one of three al- 
leged holdup men on Real Street, Baran- 
gay Talon 2, Senior Insp. Gary Garen, sta- 
tion commander of the Police Communi- 


ty Precinet-4, said. 

Tn his report, Garen said Bernadette. 
Tungol and her sister, Charmaine, had 
just left their lotto outlet a few min- 
‘utes past 9 p.m. and were walking to- 
ward their car when three men held 
them up. 

"The robbers then fled with the bags of 
the two women which contained P2,600 
in cash, a cellular phone worth P25,000, 
credit cards and ID cards. 


SPACE FILLERS 


Trial Court. 


Case files occupy steps leading to the offices of the Quezon City Regional 


maggie 


When the women shouted for help, 
Garen said Padilla, who was standing 
nearby, immediately went after the rob- 
beri. 

"He started hurling stones at the 
‘armed robbers. One of the suspects bran- 
dished a firearm and shot Padilla in the 
head,” the police officer said in his re- 


‘When Padilla fell on the pavement, the 
‘Tungols said they saw the three men 


board a red motorcycle which sped offto- 
ward Zapote Road. 

"Upon learning of the incident, all mo- 
bile units were notified for a dragnet op- 
eration. However, the suspects managed 
to escape,” Garen sid 

As of press time, police were still track- 
ing down the the suspects. 

Padilla's body, on the other hand, was 
brought to the Funeraria Filipinas for an 
autopsy 


Cop in Sta. Rosa slay charged 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


A POLICEMAN DETAILED TO THE NA- 
tional Capital Region Police Office has 
been charged with murder in connec- 
tion with the death of a public informa- 
tion officer of the Sta. Rosa, Laguna, 
government. 

Charged in the city prosecutor's of- 
fice in Makati on Monday was РОЗ Ar- 
nel Baguisi, formerly detailed to the 
NCRPO Regional Intelligence and In- 
vestigation Divisions Antiterrorism 
Task Force. He has been on leave since 
the Feb. 18 shooting incident which left 
Jensen Cristobal, 31, dead. 

Probers also recommended that 
Cristobal girlfriend, Sandra Simondac, 
be investigated after they found out that 
they were together a few minutes before 
the victim was shot dead. 


Cristobal was shot in а parking lot 
along President Sergio Osmefia High- 
way. Witnesses had told police that the 
‘gunman sped off aboard a black Honda 
Civic (UHD 416) shorty after the inci 
dent. Police later found out that the car 
was registered in Baguisis name. 

‘Upon further investigation, Baguisi 
turned out to be Simondacs former 
boyfriend. This was confirmed by Si- 
mondac who said she became Cristo 
als girlfriend after she broke off with 
the policeman, 

Investigators had requested a ballis- 
tic examination of the slugs recovered 
at the crime scene for comparison with 
bullets from Baguisi's registered 
firearm. The Southern Police District 
Crime laboratory however, seid 
Baguisfs test bullets and cartridges 
were no longer in their iles. 


Fire destroys Senate 
records, computers 
/A24 


B Holder of fake credit 
card nabbed inside QC 
supermart /A24 


8 Trader loses P450,000 
to ‘helpful woman 
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TOYOTA MOTOR PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 


DISOBEDIENCE CAN COST A LIFE. 


Road signs are meant to save lives. 


We at Toyota believe that if we make our roads safer, not only do we save human 
lives, we move towards making both economic and social progress possible. 


Save lives by observing road traffic safety. Join us in supporting the Society of 
Philippine Motoring Journalists’ (SPM) "Early Warning" project on Road Traffic 
Safety Education of School Children and the Road Traffic Safety Conferences of 
the Automobile Association of the Philippines (ААР), 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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Six Manila cops face murder raps 


THE DEPARTMENT of Justice yesterday fled charges against more 
than 10 men, six of them policemen, for allegedly kidnapping a Chi 
mese businessman In 2004. Charged with kidnapping and robbery in 


the Manila Regional Trial Court were Insp. Carlos Perez Jr, РОЗ Jaime 
Aguino, РОЗ Wilhelm Castillo, РО? George Borabo, РО? Joselito Se- 
By Luige del Puerto in Guam, both bearing the name | į bastian and PO2 Rafaelito Corre, ll detailed to the District Police Intel- 
“Syros Borzo," police said. He al Tigence Unit of the Manila Police District. Also included in the charge 
POLICE HAVE ARRESTED AN so carried а ShopWise privilege r Sheet were Eric Samnajon. Joselito Quitoriano, Angel Magundayao 
FOLGE fur he was caught buy- card with the name "trie Kak- ғ ana several John Does. The case was based on the complaint of victim 
пашаа arena bone cred e Sose Tan Ong who claimed that the respondents, armed with firearms, 
‘card at a supermarket in Quezon А representative of ihe Credit Arrested іе ся May 192004 0 Votiaiela Cir Cog амата Rl take 
Git. Police said the credit cards Card Association of the Philip- Ento MPD headauartars on nea Nations Avenue, Man. wht t 
Jogo peeled off as the cashier was pines confirmed that the cards Hig police threatened to file drug charges against him if his family did not 
Mea etum or mide. The puit Р f pay P10 milion for his release. Ong said he haggled with the police- 
Убе беи, Матео эе анне, ee cng ala meas edly demand to PA nion Onge ie 
"The police identified the Trani- Panahandel's alien registration pee ten ee Taps Bante 


at = Mebane! aaa papers. ‘Help’ cost him P450,000 
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ей ошен АЗАА mind danger of rangig om dying igh Perfect spot for meteor show 
Nm esed a Maner of бойдо names, the CIDG | wihouta proper saley harness. uae АМЕБЕ spectacle. the Lyrids meteor shower has baen si 
Fire destroys Senate records, computers шуш 

? {ow pollution, experts said. Seven. 
By T] Burgonio and jocelyn R. Uy fice on the fourth foor ofthe five- pow E E Bren e eraai 
story Government Service Insur- п ut out the fire at around эде рде ат telescope intensities 

THE SENATE BUILDING WAS ance System building which 5 ал. Two <C the viewing experience, although the 
hit by an hour-long fire that бап. houses the Senate. M ing naked eye is sufficient to witness the 
aged electronic equipment and Тһе GSIS building is on Finan- : were damaged. Fire officials es shooting stars. An in-house astronomer 


Get a Drive Your Dream Auto Loan 


"Buti, sa BPI Family a 


n. 


cing, the Drive Your 


Dream At 


BPI Family Savings Bank cares about your safety and peace of mind. That's why if you get a Drive Your Огеат 
Only BPI Family will give you an unmatched package of free services from the Ibero Asistencia Group that you can 


= “Towing services On-site car repairs Hotel stay 
ZO. Free with value up to tz Engins jumpstart репеу boost, ён If the vehicle can't be repaired the 
06, 4000 in case of vehicle tire change, gasoline delivery, same day, you are covered for hotel 
breakdown at lock-out. ‘expenses up to P 1000 for a 
maximum of 2 nights 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
Get started or tomorrow. 
To get your dream loan today, visit any ВРІ or ВРІ Famil 
You can also log on to www.bpiexpressontine.com or text AUTO«spa 
example: “AUTO Manny Gomez 845677; 
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The\WORLD 
Thousands flee as Danube River 


floods most of southeastern Europe 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2006 


ZRENJANIN, SERBIA-MONTENEGRO 
Emergency workers used heavy m 
chinery in a race against time Monday 
to build up defenses against flooded 
rivers threatening large swathes of 
southeastern Europe 

‘Thousands of villagers were forced 
to flee as floodwaters from the over- 
flowing Danube River spread across 
southern Romania and completely sub- 
merged their homes, officials said. 

In parts of the Balkans, the Danube 

ly reached its highest level in 
in 100 years. 

The dangerous tide of water has been 
moving eastward beyond Belgrade to- 
ward Bulgaria and Romania, where au. 
thorities deliberately flooded fields in a bid 
to spare towns after a similar situation 
there last year claimed dozens of ives 

‘Some 3,000 residents of the Romani- 
ап village of Rast were evacuated be- 
fore the surging Danube entirely sub- 
merged their homes. Some 115 houses 
were completely destroyed and another. 
600 were damaged, local officials said. 

Dolj district chief Nicolae Giugea 
said 10,000 residents of four villages in 


the area were on standby for evacua- 
tion ifthe water continued to rise, 

In Serbia, civil teams backed by the po- 
lice force and army were reinforcing about 
250 km of dikes lined with white sandbags 
on the bulging banks of several rivers. 

Using heavy earth-moving equip. 
ment, tractors and industrial trucks, the 
crews shored up the defenses of Veliko 
Gradiste and Golubac, two Serbian 
towns on the border with Romania that 
are expected to bear the brunt of the 
flooded Danube within hours. 

The situation was made worse by 
swelling Danube tributaries, including the 
Tisa and Begej rives, which meet at the 
town of Titel north of the Serbian capital. 

"7 don’t think T've ever seen the Tisa 
like this,” said Milan, a 52-year-old resi- 
dent of Titel. 

Near Zrenjanin, about 70 km north 
of Belgrade, the only features that can 
be seen above the flooded plains are the 
road linking the town with the capital, 
and the tops of trees. 

“Three hectares of my land is under wa- 
ter" said Ljubomir, a 43-year-old farmer 
from the area, in a Bat and fertile region 


VILLAGERS wate! 
inthe village of! 


which is considered Serbia's breadbasket, 

“I planned to sow wheat and corn, 
but who knows whether Twill be able to 
sow anything if the water does not sub- 
side in the next four weeks.” 


Y 


‘A restaurant on the banks of the Tisa 
was surrounded by water, while a mili- 
tary vessel scraped sand from the bot- 
tom of the Begej, to be used for filling 
bags to protectembankments. АЕР 


Opus Dei asks ‘Da Vinci’ film makers for respect 


LOS ANGELES—CATHOLIC GROUP 
Opus Dei has told Sony Pictures that 
putting a disclaimer on the upcoming 
movie “The Da Vinci Code” stressing it 
isa work of fiction would be a welcome 
show of respect toward the Church. 

їп the novel “The Da Vinci Code," on 
which the film is based, Opus Dei is 
characterized as a secretive group that 
has for centuries worked to obscure 
truths about Jesus Christ. 

"With the movie's opening a month away, 
Opus Dei and other Christian groups have 
been sponsoring websites telling people the 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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novel should not be believed. 

‘leer posted on Good Friday botiday on 
Opus Deis website cites media reponsassy- 
ing Sony Pictures may consider a disclaimer 

"tn eventual decision of Sony in this 
direction would be a sign of respect to 
word the figure of Jesus Christ, the histo- 
ту of the Church, and the religious beliefs 
of viewers,” the group said in the letter 

Written by Dan Brown, “The Da Vinci 
Code" book is a thriller in which the main 
characters must uncover clues they hope 
‘wil Jead them to an important religious rel- 
je. Their adversary is an Opus Dei member. 


‘The book has sold over 40 milion copies. 

"The plot centers on the search by a man 
and woman team who use clues in Leonar- 
do Da Мл works in a hunt for the “Holy 
Grail” Christian leaders are up in arms over 
the novels assertion that Jesus wed Mary 
Magdalene and sired her child. 

‘The movie, which is being released by 
Sony Pictures division Columbia Pictures, 
stars Tom Hanks and premieres in May at 
the Cannes flm festival in Fraice. Sony 
Pictures is the media wing of Japanese 
electronics giant Sony Corp. 

“We have no plans to reveal any details 


hotel. 


regarding what js or ist in the flm until 
the release," a Sony Pictures spokesper- 
son said in a statement, 

Spokesperson Jim Kennedy noted Sony 
Pictures always viewed the movie as a “a 
work of fiction .. a thriller, not a religious 
tract We believe the filmmakers are going 
to deliver an exciting movie that wil de- 
light audiences, not offend them.” 

Kennedy also noted that Sony Pictures 
is supporting а website, thedavincidia 
Повне соту where interested people can 
read expert opinions about issues raised 
by the book and movie Reuters 


апа experience worry-free driving! 
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Bus crash kills 63 in Mexico 
VERACRUZ, Mexioo—At least 63 people ded 
Monday абага bus they were riding veered off a 
mountain road in central Mexico and fell down a 
ravine, authorities said: "Wo have 63 people con- 
firmed dead" Ranulfa Marquez, head of regional 
rescue services, told W Radio. "Three (men) sur- 
‘ied, they are in oritical condition.” The bus 
plunged 200 meters down into a ravine and Tes- 
{ue workers struggled to retrieve bodies from the 
remote location. "A lot of bodies, mostly of nl 
tren, were fungal over," said David Betanzos 
Espinoza. civi defense director inthe nearby 
town of btaczoqutan. ат 
9 killed in Tel Aviv bombing 
TEL AVIV—The Israeli army raided the Gaza Sip 
late Monday hours afier nine people were kiled 
and dozens wounded In Israels commercial capi- 
tal Tel Aviv when a Palestinian bomber blew him- 
‘Self up in the deadliest slide attack of the last 
20 months. The bomb went off next toa fast-food 
Stand at lunchtime i the southern Nevet 
Sha'anan district, close to the site of To Avi’ old 
bus station. The area has been the scene of sever- 
al previous attacks, Including one in January. The 
blast—the deadliest since a suicide bombing in 
August 2004-—was claimed by the Palestinian, 
miltant group Islamic Jiad. АР 


Nepali troops fire on ralliers 
KATHMANDU—Nepali troops opened fire on an- 
emonarchy protesters in an eastern town on. 
Monday and Мей one man, witnesses and off- 
cials said, as international pressure Increased on 
King Gyanendra to restore multi-party demoora- 
су. Nt was the fiftn person to Бе Killed in 12 days of 
Violent pro-democracy demonstrations that have 
brought tne impoverished Himalayan nation toa 
standstll. Hundreds have been wounded. One 
Person had bee kiled and ve wounded, they 
sald by telephone. Renters 


US military deaths rise 
WASHINGTON—US military deaths in raa have 
risen sharply in April ator five straight months of 
decline. Last month, there were 31 US military fa- 
ties, the fewest since 20 diod In February 2004 
in the lowest monthly tall of the 3-year-old war. 
So far tnis month there have een at least 48 
American fatalities, according to a count of mill- 
tary death announcements. Many ofthe deaths 
again occured in Anbar province. There have 
been 2,378 US military deaths in the war, the 
Pentagon said. Routers 
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For more information, 
call the Ibero Hotline at 7522274 or 7514041. 


* Geographical coverage NCR and ky provincial cities 
Free Emergency Cre Package co-termninus vat the oan tom. 
Tor brand new cars only 


е [сас 
Drive» Prin 
Emergency Care Package! А 


IBERO 
ASISTENCIA 


Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you, 
e>your full name«space»your landline number<space>city or province 
Makati City” and send it to 091 7-89100-00. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2006 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


World powers meet on Iran impasse 


MOSCOW—WORLD POWERS held talks here 
Tuesday on how to keep Iran's nuclear program in 
check, with US calls for strong UN action meeting 
resistance from Russia and China and open defi- 
ance from Tehran. 


Washington accuses Tehran of 
working secretly to build nudear 
weapons under cover of a nuclear 
energy program itis developing with 
Russian assistance. Кап denies thi 
harge and says the program is 
strictly for producing nuclear energy 

The Moscow talks come after 
Iranian President Mahmoud Ah- 
madinejad last week announced 
that the Islamic state had mas- 
tered the nuclear fuel cycle and 
had successfully enriched a small 
amount of uranium for use as fuel 
fora nuclear power station. 


ergy program and says it is pre 
pared to allow close international 
supervision ofthis program by the 
UN nuclear regulatory agen 


All six parties represented at 
"Tuesday's meeting say they share 

goal of preventing Iran from 
acquiring the capacity to build 
nuclear weapons. They differ 
considerably however on how to 
achieve this goal. 

“The United States would like to 
see the Security Council begin 
imposing sanctions soon and has 
refused fo rule out use of force 
against the Islamic republic. 

"The EU-3, which pursued ne- 
gotiations for several years aimed 
at persuading Iran to steer clear 
of sensitive nuclear work, also 
supports sanctions but opposes 
military action 

Russia and China, both of 


which have extensive commercial 
and strategic ties with Iran, insist 
that itis too early even to speak of 
sanctions, arguing that they will 
inevitably backfire. 

“We are convinced that neither 
sanctions nor the path of force 
will lead to a resolution of the 
problem,” Russian foreign min- 
istry spokesperson — Mikhail 
Kamynin said hours before the 
Moscow meeting was scheduled 
tosta 

Iran meanwhile continued to 
talk tough. 

President Ahmadinejad vowed 
im a speech in Tehran Tuesday 
that Iran would "cut off the hand 
of any aggressor” АЕР 


wat Iran is а unique case because 

it failed to disclose key parts of its 

‘nuclear program for 18 years and 

because its leaders publicly call 
ie destruction of israel. 

The Security Council vot 
March 29 to give Iran 30 дау 
suspend uranium enrichment 
work pending closer scrutiny by 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) whose chief, Mo- 

med ElBaradei, must deliver а 
status report by the end of that 
period to the council 


Russian officials said the talks 
were private and provided no de- 
tails on the agenda, though West- 
ern diplomats said the meeting of 
political directors from three Eu- 
Topean Union countries—the 
“EU-3"—along with China, Rus- 
sia and the United States would 
take place at a working dinner. 
The United States made clear 
ahead of the Moscow meeting 


that it would continue to argue in 
favor of early and muscular ac- 
tion by the UN Security Council 
In a statement posted on its 
‘Moscow Embassy website, the 
United States said its representa- 
tive at the meeting, Undersecre- 
tary of State for Political Affairs Tran says it has the same right as 
Nicholas Burns, “will discuss the апу other country that has signed 
need for significant action by the the  nudear  Non-Prolferation 
United Nations Security Council” Treaty (NPT) to its own nuclear en- 
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THIS PHOT! 


в опе of the 20 images in Todd Heisler’s Final Salute story that was awarded 


the 2006 Pulitzer Prize for feature photography. Minutes after her husband's casket arrived, 
Katherine Cathey fell onto the flag. When 2nd Lt. James Cathey left for Iraq, he wrote a letter 


to Katherine that read, in part, " 


iere are no words to describe how much Ilove you, and will ¢ 


miss you. willlso promise you one thing: Iwill be home. I have a wife and a new baby to take 


care of, and you guys are my world." 


Two Hurricane Katrina-hit 


newspapers win Pulitzers 


NEW YORK—TWO NEWSPAPERS HARD-HIT 


by Horricane Katrina won the top US journal- 
ism prizes on Monday for their coverage of the 
storm—even as the deadly water and wind 
damaged their offices and left many staffers 
homeless. 

The Times-Picayune of New Orleans re- 

red the Pulitzer Prize for Breaking News 
Reporting. It also shared the Pulitzer Prize for 
Public Service with The Sun Herald of Biloxi, 
Mississippi, for their handling of the Aug. 29 
storm and aftermath. 

The 90th annual Pulitzer Prizes in Joumal- 
ism, Letters, Drama and Music were announced 
by Columbia University in New York City. 

"The Board regards this as extraordinary 
work by two papers. in the aftermath of Kat- 
Tina, which is considered the nation's worst 
natural disaster” said Sig Gissler, Pulitzer 
Prize administrator. 

“The storm Бапегей hundreds of miles ofthe US. 
Gulf Coast, Killing about 1,600 people and leaving 


‚ hundreds of thousands of others homeless. 


In New Orleans, 80 percent of which was 
ded, most businesses have not reopened 
and many residents have not returned. Com. 
plaints have persisted that the federal govem- 
nent has failed to provide adequate relief. 


"The two award-winning newspapers pro- 
vided their coverage even as they, too, suf 
fered from the storms wrath. 

The New Orleans papers offices were 
flooded, and many of its staffers were forced. 
to flee, when the city’s levees gave way. A 
makeshift newsroom was set up in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, about 80 miles айу. 

News of the prizes evoked tears and cheers 
om the reporters, editors and family mem- 
bers who gathered in the Times-Picayune 
newsroom in anticipation ofthe celebration. 

"We have an extraordinary team of journ 

s and employees in this company who are 
‘absolutely dedicated to getting this paper out, 
mo matter what the conditions are, people 
who lost their homes, who didn’t know what 

а become of their families and who kept on 
working,” said editor Jim Amoss. 

Вдох Sun Herald won “for its valorous and 
comprehensive coverage of Hurricane Katrina, 
providing a lifeline for devastated readers,” the 
Pulitzer Board said, The Public Service award is 
considered the most prestigious. 

For photographs that "depicted the chaos, 
and pain” of the hurricane, The Dallas Morn 
ing News won the Pulitzer Prize for Breaking, 
News Photography. Reuters 
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Abdon ties 
Alejandro for 
36-hole lead 


JIKJIK ABDON BIRDIED THREE OF THE FIRST 
four holes оп the way to a two-under-par 70 yes 
terdoy for a share of the boys Class A lead with. 
Miko Alejandro after the second round of the 
Callaway Junior World qualifying toumament of 
the Samsung Jungolf Tour 

‘Abdon tured in nines of 34-46 on four birdies 
and two bogeys as he forged a tie with solo first- 
round frontrunner Alejandro at 145 at Sherwood 
Hills Golf Club course in Trece Martires, Cavite. 

Alejandro needed a birdie on the 18th to re- 
main on top, finishing with a 73 in this 106-hole 
qualifier backed chiefiy by Samsung, Philippine 
‘Airlines and Callaway Mico Yee was 2 behind. 

"` Second round results: 

ass A: Boys 145 Mko Alando 72-73, Jijk Abdon 7 
70,147 Mico Yee 74:73; Gits 152 Barbee deia Paz TI: 
458 Dettie de Vila 81-77, 162 Kaien Uy ВМ, 162 Sur- 
shire Baqi та 

‘as B (1214; Boye —150 olen Supe 7476, 161 Mamat 
Pap 7982, 163 Cros Trio 8140. 06—151 Ола Poise 
1675 154 Ma Poco 7579 Ragna de башлап 

is C (9-30: Gs 47 Dotie Anina 7671, 154 Kata din 
Gu TSI, 155 Non Leges 978 (Boys рау иренен ая 
[4 

ass 0 (9-10; oye M JR Goals 6979, Miggy Ve 
76:72, 152 AR Ramos 1676, Gs—166 cass Supe 
а, 180 Dana Uy 16-24, 190 ca Modala 95-94 

OassE (H8: Bos — Ppt rage 658, 190 in Dy 
8-6, 19 Parar tro Bé Gta! Rara едал 
5962 T29MaLage 6772, V Вата Paging TET! 

Cass F (6 una: Bog :32 Susi Var 5874, 146 
Rn nsi 75,19 Pobles 15, 005—180 Cioe 
Fes 8264 10 Kel Torta 5, 183 Ashia oom 91-37 
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Rodriguez of Montaña in their game yesterday. 


JOEL Solis of Hapee бей) battles for the rebound against Larry 
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Aces Compton, 
Santos come 
to the rescue 


By jasmine W. Payo 


ALEX COMPTON SHOT EIGHT OF HIS 16 
points in extra time and the Montafia Jewels 
‘thwarted HapeePCU, 9081, yesterday in the 
PBL Unity Cup at the San Andres Gym. 

Sal suffering from a nagging right calf injury, 
Compton powered the Jewels to the solo lead 

their fifth win in six outings. 

“He had a good game, I'm surprised that he 
played that well because he hasn't fully recov- 
ered,” said Montafia coach Nel Parado. 

ап forward Eric dela Cuesta also con- 
tributed 16 markers for che Jewels, who near- 
iy came apart in the second half. 

Earlier, Magnolia Ice Cream turned to Ат 

| period to quell Toyota 


up just in time, Santos unloaded 
е fourth canto 
е quarters. 
at, if you give him space to 
‘take it,” said coach Koy Banal after 
lagnolia improved its slate to 3-3. "He's com- 
posed and confiden 
Kelly Williams also | 


yed true to form, col- 
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lecting 16 markers and 13 boards after a mis- 
erable shooting performance in his last game: 

Toyota Otis slipped to second place and 
joined Rain or Shine at 4-2. 

The Jewels also found it tough to secure the 
victory Trailing by three in the dying seconds, 
it took a three-pointer by Robert Sanz in ti 
last 7.1 ticks of regulation to give Montaña 
another shot at the solo leadership. 

The scores: 

First Game 

MAGNOLIA 61—Santos 17, Wilans 16, Valenzuela 

2. Misolas7, Chan 6, Barcalano 4, Jones 2, Riza- 


TOYOTA OTIS TI evinca 29, Aldave 16, Aban 8, An 
шуа 8, Coronal 4, Casio 4, Larong 3, Oreta 2, Daa 2} 
Baluyot O, Cabahug O, Bautista 0, Alcaraz 0. 

Quarters: 20-15, 45-32, 62-48, 81-77 

Second Game 1 

MONTAÑA 90— Complon 16 Dela Cuesta 16, Baguion 
3, Bono 12, Juntila 10, Vergara В, Rodriguez 6, Esp 
4, Guerrero 3, Magpayo 2, Evangelista 0. i 

HAPEE-PCU 81—Casiro 19, Espinas 15, Moreno 11} 
Sanz 10, Bucao 9, Gonsales 6, Solis 4, Guevarra 4, Belga 
2, Cantas 1, Nallon 0, Razon 0, Garido 0. 

Quarters: 20-13, 40-28, 52-48, 68-68, 90-81 
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SPORTSWATCH 


| Last call for Coach E bets 


‘THE COACH E Summer Basketball Tourament for par- 
ticipants sto 16 years old wil be held on Aprl! 22, 23 
and 27 international Basketball Academy (ВА) presl- 
dent Xavy Nunag sald individua and team entries can 


"| str jo by calling 631-1 195 or 0921-7562639. or s- 


maling the academy atiba_phil@yahoo.com. Tho team 
field includes San Beda Manila, San Beda Taytay, San 


J| Boda Alabang, Southridge. Ateneo, Don Basco, Antipolo 
+ Lady ol Lourdes School and Xaver 


LSGH summer cage camp 

“THE SECOND module ofthe LSGH Summer Basketball 
amp opens on May 1. The program's designed forsi- 
mentary and high schoo students aged 7-17. Nor-La 
Salas are welcome to enrol, There are three coursos 
‘ferec: Beginner 2, Intermediate 2 and Team. Sessions 
S bo held atthe LSGH wooden courts from 1 p.m. to 
Зэй pm. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, The 


T camp wil end on May 17. Registration tes is P2.000 in- 


‘clusive of a reversible jersey, For inquiries, call 722-7717 
or 721-2000 oca 718. 


' Makati derby sets 70 fights 


THE WTJ House Kristo Cock Derby starts today atthe 
Makati Coliseum with 70 matches on tap. The derby, 
sponsored by -Meg Derby Ace, wil feature prized 
Gamebirds of Toto Lacson, Boy Javier, Jake Macasaet, 
Tito Orla, Rudy Salud, Wiliam Co, Magdangal Ema, 
Leo Magpantay, Gerry Ferros, Aying Keh, Тату Santos, 
Emil Chua, Edwin Vital, Ferdie Eusebio, Vandolt Go, 
Butchoy Olano, Amor Salvanera, Toto Sevilia, Ram 


| Lopez, Cesar Tangcad, Gary Sunga and Michael San 


Pablo, For inquiries, call 896-3545 or 898-6475. 


GCAP 5-cocker series today 
THE GENTLEMEN Cockers Association of the Philip- 


]' pines (GCAP) 5-cock derby series resumes atthe San 


an Coliseum today with 70 fights on the roster. Rep. 
Butch Picray and Rey Briones (Sparta's Pichay, 19 
points) lead the GCAP Cocker of the Year race of the se- 
faş sponsored by Sagupaan Cornpexar 3000. They vail 
be challenged by Jun Topacio (JT Emerald Gomplexor 
3000,18), Patrick Antonio (Sagupaan Complexor 3000, 
15.5), Louie Cua (LOC Leonard, 155). Gerry Ramos. 
(Against Al Odds, 15. 5) and Manny Pacquiao and An- 
tonio (Super Pacrnan Sagupaan, 15) 
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THE GREAT CARLOS LOYZAGA MAY 
have not realized it. But, unlike Flash 
Elorde who, years after his death, finally 
had a successor in Manny Pacquiao, 
Loyzaga’s kingly reign on Philippine 
basketball has remained intact, 

Nobody among the slew of big-time 
pros has proved worthy enough to take. 
over the throne. 

ОК, there were more colorful, wealth- 
ier pretenders to the kingship. 

Robert Jaworski definitely led the 
contenders. 

‘The Big J, who went on to become a 
senator, was easily the biggest draw in 
the history of Philippine basketball. 

Не starred at a time when the basket- 
ball fever was at its most intense here. 
‘The game, a national passion, was 
lapped up like religion by team fanatics 
| who never hesitated to worship their 

idols on the hardcourt. 

‘But did Jaworski or any of other big 
stames—Mon Fernandez, Alvin Patrimo- 
nio, Danny Ildefonso, etc.—come close 
to unseating King Caloy? 

Sorry, but despite the multimillion- 
peso price tags of these challengers, the. 
‘crown would not fit. 

Loyzaga paid dear old Manila a vis- 
itsome two weeks back and was treat- 
ed to a regular basketball show by 
star players, both of the native and 
Fil-Am variety. 

Did he find time to wonder why no- 
body has succeeded him? 

ОК, there were more than enough 
celebrities, but they could, at best, be 
ranked only as that: big names. 

If these instant millionaires made 
any difference, it was in the entertain- 
ment value they would dish out in 
games where self-preservation was 
often the central theme. 

Well, Loyzaga was himself a super 
star, but he was the rarest of celebri 
ties 

If he ever shone bright, ike the sun 
itself, it was because of selfless gal- 
lantry on the hardcourt, mainly in in- 
ternational campaigns. 

He shone at a time when the game 
was played by hardcourt soldiers with 
fire in their bellies. 

It was the golden era of Philippine 
basketball. Loyzaga played tall, fi 
eled by heroic temper; and neither 
would he stammer nor hesitate о risk 


Bare EYE 


Recah Trinidad 


hairdo or limb in crucial physical bat- 
Че. 

Years after Loyzaga's retirement, ex- 
pectant fans would be advised that no- 
body among the glittering rich stars in 
the PBA could hold a candle to the 
King. 

A likely successor should be one pos- 
sessed with the finest qualities of Philip. 
Cesar and Femandez during their 
height, although the proposed Caloy 
clone would still fall short. 

Caloy Loyzaga, an original, would be 
impossible to copy. 

Nobody evet again presided over 
great games here with the pure 
poise, grace and regal bearing of 
King Caloy. 

‘Luminous in the famous red jersey of 
the Yeo Painters, whose dynastic reign 
Loyzaga pillared like El Cid, he was 
handsome heroism personified, a tall, 
pigeon-chested monarch standing erect, 
‘unperturbed amidst the regular hysteria, 
and bedlam at the old Rizal Coliseum, 
the original basketball mecca. 

‘The kingship, 
thing but symboli 

For a brief review of his greatness, 
Loyzaga, originally with the San Be- 
da Red Lions, first donned the na- 
tional jersey in 1951, when the 
Philippines won the basketball 
championship in the first Asiam 
Games in India. However, he started 
stealing the fancy of sports fans in 
1954, when he spearheaded the title 
defense for the RP team in the sec- 
ond Asian Games in Manila. That 
same year, he powered the Philip- 
pine squad to a historic third-place 
finish in the World Basketball Cham- 
pionship in Rio de Janeiro. 

That fabled national squad, 
coached by Herr Silva, was brilliantly 
skippered by the great Lauro “The 
Fox” Mumar. 

However, it was Loyzaga’s superb 


ill alive, was any- 


Loyzaga returns to a lost kingdom 


all-around might and deft that earned. 
him a Mythical Team berth of the 
1954 world tournament. 

Would he have made it to the NBA 
with his worth and credentials? 

‘Why not? If he had been invited to 
play for Brazil's world-famous Fia- 
mengco team, that should have more 
than confirmed his big stature as an 
internationalist. 

Nobody here has come close to be- 
coming another Great Difference, the 
real thing. 

"The King, now 75, returned appear- 
ing more рогйу. After a quadruple by- 
pass, the once princely locks gone, he 
now looked more like a pope. 

Still, Loyzaga should have been ac- 
corded a welcome befitting a returning 
monarch. 

Instead, what he came to observe up- 
on arrival was a dismal scenario. Every- 
thing he had fought for, the basketball 
kingdom itself, has been razed to the 
ground. 

Keep your act together, Loyzaga ай 
vised the warring power players in 
Philippine basketball. 

Of course, he was asking for the im- 
possible 

"The BAR which had to be banned due 
to lack of direction and a horrendous 
record, that included the RP flag being 
treated like garbage in international 
meets, continued to enjoy the patronage. 
of the international body. 

‘The Great Difference had every rea- 
son to be greatly dismayed. 

In fact, those who were in Seoul (for 
the meeting between Fiba sec gen 
patrick Baumann and Philippine 
Olympic Committee president Jose 
“Peping” Cojuangco) claimed they had 
reason to suspect the gender soundness 
of decision-makers in the international 
basketball federation 

"They also asked: Whose heart melted 
when the eyes of one top Fiba man met 
the soulful stare of a familiar Asian in an 
earlier conference. 

Xing Caloy, of course, has stopped 
asking questions. 

He knows there could be hope again 
only after Philippine basketball is taken 
out of the sissy grip of fake, squatting 
leaders and restored to the hands of rue. 
men with honor, integrity and pure 
heroic hearts. 
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И) 
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MINDANAO DIVISION 
"gan Cty 6 
PacMan Gensan 5 
РРатаМ 4 
MowWeDamo 4 
| Cagayande Oro 0 
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SAN MIGUEL BEER IS ON A SCORCHING STREAK 
‘so stunning that even coach Jong Uichico can't 
find the right words to explain it. 

“1 don't know whats gotten into the team," said 
Uichico after the Beermen clubbed sister team 
Barangay Ginebra, 104-93, to cap a five-game win- 
ning streak going into the Holy Week break. 

The Beermen will try to resume that run as they 
go up against the skidding Air21 Express today in 
the Gran Matador Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum. 

“They're really playing so well and they're doing it 
as a team,” said Uichico of the Beermen, whose 
starters are ай in the top 15 of the statistical race for 
the conference MVP award. 

‘Danny Seigle, the spearhead of a Beermen core 
dubbed 4D, leads that race with 604 statistical 
points built around averages of 22.6 points, 10.4 re- 
bounds, 3.4 assists and 1.5 steals per game. 

‘Coca Cola's Ali Peek comes next with 558 points. 

The rest of the 4D include Danny Ildefonso 
(third), Dorian Peña (fourth) and Dondon Hon- 
tiveros (15th). The fifth person in the San Miguel 
Beer starting unit, Olsen Racela, is No. 14. 

“1 don't know how to explain it but they re not 1 


tive 
Uichico. 

And while San Miguel 
Beers morale battered by 
а mediocre performance in 
the previous tournament— 
is on a high, the Air21 Ex- 
press will go into the match 
coming off a 103-88 hum- 
bling at the hands of the 
‘Talk "N Text Phone Pals last 
Easter Sunday. 

The Express sport a 3-6 
card and stay just one game 
ahead of the Sta. Lucia Re- 
altors in the standings. 

Like San Miguel Beer, the 
Coca-Cola Tigers have been 
making a good account of themselves in the toua- 
ment. The indomitable Tigers’ second-best 6-2 mark 
also surprises considering that they, along with the 
Beermen, were the early vacationists in the previous 
tournament. 

"The Tigers try to stretch a two-game roll when 
they collide with the Purefoods Chunkee Giants in 
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ing their determination to win despite those consec- the other game. 


MANDAUE CITY—THE MAN- 
tawi Traders finally broke into 
the win column with a 79-71 
win Monday night over the 
Toyota-iloilo Warriors, 79-71, 
in the ML Kwarta Padala Min- 
danao Visayas Basketball Asso- 
ciation (МУВА) Firs t Confer- 
ence at the Mandaue City Cul- 
tural and Sports Complex. 

The Trades of Mayor 
Thadeo Quano trailed the War- 
riors in the first three periods 
‘until Joseph Guangeo, Leode 
Garcia and 6-foot-7 Rino Be- 


rame stared ina 14-4 Mantawi 
тип to begin the fourth period 
‘and put the Traders on top for 
good, with 5:41 left to play 68- 
62. 

Tre senres: 

МАПАМА 78—Goangen 21, Be- 
rame 15, Sela 10, Aman 8. 02787, 
(Glo 7, Pepto 5, Mad 4, Duray 2 
Loman, Alana. 

TOYUTAALOLO TI Sie 27, 
Por 22 Sen 7, Barista Sraen 5, 
‘Shea 4, Antenor Ca 2, Leia 0, 
[n 

ater: 1520,4245, 8658,7971 


BADMINTON OPENING: San Fernando Mayor Oscar Rodriquez and JVC Phils) Inc. 
‘ff the Pampanga leg of the JVC Regional Badminton Championships at Excel Badminton 


director Gil Cortez, Excel owner Jojo Tanglao and JVC marketing manager Rachel Bacsal. 


June Navarro 


president-CEO Hideyuki Takato (third and fourth from left) make the ceremonial serve to kick 


Center in San Fernando Сау. With them are (from left) [VC GM Kazue Salud, Pampanga sports 
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X 
Pals, Kings tandems 
lead All-Star squads 


ASI TAULAVA AND JIMMY ALAPAG 
have been inseparable since Talk N 
Text made them the comerstone of 
its franchise. It seems that they will 
bea regular couple, too, inthe com- 
ing All-Star matches. 

“Taulava and Alapag were again 
named starters for the South squad 
that will пу to avenge last year’s de- 
feat to the North when the PBA All 
Star weekend takes place from April 
27 t029 in Misamis Oriental. 

The South squad will batte a 
North team spearheaded by two 
players who have also been insepa- 
Table—Barangay Ginebras Mark 
Caguioa and Jayjay Helterbrand. 


Shakey’s V League 
ties up with ABC-5 


THE SECOND SEASON OF THE 
Shakeys V League is assured of a 
bigger and bester coverage with the 
entry of the toumaments new tele- 
vision partner, ABC'S. 

“Weve finally found а stable part- 
ner in ABC'S, which shares our vi- 
sion and works hard to promote the 
sport,” said Jun Bernardino, presi- 
dent of the organizing Sports Vision 
Management Group Inc. (SVMGD. 

Bemardino presented е 
leagues new TV partner during yes- 
eróay's resumption of the PSA Fo- 
Tum at the Pantalan restaurant in 


Eric Мелк, Danny Seigle and 
James Yap complete the South 
team's starting five, while Romel 
‘Addueul, Danny Tidefonso and Enri- 
со Villanueva fill up the rest of 
North's starting unit. 

"We would like to thank all ofthe 
РВА fans who took their ime to vote 

y both the 
said com- 
missioner Noli Eala. 

The event is presented by Hope 
Cigarette and supported by Xtreme 
Magic Sing and Welcoat Paints. Oth- 
er backers indude Sunbolt fun 
drinks, Chowking, Mentos, Accel 
and Air. 


Manila. The public sports program 
is sponsored by Pagcor and Manila 
Mayor Liro Aierza. 

RECS ko ais games of the 
Philippine Basketball Association. 

"Ne are very happy to be part of 
this parmership wh SVMGI and 
Shakeysin strengthening Our sport 
program,” said АВС programming 
апелот Winston de a Cruz. 

ie would Ше to say that were 
cone with Shakeys and Sports Vision 
fn bringing volleyball closer to the, 
hearts of Filipinos,” said Sienna Ola 1 
so, production diretor of ABC 5. 
Pacman to train in Abap's Baguio camp 
ONE LESS WORRY FOR TEAM 
Pacquiao. 

The Amateur Boxing Association 
of he Philippines (Абар) yesterday 
allowed Team Pacquiao to use is 
Training facies at Teacher's Camp 
in Baguio Cty as the Filipino rng 
idol ones up for his fight against 
Mexican Oscar Larios on July 2 at 
the Araneta Coliseum. 


“Team Pacquiao, represented by 
Rex Wackee Salud, requested that 


Manny use our gym in Baguio,” said 
Азар president Manny Lopez, ЧЕ 
wasa request gladly permitted.” 

Lopez, also a Philippine Olympic. 
Committee vice president, said Pac- 
‘quiao wanted to rub shoulders with 
national boxers preparing for the, 
Doha Asian Games in December 

At present, 25 boxers are training. 
in Baguio under the coaching staff 
headed by Patricio Gaspi. Dennis Ц 
Eroa, Inquirer Libre sports editor 
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4) The storesloutets have a chance to win cash prizes inthe major prize 
Category (et to 3rd pres опу) In he event that the major prize winner i 
‘iso the stortioutet owner, he or she gets to win both the corresponding 
major prize and tne cash prize for the storefoutet. 

|5) M a wenning entry 

бе entry wi 

corresponding 

6) Promo is from Apri 3, 2006 to July 16, 2008. AN тибе entries wili 
accepted огу unti 12 midnight of June 30, 2008. No more rafa entres 

be accepiad beyond this date. 


and 
cla wii be honored. АП entries 


4) Only отш 
vuiid. Drop entres in drop boxes at. ү GDR: 


representaives 

wii ададн al winning raf entries during be draws. 

э) Ай айе pans (tst to th prizes) and storelouet winners wil be 

Rational бобов within to (2) weeks ar the rand drew data. For consolation 
Gus winners of FIC cows, seperate ai wil be posed st il 
билетот offices of Fortune Tobacco Corporation nationwide 


3) You can оту win one (1) prize in his promo (fat; 
"lame н drawn more than once, you win the bigger 
T. af osor value. 


prizas ar tx paid, not convertibla eh, and can be redeemed within 60 
tha end ol he promo period. 


41) Major prize winners wil be notified by registred mali andlor by phone calls 


where t claim their respectivo prizas. 
maii and two (2) 


forte storloutet winners, they must aiso present the registered maii 
Ave (2) valid Юз bearing ей photos and signatures, and а copy of their 


daya ater the publication of the winners wil be 


£ from Fortune Tobacco Corporation and 18) Al employees c Fortune Tobacco Corporation, з marketing атта, averte ng, 
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Kenyans dominate Boston marathon 


BOSTON—KENYAS ROBERT CHERUIYOT SET 
а course record on the way to winning his second 
‘Boston Marathon on Monday, while compatriot 
Rita Jeptoo strode to victory in the women’s race. 

2003 champion Cheruiyot, facing the largest 
field of top US runners in more than two 
decades, pulled ahead in the latter stages to over- 
take fellow Kenyan Benjamin Maiyo and Ameri- 
can Meb Keflezigh, lowering the course record 
bya second. 

“1 thought maybe I was going to slow down 
But | was very strong,” Cheruiyot told a news 


prize and another $25,000 for setting the record. 

Twas the 14th time in the last 16 years that a 
‘Kenyan has won the world's oldest annually con- 
tested marathon. 

"The 27-year-old finished the 110th edition in 
an official time of two hours, seven minutes and 
14 seconds, beating the previous record set by 
Fellow Kenyan Cosmas Ndeti in 1994. 

Kenya's Maiyo finished second in 2:08:21 and 
Keflezighi, who was bom in Eritrea, third in 
2:09:56. Americans Brian Sell finished in fourth 
place and Alan Culpepper in fifth. 


year’s New York City Marathon winner Jelena 
Prokopcula of Latvia and Reiko Tosa of Japan 
‘who dominated the first half of the race, 

"Tim happy so much,” said the 25-year-old Jep- 
too, wearing her green wreath over tinted red 
hair wound ina bun. 

eptoo, who won the women's race in her first 
attempt ata US marathon, docked an official ime 
of two hours, 23 minutes, 38 seconds, becoming 
third straight Kenyan woman to win the race. 

Her time fell short of the women's course 


aes URE 


mi 


(top) and Rita Joptoo completed a golden double 


record of 2:20:43 set by Margaret Olayo of for Kenya when they emerged triumphant in the | Oth running of the 


conference afer winning the $100,000 winner's а the women’s field, Jeptoo overtook last Kenyan 2002, 


BALDNESS: 


"My wife would joke that | was the easiest to find in a 
group because of my shiny, balding head. It hurt, but it 
йй ий was true. | tried on а wig but it looked fake. With 
aita Svenson's Hair Integration Method, | feel more confident 
about my looks. People who see my hair 
can't believe how real itis. Now, without 
a trace of baldness, my wife finds it hard 
to identify me in a crowd 


Gil Beltran | 
Insurance Underwriter V 


Syverson 


‘End Your Hair Loss Misery Today 


Call 892-HAIR (4247) 


NIU 


ALABANG 
$. «Ситка: 
в; 


CEBU 
TEL: 234-0051 
тие Keppel Contre 


WITZERLA 
presents 


The latest album from the world's greatest tenor. 
апа #3 in Billboard 200 chart! 


zn Wie 
andrea bocelli 


Featuring the songs 
"Because We Believe" 


"Can't Help Falling In Love" 
esame Mucho" 


UNIVERSAL at the Podium 


‘The Official Rado Showroom 


Reuters 


SAN ANTONIO—MANU GINO- 
bili scored 18 points and Tim 
Duncan added 16 to help the 
San Antonio Spurs beat the 
Utah Jazz 115-82 and clinch the 
Southwest Division title and the 
best record in the МВАз West- 
ern Conference on Monday. 

"The Spurs eamed the No. 1 seed and home- 
court advantage throughout the Westem Confer- 
ence playoffs 

‘ies great to get (homecourt) wrapped up 
Duncan said. “Tm feeling good right пон— єс 
ing healthy. think we ай feel pretty good right 
now, and thats the main thing.” 

San Antonio (62-19) took а 19-point lead 
into the fourth quarter and led by as 
many ss 36 points, allowing the 
Spurs to rest their starters. 

“Nobody is going to tum down 
homecoun,” Spurs coach Gregg 
Popovich said. 

Tn other games, it was: Bulls 116, $ 
Magic 112; Bucks 113, Pistons 93; Cavaliers 93, 
Celtics 88; Bobcats 96, Knicks 91; Pacers 120, 
Raptors 95; Rockets 86, Nuggets 83; Warriors 
Trail Blazers 79 and Suns 115, Homets 78, AP 

mud 

SOLAR SPORTS Mean vs. Washington (7 am. he, 
sei lononcuat 901m) 


Boston Marathon, the world's oldest marathon. e 


Spurs take West 


SUNS guard Steve Nash (bottom) is helped. 
off the floor by counterpart Chris Paul. euras 


'SPORTSPLUS-— satia ув. Sacramento (10 ал. Iv e 
parat? am) 

LA Cipars vs. Menos (230 pm. delayed Inca repay 
tomorawat 230m) 


Return to Guam 


NEXT MONTH, MAY 26 TO BE EXACT, 
Ginebra San Miguel will playa regular PBA 
game against Alaska in Guam. 

This comes as a bit of a surprise to me be- 
cause to my knowledge, no basketball team 
from the Philippines has been invited to playin 
this American territory in the past years: 

seems that the Pinoys in Guam simply lost 
interest in Pilipino basketball action, probably 
because they've already had too much of it 
There was a ime when just about every cage 
squad in the Philippines, amateur or profes- 
Sonal, popular or obscure, was invited to play 
inthe Micronesian stand—all expenses paid. 

Tn faer, many ofthe cages had stayed be- 
hind to marry and establish permanent resi- 
dence there. 

The last time the PBA went to Guam was 
10 years ago in 1996. It was the third PBA 
delegation invited by promoter Paul 
Shimizu, managing director of Shimbros 
Productions and it was, by far the biggest. 
Four teams were sent to Guam to play а 
doubleheader 

"Welcome to Guam, the island of three 
B's: Beaches, Breezes and Budweiser” 

"This was the famous line delivered by 
Lambert Ramos with atoothsome smile to 
‘ew arrivals from the Philippines. Lambert 
is county manager for Budweiser in Guam. 
Не was the conduit between Shimbros and 
the PBA. Budweiser had sponsored all the 
РВА events in Guam. 

n terms of interest and attendance, the 
games were a huge success within the Fil- 
Jpino community albeit а financial fiasco 
forthe promoter 

“Shimbros always lost money substantially 
in diese endeavors,” Lambert disclosed. “For 
tunately, Budweiser was always there to shoul- 
derthelos" 

Big delegation, five-star accommodation 
and frst бв meals pus dollar allowances for 
S how could have Pal defrayed his expens- 
€s? But being a kind and generous man, be 
must have gotten his reward from the oy be 
аме Filipinos there. Lambert, for one, has be- 
ome so cose to the Shimizis they consider 
each other family 

Shorty after the last PBA event however an 
intensity 82 earthquake shook the very rots 
of the small sand, unnerving its inhabitants, 
including Lambert and his fami 

“Асте time ofthe earthquake, 1 was on the 
100 fior of a tall bung Te was swaying to 
and fro. Dinuduyan kami, Lambert recalls 

“Te allowing day the Ramoses held a fami- 


In HUDDLE 


Beth Celis 


ly council. It was decided that they would re- 
tum to Manila ASAP He soon joined Fred 
Uytengsu's General Milling Corp. as a market- 
ing executive 

А few months ago, Lambert went on a 
business trip to Guam, and of course went 
to sce the Shimizus. 

He was very surprised when Paul once 
again discussed the PBA, even going as far; 
as telling him that should the opportunity 
arise, he would be interested in staging а 
regular PBA game there. 

"Just let me know" were Paul's closing 
words to Lambert, who immediately 
touched base with Alaska's Joaqui Trillo as 
soon as he returned to Manila. A meeting 
‘with PBA commissioner Noli Eala was set. 

"The Filipino-Americans in Guam are al- 
so eager to see the Fil-Am cagers. It will be 
just like old times,” Lambert said, as he re- 
called one memorable evening at the pool- 
side of Guam Hilton, where the PBA delega- 
Чоп was billeted in its last trip to the island. 

‘Truly it was a magical evening. We were. 
Tuck to catch the Stylistics in concert at the 
Hilton poolside, where everyone watched 
the show free of charge. 

Lean stil feel the breeze, sce the stars, 
hear the enchanting melody and taste the 
everflowing Bud. It was а time when I 
could still afford to be decadent. 

HOOPVINE: Tried to get in touch with BAP 
president Joey Lina to find out if, as he hoped, 
the Holy Week would allow him to see the 
light at the end ofthe tunnel Didn't get an an- 
swer though, Joey said he was in Hong Kong. 
‘After 19 days of detention at the Camp Bagong 
Diwa in Bicutan and confinement at the 
‘Metropolitan Hospital in Tondo, BAP secretary 
general Graham Lim has been released... At 
about 11 pam. last Sunday, Ruben Baltero of 
МЕ called to report a vehicular accident 
long 15th avenue in Cubao involving a pas- 
Senger jeepney and a Ford Expedition owned. 
by Air21 cager Mark Telan, who came from the 
‘Araneta Coliseum, According to Ruben, the 
front of Marks car was smashed, but the jeep. 
was hardly damaged. No one was hurt 
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tryouts « 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Pee IDOL! 15 LOOK- 


ing for a few good men and { 


women. 

“We are taking pains in screening judges 
and hosts for the show," said Perei Intalan, 
vice president for Creative end Entertainment 
Production of ABCS, which acquired the fran- 

the world-famous reality talent 
m FremantleMedia. 
wo of three audition days that ABC 
earlier set, over three dozen local celebrities 
have tried out so far—among them topnotch 
singers, artist managers and discoverers, TV 
directors and record producers for the two re- 
maining slots for judges. (Composer and m 
sic teacher Ryan Cayabyab is the only jur 
handpicked by the producers.) 
imcees, models, deejays, veejays and es- 


tablished ТҮ personalities are after the two |] 


slots for hosts. 


Third and last 
"Third round of auditions is set this week. 
Ac press time, Intalan told InọuiRER Enter- 

tainment, 23 have auditioned for hosts and 

15 for judges 


Eastwood City Wal 2, Eastwood City 
Rodrigues Ave 16591 razon City] 


m so impressed because |i 


even big stars have no qualms about audition- 
ing," he said. 

Added Terra Daffon, ABC S senior vice 
president for Corporate Affai 
ing a tandem for the hosts 
can Idol.” In the first season of "AL" Ryan 
Seacrest shared hosting chores with actor-co- 
median Brien Dunkleman. 


Big-name 
celebs 


Should be smart 
"The hosts don't need to be big names,” 
Daffon pointed out, “Presenters can be virtual 
unknowns, as long as they are talented and 
smart enough to think on their feet, Just like 
Seacrest, who was a radio talent before AL" 
As for the judges, Intalan said, the produc. 
из want people who are “articulate and стей 
{ble as specified in the "dol? manual, which 
all franchisees are obligated to follow. 
Cayabyab met with Sheldon Bailey, con 
Reapor/a22 


auditions 
for hosts, 
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Kare- 


A WHOLE NEW BREED 
OF TOURIST. 


Kare . 


Relish the real flavor of Max's kare-kare. Savor 
and the deliciously thick sauce made from. 
Max's kare-kare; just one of Ruby's Favorite’ 


axs t 


Rice, Rice, Ruby! 
Order any of Ruby's Favorites* and get a 
buy-one-take-one offer on plain rice and NESTEA. 
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Treat on your 2nd ticket! 
"Stats on Wah 15 юра 30, 2006 
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| 
Tickets ot (P180, P220, P380) | 


в“ Valdez Nees 


APRIL 22, 2006 SM MEGAMALL 
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ПУ ENTERTAINMENT 


WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 19, 2006 


OPENING TODAY 


Pamahiin 

Stars Dennis Trillo, Paolo Contis, Iya Vil- 
Jania, Marian Rivera, Jaclyn Jose, Vangie 
Labalan 

Directed by Rahyan Carlos 


A balikbayan (Ilo) returns to his hometown 
after 15 years to attend the funeral of his best 
friend (Contis) who has committed suicide. His. 
refusal to heed local superstitions sparks a series 
of eerie and inexplicable events. He digs deeper 
into the mystery with the aid of his girlfriend. 
(Villania), a clairvoyant who is haunted by dis- 
turbed spirits. According to its drumbeaters, this 


sereamfest boasts "cutting edge special effects” 
from Ignite Medio. Producer Roselle Mon- 
teverde-Teo relates that shooting was disrupted 
by several bizarre occurrences. "It was because 
‘we had failed to offer prayers in the abandoned 
house, our main setting” explains Teo, whose 
concept serves as the inspiration of the script co- 
writen by Andrew Paredes and director Carlos. 
"The filmmaker also offers his own share of baf- 
fling experiences, “On the set, lights would sud- 
denly tum off. Or the video playback would 
rewind by itself. Iya and 1 also got locked in a 
тоот, 1 normally dort get scared but the pres- 
‘ence in the house was truly frightening.” 
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AGES ARE ADMITTED 


THE MOST AMAZING STORY OF 
SURVIVAL, FRIENDSHIP, 
“AND ADVENTURE EVER TOLD, 
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suling producer to 
“Philippine — Idol" 
when the British TV 
executive was in 
Manila recently. 

“I was delighted to 
meet him," Bailey 
said of Cayabyab. 
"He is passionate 
about music. Not on- 
1y does he possess ће 
technical expertise, 
he cares about the 
contestants and 
‘wants them to im- 
prove.” 

As FremantieMe- 
аз “flying produc- 
er" Bailey travels to 
different countries, 
that air “Idol” shows. 

"In production 
meetings abroad, 1 
always instruct the 
local producers not 
to look for a Simon 
Cowell,” Bailey ex- 
plained, 

Cowell has made a 
пате for himself as 
the notoriously nasty 
judge on both the 
original "Pop Idol" іп 
the United Kingdom 
and йз successful 
spinoff “American 
1801" in the United 
States. 

“In ив first season, 
Cowell sent shock 
waves in the US," 
Bailey recalled, but 
cautioned that "the 
Cowell template may 
mot work across 
countries and cul 

She advised that 
“local franchisees 
should look for peo- 
ple that would click 
in their countries.” 


Doesn't work 

Bailey elaborated: 
“When someone tries 
tobea Simon Cowell, 
it doesn’t work. Tt 
looks fake. They end 
up being rude even 
when its not rele 
want They imitate 
Cowell because they 
only want to be pop- 
ular” 

Thats a no-no, she 
stressed, — because 
“On ‘Idol,’ the stars 
are the contestants, 
not the judges." 

“Credibility” is the 
cornerstone of the 
Idol" show, Bailey 
said, and judges 
should strike а 
healthy balance be- 
tween being sup- 
porive and being 
honest. 

“In the beginning, 
Paula Abdul [of AI] 
seemed to have dif 
culty with that,” Bai- 
ley observed. "Later 
оп, she learned and 
adjusted [because 
the audience de- 
manded itl.” 

Originally, she 
said, "AI" had four 
judges, but New York 
hip-hop radio deejay 
Angie Martinez Te- 
signed because she 
had found it difficult 
to criticize contes- 
tants, "We really 
want the kids to de- 
velop. One way to do. 
that is with no-holds- 
barred, constructive 
criticism, We want 
the hosts and judges 
to remain te to 
themselves.” 
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a "Cooler lo reverse hel lucky streaks, The schema goes 
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ofthe casino's crooked doctor (alow). who is dead set 
оп pling an end lo the romance and Bernie's 
newfound uc. 
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Gomez ... 
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she reminisced. "i 
spoke to them in 
Visayan and Filipino, 1 
served tice and Fil 
ipino dishes at home. 
Myyoungestis already 
22, but he still lives 
‘with me!" 

When her kids 
reached their teens, 
she practically ac- 
companied them to 
discos. "While wait- 
ing for their mid- 
night curfew, I hang 
around outside the 
club. I merely want- 
ed to make sure that. 
they were safe. It 
was hard because I 
had three teenaged 
girls." 

Now, she is follow- 
ing the same Pinoy 
parenting style with 
her five grand- 
kids—Nicolas, Anisa, 
Nikki, Marcus and Ari- 

“All of my grandkids 
eat rice she said, with 
а smile. "My grandson. 
loves dipping fried fish 
in vinegar with sili" 

She also watches 
Filipino TV shows with 
her family in LA. "My 
grandkids would often 
say: “There's grandma 
again [watching] ак. 
sî and Eat... Bulaga!” 


12 out 
of 30,000 
picked ... 


From pagea2-8 


discover fresh talent. 
Most of the teen 
housemates, he said, 
have expressed their 
desire to go into 
showbiz. 

last week before 
the nation settled in- 
to a long weekend, 
Dyogi had come up 
with a short list of 
possible housemates. 
Аз usual, heir identi- 
ties are a tightly 
guarded secret, to be 
revealed only on 
April 23 when the 
show kicks off on 
ABS-CBN. 

This much Dyogi 
revealed: eight of the 
teen housemates are 
from Luzon and 
Metro Manila, one is 
from Cebu, and three 
are from the Visayas. 

The show will run 
until June 3. 

‘Two evictions will 
be held each week 
starting May 13. 

Toni Gonzaga will 
mo longer host the 
show. Replacing Toni 
is Mariel Rodriguez. 
Bxcelebrity house- 
mate Bianca Gonza- 
les will be doing the 

"Updates" and "Up. 
lates" teasers. 

Prizes for the top 
teen housemate have 
mot been finalized, 
Dyogi said, as more 
brands and products 
are vying for spon- 
sorships in ABS- 
CBN' current hit. 


Bucky 
bids bye 
to AI 
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enunciate уош 
words more clearly." 
How did you feel 
about that? 

Ws something | 
need to work on. If its 
anything to make me 
better, I'm game for 
it 


Catch ‘American 
Idol" on Star World to- 
day and tomorrow at 
5:00 p.m. direct satel 
lite, 8:00 p.m. prime- 
time and 11:30 p.m. 
replay. 
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and drop in dropboxes. 
Hurry! Watch а movie now! 
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Cartoon Network Summer Camp 
Ара 22, 2008 


Bossa Nova with SITTI 
April 19, 2006 


оралу Pilippines presenta TWO & TWO MAKE BEX 
а REP Globe Taster - Ap 24, 22,29, 28,29, 0. Mey 5. AT 


Fot inquies, ри. cal 887-0710 


Registration la now ongoing for Ayala Museum's 
"Summer Art Festival Workshop 2008. 


For inquiries, please call 57-7117 to 21 loc 28 or visit www.syalamuseum.org 
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anca Gomez, 
` ‘halikbayan’ 


By Bayani San Diego jr. Daisy Romualdez’s 
Photos by Rodel Rotoni 1 

Additional photos courtesy of Blanca younger sister and 
Gomez and Liibeth Nakpil of : 
Sampaguita Pictures. former Star of 66, 


WE PACKING HER sa- Ievisits home, family 


Баат boxes, she casual- i 
iy old her granddaughter and friends 
hed be spending Christmas in 
the Philippines. 3 and Pepito Rodrigues, and the late 

“The kid looked quite upset, as if un- ? * Lorena Marquez Dindo Fernando and 

wiling to part with her grandmom. Edgar Salcedo. 
She asked pointedly: "But how about Pepito was a fave partner and Gina 
ur sleepovers was her bosom buddy in those care 

For 2 moment there, their roles free days. 

were reversed, the lola needing to ask ‘Among her favorite movies were 

permission fom her apo. "She ali "Wish Upon a Star Сту fuat drama 

Tie an adult ax times?” the proud picture") and “Sayonara, My Darling" 
{veined in Japan") 

Last holiday season, former Sampa- She also loved the “Mga Batang” se- 
ies “Mga Batang Turista." "Mga B 
ta ng Lagim,” “Mga Batang skater 

She also found "Mga Anak sm 
my relatives, Pagkakasala" memorable. "was my 
dini he j first lm and it was directed by Eddie 
Siere 10 Garcia,” she recalled. "He was a pro 
ters are inthe Philippines. One bro On ош frst shooting day in UP Dili- 
an, he simply told me to relax. My 
BLANCA, right,in “Sayonara, My parier was Eddie Gutierrez, Daisy's 
sayeiwiolerss. Darling” with Rosemarie Sonora. rend. То make me feel at ease, 
aisy Romualdez, who was also a tiere] befriended and visited me 
йа contract payer atour house” 
had proven to be so enjoy- Her frst talent fee? "I gamed P500 
able, she extended her vacation to per picture and was given а PSO al- 
three months. (She flew back to LA în ишке” 
м: lans to return soon.) € “А long story" she described her 
Family is the only thing I miss," she Р: ея m ; 
said. She quit show biz in 1979, mi jose Ferez, Mis? Nene’ late hus- 

YESTERDAY grated to the US in 1984 and visited Û d and Sampaguita produce, ini- 

Srl briefly in 1991. ly spotted her in a church when she 
was 13, 
Overseas calls At first, Blanca was reluctant to try 

Whenever homesickness caught up the movies. “He waited for two years 

рр р Lr She said. "When I tumed 15, he asked 

ч meagin" 
She has n м 
mgr yes, even to the formidabl Substitute campus 

the ne perceived as “feisty ‘After some hemming and having, 

ту in show bis ces. she finally said yes 
WH cadres ery "Doc Perez offered me a scholar: 
Cristina, Beverly and деа 

* ship? she pointed ош. “1 апепдей 

Bridge last year at ig cases, from 5109 par, atthe 

is pm, 

her birthday dinner. Far Eastern University where I fir- 
ished high school” 

Nga Bang Teira" vith Rand SPENT pore o be a subi 
ture campus for young Blanc. 

eer Doc Perez was а wonderful pro- 

duce? shesaid. 

He led by example, “If our call ime 
vas Sim. be'd be there at 7:30 ал. 
Не made sure that we were well 
trained and always- impeccably 
dressed. Ms. Perez personaly picked 
ош dolhes, made by Ramon Valera 
and Pitoy Moreno. Doc Perez brought 


Family has indeed remained a con- 
stant ín her ever-changing Ше. 
America can be а harsh, lonely 
place for migrants, she pointed ош. 
"rhe esl в fast. Very hectic" 
She's been in the rat race for two 
decades. (Upon her arrival in the US, 
she managed a restaurant for seven 
she managed а restaurant Кл БМП US to paries at the Manila Hotel. He 
Years before taking on the duries f° vest us ire his own Kids.” 
ine OTs chat 1 needed The discipline instilled in Sampa- 
id my Kids Шат 1 S2 guita served her well in America, 
се here she raised her chidren Bridget 
in Manila, she played balikbayan to C'istina, Beverly and Ryan. 
Ren ply ed balikbayan tO -Bridger works as mediator for Mer- 
Ea г Insurance,” she related. “Cristina 
uniting with her Sampaguita family а 
ing lh ары р айе. a smdent counseor/teacher at the 
cidentally bumped into Nene Vera. University of Phoenix. Beverly isa reg 
Siena реди mari. fj teed nurse, Ryan works ina restane 
erm happy see hert I was meal P her kids al red ош wel she 
planning Ш er е we вн а Береке ifs because she subbomly 
а амла terez homes Beld on to Filipino wadicions 
E та рото boy copies She admitted that she had made a 
L [ Bie es Se ie cee соо career out of being a mom. 


= E — = of her old movies with the studio, es- 
{ NAME the Stars of 66 in this photo from the movie “Mga Batang Turista" and get a special prize from the Inquirer. We're эу those with fellow Stars of „When they were young, I drove my 
2 Е A " | کی و‎ kids to school and fetched them after," 


ок Sonora, Gina Pre,‏ { ج 
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Cancel itt Spacey in hot seat ‘on because ofthe plays we put_demprion Song” and Coldplay's Chris.” which was shot in Ara- Cartoon man 


nnper Иоса ш IL nc а TT 
Misc humpay me bury Koda Spacey e. реба Ic. i | GE e e Me ИШ MOREM ; pior vice president, regional ad- 
M na nars Ciak Chunk, be raming ove of = ee ee eng mies axi Garin, 


all other religious groups and Britain's most famous i s pp uiam i for Tumer Entertainment Net 
the filipino people Ho immedi- theater, берше а Lyricsfor богелэ No Catholic works Asia (Tena) 


ately withdraw support from ` mauling from critics bymusicindusty figures. АР baptism Based in Hong Kong, Sunny 
ABS-CBN. and questions over E N -Th Gil ¥ LOS ANGELES—Katie Holmes, directly oversees television and 
In a statement circulated to why the Old Vie may {Ge 27, was raised a Catholic but, interactive advertising sales and 
media organizations, PAAP . stand empty for the Britain йз f film delayed says fiance Tom marketing activities for Cartoon 
spokesperson Alo Filomeno пек five months. JA song lyric, according „ Оше, 43, their Networks India, Ашай 
said ABS-CBN had “declared to- “My commitment to a survey released vi soon-to-arrive baby Japan, Taiwan, Philippines, Pak- 
fal war against children, he low. has пет been Monday. E S nor, Rave a istan and South East Asia feeds; 
ly and oppressed” by showing stronger” the Oscar- The line “One Ше, see Catholicbaptism. ° Pogo, Tena’ kids channel in In- 
Sho remorse despite the mas. winning anistie di- with each other, sis. foray imo olden Се wid Dime dia and Boomerang in Australia 
sacre of more than 80 people rector of Ше ters, brothers" from times, the Mayan epic Sawyerin an interview and South East Asia. 
and injuries to hundreds, during renowned London KEVIN Spacey the 1992 song “One” “Apocalypto.” j оп ABC's "Primetime," 
the fateful moming of theatre company told topped a poll con- The action adven- ; "батас Friday night 
WWowowee' fiscanniversary” Reuters. ducted by musie channel VAL has been ¢ “ou can be Catholic 

‘ABS-CBN should have can- Уй box office receipts slid- Runner-up was the downbeat bumped from Aug. 4 2 EID 
celled "Wowowee" altogether, ing, The Old Vics production of "So you go and you sand on release to Dec. B. А You can be Jewish and 
Filomeno insisted. Ar Millers Resurrection your own and you leave on your spokesperson for Dis be a Scientologist. But 

He added: "Various shows... Blues’ closed on Saturday, a own, and you go home, and you ney, which is releas. MEL Gibson were Jun Sdenub- 
on the Loper-owned [nework] week earlier than planned. ^ eng and you want to die ing “Apocalypto,” said gas" 
оп mate seduction, ротор "The next play scheduled isa The Smiths’ "Нон Soon is Now." the production had fallen behind Holmes switch to Scientology 
PES marita! ffidelity, de production in September of Eu- Aline from Nirvana's "Smells because of heavy rains in the has sparked reports of a rift be- 
aber graphic display of vio. gene O'Neills "A Moon for the Like Teen Spirit — “I feel wilds of Mexico, where Gibson's tween her devout parems, Ohio 
lence and criminal activities. On- Misbegoten, staring Spacey stupid and contagi shooting natives Marin and Kathleen, 
уйир wil enjoy watching Rise who cook over he hi are now ошер Like Gibson's religious block- and the actor, who introduced 
these highly questionable pro- toric theater in September a third. Bob M: buster "The Passion of фе hertoScientolog AP 

"People calling for my resigna- ” SOUMITRA "Sunny" Saha 
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ETHEL Booba didn't scratch. 


MAUI Taylor didn't speak. 


Kiss and break ир... 
or battles in Bora 


THEY MEANT TO "PATCH THINGS UR” 
But on-today-off-tomorrow couple Ethel 
Booba and Alex Crisano ended up duking it 
utat the Boracay police station. Ethel was 
reportedly jealous of a member of an all-fe- 
male sexy group. He said: She scratched 
and hit him on the head. She said: He 
banged his own head against the wall. 
Hmm, we can can believe her That 
‘would explain the dents we saw on the 
walls of the condo unit they used to share. 


Bora battle 2 

Boracay wasn't big enough for another 
pair of bickering exlovers. Maui Taylor re- 
portedly snubbed ex-boyfriend Brian Revilla 
‘when they crossed paths in a restaurant 
"where the entire clan was celebrating his 
mom Lani Mercados birthday. Even so, Maui 
sent “Tita” Lani an SMS birthday greeting 


Bora ‘battle’ 3 

They were quarreling daw, but former 
sweethearts Gwen Garci and Andrew Wolff 
‘were spotted together on the island. Gwen 
explained to reporters, "Hes trying to win 
me back.” TV footage didn't make it look like 
she was playing hard to get. ТА, tsk. 


Bora battle 4 

Also seen on Bora last week were Joey 
Marquez and Alicia Mayer, who recently split 
up. They prudently partied on opposite sides 
of the sland, however, 


Lighter, younger 

loma Tolentino checked husband Rudy 
Fernandez out of the hospital on Monday. 
She refuted reports that Daboy is set to go 
abroad for an extensive checkup or as the ru- 
mor mills puit, “a second opinion.” She said 
they had to cancela planned vacation this 
month. Now, she said, Daboy is recovering 
wel. She told Inquires sounding pleased, 
“He's 10 pounds lighter, and looks younger” 


How about... Pilita? 

If shes willing to go through the requisite 
audition (see page A2-1), Asia's Queen of 
Song Pilita Corrales, we think, should be an 
excellent judge for "Philippine Idol." Now, is 
she? 


Toni out. 

"Toni Gonzaga is out of Pinoy Big Brother” 
as main host and Mariel Rodriguez is taking 
her place (see story on this page). We wonder 
why? 


Gong Li, believe it 

Chinese actress Gong Li will star in "Be- 
eve cor Nor,” а new movie directed by Tim 
Burton, Hong Kongs Apple Dally newspaper 
reported, Gong starts filming in October with 
Jim Carrey who wil play Robert L Ripley 
the cartoonist who created the famous Be- 
lieve It or Not series, The report said Gong 
beat Ziyi Zhang to get the role. AP 


Does she mind? 

But does Ziyi mind? The younger actress, 
‘who was recently named a Cannes juror, says 
it doesn't bother her to keep making Chinese 
movies, even if she has broken through Hol- 
dywood-—as long as the scripts are high-qual- 
йу. In fact, she is appearing in the upcoming 
court drama, "The Banquet,” directed by Chi- 
nese director Feng Xiaogang. AP 


His ‘stupid fault? 

in London, Briish pop star George 
Michael crashed ino thre cas while uying 
to park his SUV in London early Sunday the 
Daly Mirror reported Monday The 42-year- 
И former Wham! vocalist was arrested in 
February on suspicion of possessing drugs af- 
ter being found slumped at the wheel of a 
ar Не said in a statement at the time: "It is 
my own stupid fault, as usual.” AFP 


Tom Hanks’ top5 

1а Berlin, Tom Hanks picked his top five 
favorite films of all time. "1 just can't see 
enough of 2001: A Space Odyssey (by Stan- 
ley Kubrick, 1968)" the actor told Germany's 
Bild newspaper in an interview published 
last week. Hanks also picked "Elephant" 
(2003) by Gus Van Sant, "The Godfather” 
(1972) by Francis Ford Coppola, "Fargo" 
(1996) by Joel and than Coen, and “Boogie 
Nights” (1997) by Paul Thomas Anderson. 
Reuters 
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4th biggest buyer of ‘Asianovelas’ 


By Nini Valera 


biggest buyer of Asianovelas, actord- 
ing to Leng Raymundo, ABS-CBN vice 
president for program acquisition 
Raymundo, who is also the network's most- 
traveled executive, told Inguiten Entertain- 
‘ment that Japan is the top buyer, China the 
next biggest buyer, followed by Taiwan. 
Philippine-made telenovelas, like Jericho 
Rosales “Pangako sa Yo," have also been ex- 
hibited in trade shows abroad, and Malaysia 
has, in fact, acquired the local soap. 
Raymundo said the popularity of Asianove- 
las, which have become a staple for the prime- 
time programming of both ABS-CBN and 
GMA 7, could be attributed to the similarity in 
cultures of these biggest buyers. 
"Asians apparently have the same senti- 
mens and sensibilities,” she observed. 


Tä PHILIPPINES 18 THE FOURTH 


here's also that kilig (thrill over romantic 
team-ups) factor in the shows that is also a. 
common denominator in choosing what 
shows to buy" 

‘The most popular Asianovelas these days 
are made in Korea, Raymundo added. 

An Asianovela with а feisty heroine always 
scores high with top buyers, Raymundo said. 

Other considerations, she said, are ro- 
mance and comedy values of a show, plus ac- 
tion sequences. 

So far, the all-time top rater among the 
Asianovelas is "Meteor Garden, which 
starred the popular Taiwanese boy group F4. 

Raymundo stressed the cost-effectiveness 
of airing foreign acquired shows, saying that 
buying an Asianovela was less expensive than. 
producing a local show in the magnitude of 
Pponday even if the network has to dub the 
show in Filipino and create a local theme song, 
forthe show. 


Bucky bids bye to АГ quest 


By Kathryn Fatima Reyes 


"AMERICAN IDOL JUDGE PAULA ABDUL 
gives the tilt finalists little tokens every week 
that they manage to stay on. 

"This was revealed to INQUIREA Entertain- 
ment by Bucky Covington, the latest contes- 
tantto get booted from the show. 

In an interview arranged by Star TV on 
‘Thursday (Friday in Manila), 
Bucky said the most memorable 
gift he got from the lady judge was 
а necklace with a little star on it 
that says, "Reach for the stars" and, 
оп the back, "You just might become one.” 

‘The 28-year-old country singer from 
North Carolina disagreed with critics who 
say that as a judge, Paula should not be too 
"enthusiastic" during performances. 

Fora performer like him, Bucky said, tobe 
able to make somebody dance while he is 
singing is a great confidence booster, espe- 
cially if that somebody is a judge on the No. 1 
reality TV talent search contest in the US. 

Bucky, who got good reviews from all 


in a smoky little bar room, a minute and а 
half every week is nothing. 


Did any one week, as far as the themes 
‘went, throw you off and make you say, “Oh 

no, what am I going to pick?” 
Yes, the main one that threw me actually 
was Stevie Wonder. But I came across “Su 
perstition” and 1 was like, "Hey kid, we 
can knock this out." 501 ended up 


INQUIRER doing that 
EXCLUSIVE теп us a little bit about the Car- 


olina triangle there with you, 
Kellie, and Chris. Did you talk 
much about your connection? 

Its a nice, comforting feeling to know 
there are three of you out of North Carolina. 
But then again, where other people might 
have like a whole state voting for them, we 
have to split it up into threes. So I'm sure it 
probably hurts а little bit, but ай well 


So five out of the seven left are from the. 
south. Every previous "American Idol” 


three judges Abdul, Randy Jackson gut qs winner is from the south. Why does the 
and Sion Cowell after singing Queen's CX south do so well in American Idol? 
N 


*Fat-Bottomed Girls" last Tuesday, said 
he was surprised to be eliminated. But 4, 
he said it was good to leave on a 
week when his performance was 
solid. 

“if Tm not going to win, 
eighth isjust as good as fourth 
to me,” Bucky said. “It seems a 
lot of people are like, Ч didn't 
think you should win it’ But Td 
rather have that than, How did 
you make it this far?" 


Can you tell us a little bit тоге“ 

about your wife? f 
She is wonderful. They say А 

behind every good man is a f 

good woman. Crystal, she 

stands in front of me. She's 

been more than supportive. 1 

did a good job picking that 


Both you and Taylor have 
had experience playing bars. 
and nightclubs. Did that give. 
youanedge? 

Definitely When youre 
used to playing Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday nights 


Story of heroism that needs 


SOME MONTHS AGO, WE CAUGHT A TV 
documentary about the fatal fight on 9-11 of 
United 93, the third airplane that crashed in a 
field in Pennsyivania. 

“The documentary was compelling and surpris- 
ing because it revealed the heroism of the Rights 
40 passengers, who ended up attacking the ter- 
rorsts and thus preventing them from crashing 
the plane ino (some people conjecture) the 
White House. 

Now comes news that film version about hat 
third 911 fight, ded “United 937 is about to 
open in the Sates Isa tale of heroism that needs 
13 be told on the big sereen, but views on it thus 
far are decidedly mixed. 

Some of the plane passengers’ relatives are 
proud о ће movie, but others feel that it calls up 
Painful memories too soon after 9-11. 

"What about the publi? Some prospective 
viewers agree that i’ too soon. And some people 
оче caught the movie's тайег have found it 
too ussetlingy graphic, Reacting to those com- 
ments, one theater has stopped showing the wail- 
er 
For our part, our postive reaction to the TV 
documentary has primed us for the movie ver- 
sion, so the insplraional values of is tale of 
courage should salve whatever feelings of pain or 
horror the production could engender. 

True, theres something about the special pow- 
erof fim, dueto its huge sereen and persuasive vi- 
Sual language, that could make the movie a more 
inyour face viewing experience than the TV doc: 
тепа But, we're prepared to take ай that be- 
cause we believe that "United 93v" herole saga is 
a sory thar must be told on the big screen. 


А 4 


BUCKY 
Covington 


| ` That's hard to say. I don't know if 

A maybe the accents and the attitudes, or 

just maybe something that a lot of 
your big cities just aren't used to. 


Rocky (Bucky's twin brother) 
looks a lot like you, how can 
people tell you apart? 
Thave more earrings. (Serious- 
My)... if you talk to me or him for 
five or ten minutes, you'll know. 


Did he cause some confusion 
the week that he was in the au- 
dience? 

The stage manager and se- 
A curity came up to him and 
said, "What are you doing 
out here? You're sup 
A, posed to be back 
stage." He said, "Cue. 
homey, you have the 

wrong one.” 


At one point in 
the show, some- 
one gave you a 

piece of ad- 

vice ап 

said, “You need to 
TIL A14 


` VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


Coincidentally, just about when the nts trail- 
er started to be screened in theaters, the fights 
voice recording was heard by the public, when it 
was used as evidence in the ongoing trial of the 
terrorists involved in the 9-11 events. 

"This has served to make the story of United Air- 
lines Flight 93 even more freshly significant to 
viewers, so the film should get good viewership 
when it opens next month, 

What about a film on the other 9-11 events, 
specifically the arbome attack on the twin towers 
of the World Trade Center? We hear thar Oliver. 
Stone is completing work on such a production, 
and that iell start its run later this year. 

ifthe reaction to "United 93” is strong, Stone's 
911 movie should attract huge viewership. Buk, it 
‘ould prove to be even more controversial than 
"United 93," if Stone opts to tell s story like it 
was, replete with heroism and the airbome at- 
tacks horrific consequences. 

Tsittoo soon forall that to be vividly recalled on 
the big screen? When would be the right time to 
provide cinematic closure to those heroic tragic 
and even apocalyptic events? 


Movies on TV 
ON HBO today 6:30 am, “Big Fish." 10:45 am, 
"Mermaids" 9 pm, "Mambo Kings” Tomorrow 


The network, she said, also spends a size- 
able amount in promoting an Asianovela even. 
if the stars are not here physically for media, 
events. 

“If their schedules allow it, we always in- 
vite the stars to come here,” Raymundo said. 
In the Philippines, Raymundo bids against ri- 
val network GMA 7 for Asianovelas. 

‘She missed out on ‘Jewel in the Palace,” 
which is now a ratings ruler on GMA 7, but. 
she did not regret this, she said. "We have dif- 
ferent tastes, 1 rely mostly on my guts when T 
bid for a show. So far, my guts have not failed 
me.” 

Raymund also predicted that Latin telen- 
velas like "Ruby" would be the next big thing 
їп Philippine television, although these might 
meet with some objection for being bolder 
‘and more adult in content. 

‘ABS-CBN's latest Korean 


import is 
“princess Lulu" 


LAUREN Dyogi sonoro 


12 out of 30,000 
picked for ‘PBB’ 
teen edition 


By Nini Valera 


AS CHALLENGING as picking the winner in 
‘any "Pinoy Big Brother” edition is choosing, 
the housemates. 

PBB director and business unit head Lau- 
тел Dyogi said he has met about 30,000 
‘wannabe housemates from all over the 
country during auditions held in Cebu, 
Davao and Manila for the reality show's 
forthcoming teen edition. 

"about 30,000 teens eyeballed me during 
these auditions,” he said, laughing. 

Throughout the eyeballing, Dyogi, who 
was once а ramp model, had maintained а 
straight face even if some of the hopefuls 
tried very hard to make him smile or catch 
his attention by tumbling down the aisle 
‘This was what happened during the last au 
dition held at Dish inside the ABS-CBN com- 
pound last month during which, Dyogi ad- 
mitted, he had to make a lot of tough calls. 

"1 wish I could pick more,” he said. "There. 
is so much talent out there. But the playing 
field had to be narrowed down [to 12]. ” 

Among the chosen ones, Dyogi hopes to 


to be told 


at 1215 pam, "Beyond Borders” 430 рт, 
"Queh.225 8 pm, "Rome: Pharsalus” 9 p. 
“Rome: Caesarion” 950 pum, "ome: Utica.” 
April 21 at 8 am, “Surviving Picasso." 4 рт, 
"Moscow on the Hudson.” 

‘On Cinemax today at 6 am. "Phantom of the 
Rue Morgue.” 12 noon, "Dragon: The Bruce Lee 
Stony" Tomorrow at 4:45 pm, "House of Wax.” 
April 21 at 2:30 p.m, "Beetlejuice." 4 pm, “Mys- 
tie River" 6:30 pam., "The Adventures of Brisco 
County Jr 2:40 a.m., "The Appaloosa.” 


"Easy English’ 

CORBAN Leaming Cemer slates Easy English 
courses every Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and 
Sunday The 30-hour course indudes grammar 
conversation, pronunciation and writing. Call 
8426665 or 0917-6297718. 


Film, TV workshops 

THE TAGAYTAY Film, Broadcast and Creative 
workshops willbe held this year from May 8 to 13 
and May 22 to 27 at the DAP Conference Center 
and Hotel, They indude Compelling Video Pro- 
duction for Institutional Presentations (Casi- 
no/Tintin Gomez), Effective Seripowriting for 
[AVP (Nick Tayag), How o Make Your Advocacy 
Radio Programs Entertaining (Tro Malay), Pho- 
tography Is Beyond Digital (Joey Tanedo), TV 
Hosting (Chi-Chi Robles), Cool Design for Com- 
muniy/Compeny Paper булек Vilariba), Taking 
the Boredom Our of Corporate Presentations (Del 
Rosete), Communication Planning and Crisis PR 
(Ray Junia), How to Direct for Fim Joe! Laman- 
gan and others), and Writing for Flm ( Roy Igle- 
Sias). Cll 8929421 or 4133840, 


meaa 


^ 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2006 


PUE. 


The No.1 


Computer Mag. 
inthe Philippi 


mE) 


ix 
j8s 
J 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


| DD 


р 


‘Website: weving7 money net 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo e Assistent Editor Corrie S. Narisma 
Textus your feedback inquirer biz name/egetcyimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-malt pr_business@ingurercom ph 


Treasury bond rate plummets to 6.5% 


Down from 10.5% as cash-rich 
banks swamp auction with P14-B bids 


GOLD: $614.30-61480 
pence Hong Keng. Aoi 8206 


STOCK МАЕКЕТ 


(Sestck market reporton Page) 
Shares close lower 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.16 PERCENT LOW- 


ar yesterday on profit-taking in the face of ris- 
p 


Ж ‘The Trailblazer's StabiliTrak adjusts engine torque and brake pressure оп each wheel 


NEW FRONT AND REAR FASCIA * 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE YIELD OF THE FOUR-YEAR TREASURY BONDS PLUMMETED 
by 4 percentage points to only 6.5 percent yesterday as banks 
swamped the auction with more than P14 billion worth of bids. 


The new four-year bond rate of 6.5 percent 
е from а high of 10.5 percent set during 
auction in August of last year. 

Market projection was that the rate would 
settle at 6.625 percent, but it actually landed 
ata lower rate of 6.5 percent," National Trea- 
surer Omar Cruz said after the auction. 

‘Cruz took pride in the declining yields, 
ing lower interest rates would eventu 
it cheaper for businesses to borrow money. 

Interest rates on government securities are 
used by banks as basis for setting interest 
rates on their loans. 

Cruz attributed the strong appetite for the 


- governme: 


four-year bonds to the fact that banks have а 
lot of idle cash. 

At the same time, the government's bor- 
rowing requirement is declining due to its 
shrinking budget deficit. 

Tenders for the 4 year bonds reached P14.1 
billion, more than four times higher than the 
bt offer of only P3.5 billion. 
"The Bureau of the Treasury's auction commit- 
tee accepted P3.5 billion worth of bids, raising in 
fall the governments borrowing program. 

The drop in the four-year treasury bond 
rate yesterday followed the across-the-board 

TREASURYIBS 


RESTRUCTURING PLAN UNDER WAY 


Coke feels pinch of competition 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez man 
prof 

INROADS MADE BY NON-CARBON- 
“energy and sports” beverages 
o the sft drink market have forced 


NEW GRILLE + NEW BODY 


facturers to restructure and stay 
je. ina financial report fled wi 
Coca Cola Beverage Group, the soft 
drinks arm of San Miguel Corp, has 
dosed two boring plants last year as 


SIDE MOLDING 


rites and Exchange Commis 
Sen Miguel did not disclose the loca- 
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ee people employed in 2005 
The average numberof Flipinos employed in 2005 rose 10323 
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increasing this year 


part ofits restructuring efforts, SMC said. 
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New species seen revitalizing shrimp industry 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


AN UMBRELLA GROUP OF EXPORTERS YES- 
terday said shrimp producers were looking at 
a recovery of the local industry with promis 
ing new species of disease-resistant shrimp. 
“At the same time, the Philippine Exporters 
Confederation said seaweed farmers were los 
ing ground in the international market due to 
the appreciation ofthe peso against the dollar: 
Philexport officials said the Philippine 
Shrimp Industry Association or Philshrimp 
was bent on regaining markets they lost in the 
aftermath of prawn pestilence in the 1990s. 
‘Shrimp firms are adopting the latest in 
prawn farm technology as well as best prac- 
tes in hatching and feeding stocks, 
"They are also commercializing other species 
aside from the tiger prawn, the group said. 
Phishrimp, with the help of the Bureau of 


Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, has 
taken up research and development ef- 
forts to discover exotic shrimp varieties 
that may be produced commercially 
and are less prone to diseases than the 
erstwhile favorite—the tiger prawn, 
Results of the projects in BFAR's pi 
lot farms would be the highlight of 
the Sth National Shrimp Industry 
Congress slated in míd-2006. 


But Philexport said that results have 
been encouraging this early such that 
the white prawm project is expected to 
hasten the revitalization of the industry. 
On the other hand, Philexport 
members in Region 9 called Гога sim- 
ilar move for the seaweed industry, 
which is losing ground as an interna- 
tional leader in the production of car- 
rageenan and related products. 


Alfredo Sarte, president of Philex- 
роп Region 9, said the stronger loca 
‘currency has pulled down the price of 
dried seaweed to а range of P14-P16 
а kilo, which makes cultivation un- 
profitable. 

Sarte said the drop in prices from a 
range of P18 to P20 a kilo last year 
has discouraged thousands of farm- 
ers from raising seaweed 


CUSTOM MADE RACKS, 
QUALITY YOU CAN TRUSTI 


Shares close lower | 


ing oil prices, dealers said. corporate results unlikely to help. 
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CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 


1. Evente Evolution: Face-to-Face Marketing in 
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и. The Brand: Focal Peint of Experience. 
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EXHIBITORS PROFILE: 


Manufacturers and Suppllers ol products and 
‘services related о exhibit and event marketing 
and management. 
Advertising Premiums | Corporate Gits 
Associations / Serios Organizations 


JUSTIC CORPORATION 


No. 9 Dasmariñas St. Binondo, Mania, Phiippines 


Tel. Nos.: 242-2048 * 241-5237 * 24 


COMI БШШШ 


136574. 
Losers led gainers 

71 to 34, with 52 

stocks unchanged. 

Volume was 11.24 
billion shares worth 
P2.2 bilion. 

“The geopolitical 
situation in kan is 
pushing up oll and 
other commodiy 
prices and it is creat 
ing infationary con- 
сепз. That may put 
pressure on the cen- 
tral bank to eventually 
raise interest rates” 
said Jose Vistan of AB 
Capital Securities. 

Dealers said the 
market might continue 
to head lower in com- 
ing sessions with up- 
coming fustquaner 


12-6942 


However, continued gains in 
mining stocks trimmed the mar- 
ket's losses as metal prices rose to 
fresh multi-year highs overnight. 
The composite index ended 
down 3.64 points at 2,225.72 af- 
ter trading between 2,222.02 and 
2,235.91. The broader all-shares 
index retreated 3.71 points to 


“Earnings in the first quarter 
are likely to be less robust than 
usual because of the higher taxes 
companies have to pay" Vistan 
said, referring to a law that raised 
value-added taxes and corporate 
income taxes in February. 
‘Topraded PLDT closed down 
P15 to P1,965 while rival Globe 
‘Telecom retreated P5 to P885. AFP 


SCRAP METAL а. 
lY. VEHICLE AUCTION 


SITE LOCATION: KING JAMES AUCTION PHILIPPINE HEADQUARTER 
777 OLD NATIONAL HIGHWAY, STO. CRISTO, PULILAN, BULACAN 
AUCTION DATE: APRIL 19, 2006 (WED) @ 10:30 AM 
CONSISTING OF VEHICLES, BEANS, G) RESTAURANT S KITCHEN EQUIPMENT, 


SCRAP METALS INDUSTRIAL MATERIALS, (2) TRUCK LOAD OF GOOD 
LUMBER CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS FTC, 


REFUNDABLE / CONSUMABLE DEPOSIT.OF 10,000: 


Audio Visual Equipment 
Banners / Merchandising Collaterals 
Computer Equipment, Technology and 
Software 

Design Firms 

Event Management / Marketing 

Events Securty 

Exhibit Construction (Modular or Fabrication) 
Exhibit Designer & Producers 

Бом! Program and Management 
Graphics and Signage 

Kiosks-Interactive 

Mobile Display / Outdoor 

Mobile Marketing 

Photography 

Printing Services 

Recruiters | Models | Agency 

табе Show Markating & Software 

Venues (Hotels, Tents, etc) 

International Exhibit Producers & Services. 
Mutimedia / AVP / Post-Production cities 
Stage / Lights а Sounds 
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NEGOTIATED SALE 


sme: SAN ISIDRO LABRADOR INDUSTRIAL, BRGY. BALUBARAN, MALINTA, 
REENZUELA CITY, ALM. (BESIDE SAN ISIDRO LABRADOR PARISH CHURCH) 
FOR INSPECTION AND INFO CALL: (02) 277-3480 


10.1,200 TONS 3 


CONSISTING OF GENERATORS, BOILPRS, FILTER PRESS, TANKERS, CYLINDERS, 
FORSE SINE CATE CHECK VALVES ENGINES AND ASSORTED S AP МАП 


INDICATIVE PRIC! 
WE BUY FACTORIES, MANUFACTURING PLANT 
3-3277, (0928)63 3000 


rE: www.klhglameéauction.com. 


DISCOVER AND LEARN 


FRANCHISING 
ые) THE Ed i 


~ Take Your Franchise to the Next Level 
1A Seminar for Franchisors) 
* How to Franchise Your Business April 27 


= Site Evaluation for Franchises April 28 
AVAL OF EARLY BIRD RATES! FREE PARKING FOR PARTICIPANTS! 


ИНЕ apd 


"REGISTER NOW!!! COST EXHIBN 


mà 


(EXHIBITORS! 
; RESERVE NOW 
AND GET: | 
40% Discount: ; 
(Until April 28, 2006) | 


April 26 
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MS FOR MORE INQUIRIES: 

t 6383142149150 
910-854445 

4 0917-836-5530 
0920.9610810 

(@ inio@trancorp.com.ph 
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PRO 9800/9400 
Php 319,996.00 


RO, 700017409 


Pho 194,995.00 


PRO 4400 B 
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Tho allow Epson Siylus® Pro Sarias simply tho most dostablo photographic priniors. 
Designed In colaboraton wh some of tho work’s best-known photographers and 
prinimakers lo produce exerting photographic prints. 

А rue mieslone in high-tech pigmented ink technology - Epson UlraChrome?* Ink can 
roduc color prints ийа wid color gamut. And lor iho frst imo, produce groat looking lac 


FREE SEMINAR ° April 28,2 
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ROBINSONS LAND 


CORPORATION 


To Launch Townhouse Project "д T, ? 


Robinsons Land Corp. (КІС), is planning to launch this 
April an upscale townhouse residential development, Otis 
888 Residences, at its recently acquired 4-hectare 


property located along Otis Road, Manila. Ois sss 


! A RESIDENCES, 
cee 


Otis 888 Residences will be a 215-unit upscale 57“ ранолели 


development which will primarily cater to the Filipino- 
Chinese living in the Binondo Chinatown area. It will 


consist of a mix of 3-BR and 4-BR units, to. suit the 


discerning tastes and need for wider space and greeneries WÄRANUROS 
E 


of its target clientele. Units range from P6.5 million and 


up, with floor areas of 138, 168 and 188square meters. 


Its strategic location of being 2 kilometers or less than 10 

minutes away from the Binondo area offers a refreshing 

alternative for upscale living for Fil-Chinese. Adding Не added, "A hectare ofthe property has been allocated 
comfort is its close proximity to nearby schools like St. for the development of a lifestyle mall which is planned 
Peters, St. Jude, Chiang Kai Shek, Uno, De La Salle-Taft, to house a supermarket as well as a mix of retail, dining 
Malayan High School of Science, St. Stephen,USTandSan апа service outlets. The mall and the nearby hospitals, 
Beda. schools and other commercial establishments will 


afford residents easy and safer access to basic needs." 
Considered as one of the few remaining premium 


properties this side of Manila, the site of Otis 888 Recently, RLC also bought the 9.3-hectare Jardine 
Residences offers a promising new lifestyle for a privileged Davies property in Merville which the property giant 
few. The gated community will welcome residents to envisions to be a mixed used development composed of 
sprawling amenities area with swimming pool, jogging ^ several residential thematic enclaves. The property is 
paths, a function room and fitness area. All units will have ^ located between Bicutan and Nichols Interchange. 
aninterior pocket garden and most corner units will havea 
separate strip garden to maximize breathing space. Robinsons Land Corporation is the real-estate arm of JG 
Summit Holdings, Inc., (Ј65НІ), one of the country's 
RLC-High-Rise Buildings Division GM, Danilo E. Ignacio largest conglomerates with diverse interest in branded 
said, "Otis 888 Residences aims to address the growing consumers foods, agro-industrial and commodity food 
needs of those expanding families in Binondo who require products, textile, telecommunications, petrochemicals, 


bigger living space." airtransportation and financial services. 
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BSP to extend aid to battered exporters 


By Doris C. Dumlao 
tance fund worth P500 million. the peso falls back to 
“We're open to considering the estab- many of the traders woul 
T prepared fo extend aid to exporters lishment of an export promotion fund, fold up their businesses and i 
preparing. from the pesos recent but we have to come up with a pro many workers in the provinces. 
pains, arging them to protect tem. gram,” Tetangco said. "Мете now talk- Tetangco old the exponera t 


:$1 level 
THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS 


ing hedging mechanisms. 

1п a forum with exporters yesterday, 
BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jt 
said the monetary institution is pre 
pared to ригир a Hesh fund to help ex the greenback, and jacking up regional tues ‘of underlying goods or in- percent. 
Porters better compete in the offshore currencies. dices—to soften the impact of exchange Likewise, 
аңыз by upgrading the quality of _ During the forum with the Monetary rate volatility 
heir products. Board, representatives from small and 


and Industry)" 


hedge" 
According to the BSP chief, factors 


nance lending. 
Hedging refers to the use of various. 


21-23 June 2006 = PICC Forum, Manila = 10:00 AM 7:00 PM 


CALL FOR >" 


Жылый ia spending limia to spending on infrastructure and 
TH ternational food о Beverage | he ра ре the economy, basie services 
Cruz echoed the earlier state- 
ment of Finance Secretary Mar- 
fait Teves, who said the econo- 
Ey shoul grow a least 7 percent 
E. to make the poor benefit Hom the 
| igitening measures to reduce ts economic grow. 
He said 


LMA | saying the 4.8-percent gross do- 
Manufacturing © Technologies | mestic product growth last 
amac E. | barely trickled down to the poo 
Exposition 2006 While the Arroyo ай 
(rap Manutech) | tion last year undertook 


deficit, Cruz said econom- 
The one true trade | agreed that tis istati 
exhibition for the food and 
beverage manufacturing and | 
technologies industry h 
encouraged to ma 

the proposed P1.09- 
get for the full yeas, instead of re- 
nsn vr Sticing spending. 

TIME FOUNDATION, INC. 


END ATO the goal of increasing 


is muted if 
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The 
DIVINA & UY 


LAW FIRM 


is pleased to announce the 
inauguration of its new law office 
atthe 8/F Pacific Star Building, 
Makati Avenue, Makati City 


ng‏ وود 
SENIOR PARTNERS —‏ 


Nilo T. Divina & Edwin C. Uy 


ASSOCIATES 


ALLAN CHRISTOPHER S. AGATI 
DARWIN R. BAWAR 
ARTHUR B. CAPILI 
JOWELT. CLOMA 


OF COUNSEL 


(Ret) Justice WENCESLAO I. AGNIR, JR. 
(Ret.) Justice OSWALDO D. AGCAOILI 
Rep. AURELIO M. UMALI 


JUNIOR PARTNERS 


ALVIN S. DYSANGCO 
ALDEN FRANCIS C. GONZALES 
DANILO N.TUNGOL 


Areas of Practice: 


* Banking & Finance * Mergers and Acquisitions * Formation of Business Entities * Loan and 
Security Documentation * Corporate Rehabilitation, Litigation, Adversarial or Dispute Resolution * 
* Labor Relations * Taxation * Arbitration, Mediation, Collective: Bargaining Negotiations * 

* Immigration * Maritime * Insurance * Intellectual Property * Mining * Telecommunications * 

* Election and Administrative Law * 


„Tel. 840-4303, 817-7846, 848-6804 info@divin: induylaw.com Telefax No. 6700-8482 


The industry has proposed am assis- medium exporters warned that unless support fund for the promotion export 

products abroad. Tetangeo said the in- 

Fitoton would also consider another 

fund furber asist the secu ickel 4 
“The BSP chief added the banking reg- 

‚есыкты ICKE project 

gains, rig them to Pro елт. ing win the DTI (Department of Trade would have to “шу and lear how to. medium enterprises through micro 


"The BSP expects а softer growth of 8 
dera а the control of monetary financial tools such as currency deriva- percent in export earings for this year 1 
datas beyond he control of тошу franca ok шш are based on e as agains ener строй of 10 МН Гру иол fonn om Toledo Mi 


slower growth of 9 percent versus the 
"The BSP has а P10-million financial earlier forecast of 11 percent. 


From belt-tightening, focus 
| shifts to prudent spending 


Officials noted that part of the 
proceeds of the various revenue- 
EXHIBITORS! | YY pem OMAR enhancement measures are in- 
| س‎ he government has tended not only to reduce the 

shifted its fiscal strategy toward budget deficit but also to increase 


remains committed to 
improve its fiscal position. But of- 
ficials have also agreed that the 
task should be accomplished 
v through higher revenues instead 

of lower spending. 
He said the Development Bud. 


we increase revenue setting economic policies and tar 


this year should be 
fully utilized 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2006 


Atlas acquires 
$5-M loan from 
affiliate to fund 


By Christine A. Gaylican 
MINING COMPANY ATLAS CONSOLIDATED 


three-year, SS-million loan from Toledo Min- 


ports are seen to post a ing Corp. to partiy fund a nickel project in 


Palawan. 

"Toledo Mining, a nickel mining company list- 
ed on the London Stock Exchange and an affi 
ate of Adlas, operates the Berong nickel project, 
а 10,659-hectare mining claim in Palawan, 

The nickel mine has an indicated resource. 
of 275 million metric tons at 1.3 percent nick- 
©, and 0.074 percent cobalt at 0.9 percent 
nickel cutoff, that makes it one of the largest. 
tunexploited ‘nickel laterite deposits in the 
‘world, Atlas said. 

Development of the mine is reported to be 
nearly complete. A trial shipment from the 
mining project is scheduled for the middle of 
this year. 

"The loan carries a 10-percent annual inter- 
estrate and itis convertible to shares їп Айаз 
ata par value of P10. The loan is also secured 
by Atlas’s share in the earnings of the Berong 
nickel project. 

‘Atlas owns around 35 percent of the 
Berong project. 

Atlas is also undertaking the development 
of another project in Cebu. Company officials 
said that intial repair work at the mining site 
of another affiliate, Carmen Copper Corp., 
was ahead of schedule. The work was com- 
pleted in October 2005. 

Atlas earlier said it was planning to offer 
shares of Carmen Copper to the public before 
the year ends. 

"The company hopes that, with the initial 
public offering, it will be able to raise about 
Ralf of the $150 million Atlas needs to reha 
bilitate copper mines in Cebu. 

"The Cebu operations had been suspended 
in 1994. 


е Arroyo admin- 


п Committee, ап 
body tasked with 


that the spending 


GY nan of commerce 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
т базата Сал eg ma Common en Bids es prospect iter t ply 
экоону itr 
NAME OF PROJECT: 
Ое Supls ter и соль (NCJR and Рой) 
жола ааг 


ыш 


TOT > OFFICE SUPPLES FOR LOWER 


COURTS WR 


PRESSE | Gumi 
opens bra | 


DBE 


(ror OFFICE SUPAUES FORTONER 
COURTS PROVINCES) 


Feprptns t he 
Jer uns СТЫ 


ТЕТ | Gant | 


PERIOD OF ОЕШУ: 
NOR. тезү lod days ater issuance и Purchase Order PO 
PROVINCES Satya cante deys ahar sun ot Роса Créer РОЈ 
SCHEDULE OF ACTIES: 
FORLOT 1 AND 2: 
1. PRED CONFERENCE 
те prod crore wit vo haid or: 
Date 1 May 2006, Wednesday 
Pu. бошала Room (rou Fox) Cell Sung Supreme Court, 
eae Fee SL Маша. Nure 
теє opm бо) 
20pm fria 23 
SUBMISSION OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AND CPENNG OF BIOS 
Tre eighty req tomers o prospero bes musi bo personaly smiled by 
Tx ad shunts representase, and пе is wû e paret. воће, п то 
Pase d m bdo э то suat positae to bo ld O: 
(ate: V May 2008, Wednesday 
шш. Toned oor Curr (Gnd Ро) Ceti dr, Supom Cou, 
Pass ша S. Mana Manda 
теє 12pm toil) 
Er 

respect bse msi mi bo relato to V hand olive rcg ry or eny mont 
tu Common ens 1з Serena omo by eosangunty о alindy up o м 
EM 

rot bidders may secre ely requirements and id doctus tom The 
secretariat Commie on Bs, Property Dison, rd Floor Annex Dung Supreme 
ort ane рулит eon lao o of On Thousand Pesos (P2004) each for 
GT Vend LOT 2 por to cona el pred соает Fresnel aman O 
Mates тау cone na Saca Ms. Norn C Josue aa no, байта. 

"Tha Comite on Ве reserves tha el.) pc any or al bs 2) wav any 
лед, э ттан о, 3) 9 эгер ey s ores wh тау cns oh 
"est eoveageos ша beali о e greet, 

теа 

(Sgt) JOSE P. PEREZ 
Charman 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2006 


at the inn 


TE MAKATI SHANGRI-LA GENERAL. 
manager Jarlath Lynch seems to 
have an extra spring in his steps 
these days, it is because his hotel 
has been enjoying occupancy rates 
similar to and even eclipsing Hong 
Yong industry standards. 

Despite the coup scare and the 
Makati rallies, the average occu- 
рапсу rates in Shangri-La and 
five other deluxe hotels in the 
country’s premiere city went past 
90 percent in February. 

Shangrila easily led the 
group, with 94 percent ofits 699 
Tooms and suites all but sold out 
for that month. 

Hong Kong hotels registered an 
average of 86-percent occupancy 
rate for the same month, although 
this represented the industry aver- 
age across-all-hotel categories. 

Stil, the Makati Shangri-La's 
94 percent was clearly way ahead 
of the 91 percent for the popular 
Yau Ma Tei/Mongkok’s districts, 
which host Hong Kong's industry- 
leading hotels. 

"The higher occupancy rate was 
achieved despite a 7-percent av- 
erage increase for Shangri-La cor- 
porate clients starting this ye 
and all the more remarkable con- 
sidering that the hotel's occupan- 
су rate for the first quarter last 
year was only 83.5 percent. 

Mirroring the Shangri-La’ for- 
tune, the Renaissance Makati, 
controlled by Hong Kong real es- 
tate tycoon Cheng Yu-tung, post 
ed a 91.65-percent occupancy 
rate for February despite a 4-per- 
‘ent increase in room charges im- 
posed beginning 2006, said Re- 
naissance spokesperson Monique 
"Irinidad-Toda. 

Opened in 1994 before the 
Asian currency crisis drained 
tourism trafic, the Renaissance 
even registered "historic high" 
earnings last year, said Trinidad- 
"Toda, declining to elaborate. 


COcKTALES 


Victor С. 
Agustin. 


holders meeting, buoyed not on- 
ly by historic high metal prices 
But also by having apparently 
‘overcome boardroom opposition 
from the Metrobank Group. 

‘Not only is Lepanto set to make 
money this year and finally re 
open its long-shuttered industry 
leading copper _ mine, 
Metrobank’s representation in 
the board has also been reduced 
from three seats to two. 

Stockbroker Ronaldo Salonga 
stepped down from the board, 
leaving TV host Ricardo "Dong" 
Puno Jr. and fellow lawyer Felici- 
tas Aquino-Arroyo, the better half 
of Sen. Joker Arroyo, to represent 
the Metrobank Group in the Lep- 
anto board. 

Yap refused to discuss the so- 
called Metrobank issue, but ap- 
parently taipan George Ty, whose 
holdings initially entitled his 
group to 24 board representa- 
Чоп, was reduced after his group 
declined to subscribe to the re- 
centstock rights offering 

‘According to the grapevine, 
Yep henceforth mopped up the 
bulk of the Metrobank allocation, 
which proved to be a costly err 
for Metrobank since Lepanto A 
and B share prices zoomed there- 
after from the 20-22-centavo ter- 
ritory to a postrights 40s level. 


Heard through the grapevine 
THE LA SALLE Greenhills presi- 
dent, Bernard Oca, is being rans- 
ferred to Balanga, Bataan, next 
School year, where the La 
brother could presumably teach 
haciendero boys and farm kids 
mot only taefwando but also the 
nuances of Christian morality 

(Email: cocktales pdi@pldtd- 
Яла ог cockales pdi@ya- 
‘hoo.com) 


Yap got it flippin’ 

FELIPE YAR the Lepanto Consoli- 
dated chair, was in an ebullient 
mood during Mondays share- 


MANUFACTURING 
MADE SIMPLE! 


Introducing MISys Small 
Business Manufacturing 


You asked for it: manufacturing software that is 
more powerful, yet simple to use; with more 
deployment options, and with flexibility to insure a 
lasting fit in a growing company. And all at a price 
you can afford today. 


Low Total Cost of Ownership 

MISYS is the most affordable manufacturing software in 

the market not only because of its low purchase price 

but also because of the fact that it its designed to elimi- 
| nate unexpected expenses you may have In owning the: 

Software. No surprises, no, obsolescence, no gambles: 


Room to Grow А 
Start with the basic inventory control module. As you 
grow your manufacturing business, add advanced pur 
Chasing, bin tracking, production control, master pro^ 
duction scheduling shop floor control, among others. 


Quick and Easy to Learn 

Misys SBM utilizes the familiar Microsoft Office feel of. 
popular-emall- or: word-processing programs -so-it's 
Quick and easy to get access to useful information 
Wherever you are and whenever you need it | 
Run Stand-Alone or Fully Integrated 
Use it on its own or Integrate it with our own line of ac- 
counting software to create a complete manufacturing 
business management system. It is fully compatible and 
fully capable to handle important business processes. 


SIMPLIFY ee 


Repair E PRO SYSTEMS CORPORATION 


YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP * : 
FOR SMALL MEDIUM BUSINE: $ 


Simple enough? MUGIARP 
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By Daxim L. Lucas 


"THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT WILL AGAIN 
rely on the generosity of the government of 
Japan for the development of the country's 
next generation international airport despite 
the transportation department's present trou- 
bles with a major Japanese contractor. 
Speaking to reporters recently a ranking offi- 


_ (Almost) No room Japan aid eyed for Clark airport study 


Castafiares said that a feasibility as com- 
prehensive as the one envisioned by trans- 
portation authorities would cost anywhere 
from P100 million toP150 million, and would 
puta strain on the DOTC' relatively limited 
funds already earmarked for other projects. 
“The official said he was optimistic on get- 
ting a favorable response from the Japanese 
agency, which is responsible for doling out 


overseas development assistance funding. 

"They already informed us that they'll con- 
sider it,” he said. i 

Castañares said the planned transfer of ma- 
jor airline and air cargo operations to the for- 
‘mer US air base in Pampanga was necessary 
because of the congestion in Naía. 

“Besides, Naia can't accommodate newer 
aircraft like the [Airbus] A380," he said. 


cial of the Department of Transportation and 


Communications (DOTO) said the government 


Баз formally asked the state-run Japan Interna- 
tional Cooperation Agency (Жа) to fund a fea- 
sibility study on a proposed replacement for the 
Ninoy Aquino International Airport (Naia). 
‘Specifically, Transportation Assistant Sec- | 
retary Robert В. Castañares said an indepth | 
evaluation was needed to determine once and 
for all the viability of proposals to make the 
Diosdado Macapagal International Airport 
the country’s air transportation hub by 2015. | ~ 
“These feasibility studies are expensive so. | 
we've asked Jica if they can study a grant,” he | 
said. 


It ensures FAST, 


EPAYROLL 


‘computation of payroll & generation of 
government reportorial requirements. 


ereonnel Information System), MSI DTR (Daty Time Recording) 


REIMER 1 INC 5 


Attn; MSI Payroll Users: 

lI 
Exemption of Minimum Wage Eamere / 
Individuals with compensation income 
ot Php 60,000 (ity thousand a уен) 
from Withholding Tax ls now avaiable. 


COMPLETE and ACCURATE 


FREE DEMO 

(POSISales Manager, I. AR. & P.O.) w/in M.M. 
"734-8068 » 136-6753 + 736-4092 

1G! Cityland 8, бөз Roca Condo, Deia Rosa St. Makati Cty 

Ты: бале aoe 15051 612-4590 182-4590] 692.2808 [| 

тосто Fax No: 0922705 Ena: neQemacm 1 


| Get more f Depost Amount [interest Rates % 
| value for [res | plo | 
pye 50,000 - 99,999 3.50 
| 100,000 - 499,999 [4.50 | 
| 500,000 -999,999 | 525 
| ТОМИ -499MM | 575 | 
Place | SOMM -399MM | 575 | 
| your money [_10.0MM and up | 6.00 | 
| in Time 
| Deposit 
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Text PSBANK РТО «your name» «landline no.» «emalt address> then send to | 
ISTE tor Smart or 0917-8902327 for Globe and ther network. 


THAT MAKES THIN 


The IBM eServer™ xSeries” 226 Express lets you manage 
your current servers from a single console. Thats simple. 
‘And together with intel” Xeon Processors, the x226 can 
help meet your business needs now and as you grow. 
Thats smart. It 
problems up to 48 hours in advance. That's innovation 
that matters. All їп ай 


rt you to potential hard drive 
it takes on a lot of responsibility. 


IBM eServer xSeries: 226 Express 
Grat ie prin, end ct, and colabora. 
ron PhP136,900' елу 


з Booz FSB wih 


Also Available 

IBM eServer* xSeries” х2; 

iner хех" Processor 2 2GHe 

ren РАР147,000' sses 

Dele Up Proms Boyan ot Da above bender ad qe 
Sitges tr FREE 

ECL 


JBM eServer xSeries" x206m 
From PHPSS 400 eases) 


ав Pornar 4 Processor OH. Asa Availabe 
wa 2MBL2 Cache IBM eSener xSeries” x20 
oN cn sorrel ey 


T 8099 уде Swap SATA 
Herd Dak Deve From PhP75,800' eases 


ringasd EM Sone e 
(specs RADON) 


ibm.com/ph/offers 


co tcp кс 


te + мол ешр nesters ораи" 
кдбыр me > кла Camus qe. 
алтей баасаа 


‘ana кэш о ук cis 
Sid cben бай Ou горе Nga met 


Upgrade Your Future 
Get Certified 
Become a Certified Management Accountant : 
| Join the 7^ CMA Program of Australia 
| пата росна 
Tinted мөгәдетегї Ac The program develops skills of 
| professionals. 
May 06 - July 22, 2006 
Holiday Inn Galleria Manila 


Tel 
Email: info. 


FOR ONCE, MANAGEMENT 


GS SIMPLE. 


IBM eServer" xSeries" 100 
From PHPOB, 900 cascos 


yer Perot 4 Procéesor 0GHz wih 2MB L2 Cacha, 
11 SENS PC2-4200 DORZ SORAM 

2 16008 Simple Swap SATA Hard Dsk Drive 

aer On- sae Warany: Sanca by BM 


"IBM eServer xSeries is #1 in the Philippines in the x86 server | market in unit shipment in 2005” 1 
‘SOURCE: ЮС Asia/Pacific Quarterly Enteprise Server Tracker, 04 2005, February 2006 


1 800-888-1426 


eren top toc Ste» Aes Spaans: c sum. esit да rm tdg. o eur 
р алаа pus Dan p «ec Heg Pot е » mage 


versos son Раа Dto ett a Ha 
HORE конда E ur Copan + Mousa е e Menu uan Sens Mens 
D SNL Ма Gente n+ asm pero hn Cou Sms * Sam va Сик 
п пон аа Samara Copaan ® Wa Campa eme nw. rally amen Mecha. 
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From death ward to a true healing facility 


ByTmaAreoDumko тотай was peeling, the fos shion neonatal regime of stainless steel, the floors 
male, chiens ak were £ patchwork of tiles, ouofcursp water gas sre rubberized, the windows 
UP UNTIL ABOUT THREE ready slim chances of sur and the ceilings Кеше hes fheyhad have curtains, and the walis 
Yewragnmanyofteehl- vira! became even simmer ugly mais ofwa mating se owak wil. ей wih реше ш 
алар mecukentois dueto ihe high incidenceof bu HS mo at visit the ICU today heip along sick children on 
den who were јато f op bruit on by se. Nothing to workwith and ir presen a vasiy dif their road to recovery 
et af the Ospital ng vere lack of facilities. Residents and nurses on ferent picrare. Aio cases of infection that 
wait of fhe Oa OF The paint on the beds duy even iad 10 crudely e = The beds are now made have long plagued the ICU 
re now down toa 


©), marketing institute of the Philippines lope beasts 
BING the education and training arm of the re oe 


[ PHILIPPINE MARKETING unong 
ASSOCIATION E arme 
4 money to 
resents a seminar on y 
s s РЕА fora Cause (PAUSE) 
Brand Marketing nee 
te Basics of Brand Marketing) — Se gg ep d 
ma ice eee) Araullo ward, in honor of 
OY EE Jose б. Araullo, chair emeri- 
8:00 AM — 6:00 PM tus of PA. 
Dusit Hotel Nikko, май The ward is just one of the 
many projects that the em. BEFORE The pediatric ICU ward of the Ospital ng Maynila 
ployees voluntarily support 
through PAUSE. 

PAUSE projec coordinator 
Joseph Peter Anthony S. 
Target Participants Ayson said РАА for a Cause 
Target Participant for new recruits in the brand marketing job or those who may already be doing a brand | was formed in November 
This seminari sues ай os no extensive joo orientation. Managers coming ftom brand-elaied feid Le. | 2002 out of the desire of the 
а айгып, promotions, media and public relations as well as undergraduate or faculty handing a brand eec ei Ba aed i 
marketing course wil Ikewise benefit rom this seminar. ee atte 


The concept of Brand Marketing has gone into an evolutionary process ever since it was introduced by Procter 
& Gambie in 1972. Several multinational companies introduced their own versions at various stages and the 
Concept has been modified to adapt to the Individual company's working environment and management 

Shis seminar will provide the participants with the essential working skill required in the brand marketing job. 


Seminar Objectives 
Seminar Objectives. Brand Marketing, participants wii leam the key essential of the brand marketing | auditing, accounting and f- 
Ае endo is затоа ey funcional tasks wil be deal extensively: An iroducion to Brend Marketing, | nancial consulting profession. 
funcion. The folowing Key Anion Sages hat load 10 Success, Understanding Brand Research and | “iis purely voluntary em 
Measidementand Revialzing and Managing Brands Over Time. 6 beer) 
Metodology тош to gie back” 
Methodology. jes, plus the brand marketing plan project wil equip participants withthe right job orientation. | Ayson says 
Hades mociones shouid be ale t share pragmatic insights about brand market Я 

Р ео M Feeding program 


SEMINAR PROGRAM In February 2003, PAUSE 
hod из fist projet, dubbed 

Day 1 - April 28, 2006 (Friday) Session 3- 11:00AM - 2:00NN int project, dub 
Ireductory Session - 8:0 - 9:00 AM Grafting The Brand Personality ТЕЛА a салау ыб: 
One important aspect of the brand is its personality ing program conceptualized 


4 - ^ = by the Department of Social 
Session Chair: Mr. Hermie J. del Rosari i reflected in the associations that consumers hok = 
Session Chair: Mr. Hermie J. del Rosario edis A cst ‘Welfare and Development. AFTER: PAUSE breathes new life into the ICU ward. 


Session 1 — 9:00AM — 10:00AM Under the program, 30 

заа торна Marketing 122008 t00PM- L U N C H me e BSE er kom The work to be done, inco- number do the aval work, 
etie cones of suatogic brend marketing а та Бот ordinaion wih he Phüppie Ау says is heartening 
Гетеа е сопан ol атаа арса ° Session 4 - 100PM—200PM опе i emer Tener. Bushes for Sonal Popes that many former employes 
By akin he at р мг в ла yhy Brand Stateges Tat Lead to Success Mend commune gen wil аро inude the donadon, of PRA, especialiy those who 
eview o branding, by daring what а хала Б v Вгапа cron moves the paricpanis wih insights on | hot meals ev тген тры тереке ныс 
brands matter, һом ory сап р эй эби. How best D design branding siralegies: Re CORPORATE SS DT 15e money tane to eam 
Session 2- 10:00AM - 11:00AM Session 5- 200PM - 3:00PM "P. E te chee ы 
Бема Grand Research and Measurement Revitalizing and Managing Brand Over Time bes ITIZEN = Mace ee 
Exposes the participants to multiple marketing Опе of the challenges in managing brands is the many . en ae — 


R s pem al levels. agement has thrown йз full 
Fesearch measures that can help brand managers changes that occur in the marketing environment i iti " 
odere re = à Encouraged by the succes Ambitious project suppor behind PAUSE because 


‘:OOPM-€:00PM--PRESENTATIOIN OF CASES) [goverment agences ro each conident tat wih heemploy- while it gives employees aot 
SUMMATION imet eee ca donating ошто. er reason to be proud of them 
ee E de 1ш уш MUSE Sam leer ys mond пск ест 
мазх Уви, PAUSE апаа thefand wich e mated by -PAUSE helpe танае then 
Pamata Fee: snp 500.00 Association Secretariat at fl, Nos. 636-1451; 638-770; Cac e are ааа ecu ше нит 
Non-PMA Member - Php 6,500.00 634-5722; 634-4890 look for Ms. Lydia Marinas or €— брао: ew е ar wa ia Pr 


Жап, ап абор а тар. "ome 75 percent of PAS orden” Albalare says 
аартап nima ketna@oldtdslnet | At aines wil be upped: meaty 500 employees con. —Inhepingother, they uli- 


hree years. tibutetothe und, anda good mately help themselves. 
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Interest rates seen 


rising this year 


Favorable inflation expected 
to result in rates softening in '07 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE GOVERNMENT IS BRACING FOR A SLIGHT 

increase in interest rates based on the benchmark 
91-day Treasury bill rates this year. 

Ву next year, the rates are seen to ease to 
below 6 percent. 

"The latest macro-economic assumptions 
‘used by the inter-agency Development Bud- 
‘get Coordination Committee indicated a pos- 
Sible rise in the average 91-day ТЫШ rate this 
year to 6.8-7.4 percent from last years actual 
average of 6.358 percent and 7.3 percent in 
2004, official documents showed. 

But by next year, the 91-day Till rates are 
seen softening to 4.8-5.5 percent with the ex- 
pected favorable inflation rate regime and im- 
provements in the governments fiscal posi 
Чоп. 

Starting 2008, when the government is ex- 
pected to have wiped out its deficits, the 91- 
day ТЫШ rates were seen to slow down to 4.5 
5.5 percent. 

"The forecasts assumed that the peso would 
range from 51 to 53 against the US dollar and. 
that inflation rate would taper off starting 
2007 after shrugging off the impact of the 2 
percentage hike in the value added tax rate. 
this year. 


"The slightly higher interest rate assump- 
tion for this year already took into considera- 
tion pressures from external markets, particu- 
larly the US Federal Reserves continued 
tightening of overnight rates, 

‘Although the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
has so far kept its interest rates steady since 
October last year, its top officials are not rul- 
ing out a possible hike for ће rest of the year 
given continuing threats о inflation. 

‘The slowdown in interest rates by next 
year, їп turn, was seen to perk up the appetite 
of investors to borrow for business expansion, 
Borrowers will tend to take advantage of the 
ample domestic liquidity in the financial sys- 
tem. 

In the meantime, the BSP expects the coun- 
пуз inflation rare easing to 4.3-5 percent by 
next year despite risks of unabated rise in 
global ой prices. Its latest official forecasts în- 
dicated a possible slowdown to the inflation 
target range of 4-5 percent starting 2007, 
alongside expectations of a stable exchange 
rate and softening domestic interest rates. 

For this year, the latest inflation rate projec- 
tion adopted by the inter-agency Develop: 
ment Budget Coordination Committee is а 
range of 7.3-7.9 percent, overshooting the 
target range of 4-5 percent. 


Tariff proposal for crude, 
refined oil products opposed 


By Abigail L Ho 


А TARIFF DIFFERENTIAL BETWEEN CRUDE 
and refined petroleum products could kill 
small ой players and hurt the entire down 
stream ой industry, an industry executive 
said, 

Flying V chair and president Ramon Villavi- 
cencio said the government, particularly the 
Department of Energy, should recognize the. 
fact that small oil players, while still unable to 
match their bigger counterparts, were still 
among "the prime movers of the Philippine. 
economy" 

Villavicencio was reacting to proposals of 
certain quarters to impose a tariff differential 
between crude and refined petroleum prod- 
ucts to encourage continued operations of 
and increased investments in refineries in the 
country. 

He said the proposal was not fair as this. 
‘would result in the death of independent oil 
firms. 

"The tariff differential will not level the 
playing field between the refiners and the 
small oil players. This could mean the death. 
of independent oil companies," he said. 

He said that even the Supreme Court had 
seen the error of adopting a tariff differential. 


‘The first downstream ofl industry deregu: 
ation law, RA 8180 signed in 1996, provided 
а 4-percent tarif differential between crude 
and finished products. The high court struck 
the law down because ofthat provision, 

‘The current oll deregulation law, RA 8479 
signed in 1998, does not mandate any tariff 
differential, putting refiners and pure fin- 
ished product importers on equal footing in 
terms of tariffs. 

“The government, especially the DOE, 
should respect the SC decision and help pro- 
tect the small oil players," Villavicencio said. 
“Its probably best if they can come up with a 
new formula that will be good for the indus- 
try, whether a big ora small player.” 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla earlier 
said the government was willing to explore. 
the possibility of instituting a tarif differen- 
tial between refiners and pure importers. 

However, he said a careful study of the le- 
gal implications of such a move would have to 
be done, considering how the Supreme Court. 
reacted when such a provision was included 
in the first downstream oil deregulation law. 

‘The Independent Philippine Petroleum 
Companies Association said it would oppose 
any move to put in place a tariff differential be- 
tween crude and refined petroleum products. 


Entrepreneurship Institute Aus- 
tralia (BIA), in recognition of the 
entrepreneurial talent of the Fil- 
ipino as shown by the emergence 
of increasing numbers of Filipino 
billionaires in Forbes magazine's 
list of the world's wealthicst indi- 
viduals, is offering a Master of 
Business Administration (MBA) 
degree in Entrepreneurship Man- 
agement at the International 
Academy of Management and 
Economics (IAME [cye-aim]), 
Participants will use the action- 
oriented 


learning approach 


maximise their learning by apply- 


to 


ing theory to practice in the com- 
pletion of their assignments, 

Each subject involves the pre- 
sentation of a body of knowledge 
by faculty with professional expo- 
rience in the management of multi- 
national corporations and en- 
trepreneurial ventures. The [AME 


facilitators trained by EIA, all hold 


Australian school offering 
Entrepreneurial MBA - at IAME 


post-graduate degrees in the areas 
that they handle from premiere 
universities. 

The faculty boasts of a total 
management and teaching 
experience of 220 years and total 
of than 


resources less 


P8.5 billion. 


no 


Seats in programme are limited 
to 25. Five reservations were al- 
ready made at pre-media an- 
nouncement phase. In preparation 
of the May commencement of the 
programme, information sessions 
are scheduled in April. Interested 
parties may contact the Admis- 
sions Officer Loren Simbulan at 
896-2355; E-mail; ch 
man@iame.edu.ph or test- 
ing@iame.edu.ph; Website: 
www.iame.cdu.ph; Mobile: (0920) 
2142340 or visit ТАМЕ (eye-aim) 
at Ayala Avenue Extension, turn. 
left, off 1061 
Avenue, Makati City 


Metropolitan 
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Lepanto sees 70% rise in gold output 


By Christine A. Gaylican In 2005, 


55,749 ounces of gold. 
LEPANTO CONSOLIDATED MIN- 
ing Co. is optimistic it would be able 
to post a 70 percent increase in its 
gold production and resume its cop- 
per operations this ear 

With its labor problems now over, 
the company expects to produce be- 
tween 22,000 and 24,000 ounces of 
gold per quarter, Lepanto president 
and COO Bryan U. Yap said in the 
company’s stockholders meeting 
Monday. 


year. 


said, 


Lepanto produced 


Yap said the projected quarterly 
output could raise for the compa 
ny P300 million in net income this 


In the first quarter, Lepanto 
produced 15,500 ounces of gold 
and 20,000 ounces of silver, he 


Due to the rising world market 
prices, Yap said the company would 
Soon revive its copper operations. A 
team tapped by the firm is evaluat- 


ing copper resources in its Enargite 
and Victoria areas. 


to is in talks with prospective 
partners, including Ivanhoe 
Mines, Anglo-American Holdings 


pany Ltd. 

Yap said the company would 
need a foreign partner to develop 
the Far Southeast 
Mankayan, Benguet which was esti- 


vestments. 


Project in ¢ 


mated to require $400 million in in- 3 


For the copper project, Lepan- ^ 


Ple. and Zijin Mining Group Com; " 


@ ASIAN CENTER FOR 
7 ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
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Enhance your potential 


startup 
entrepreneur 


BUILDING THE 
= ENTREPRENEURIAL 
ШЗ CHARACTER 

May 23 то JUN, 2, 2006 


18 SKILLS 


Do you have what it takes to be 

an Entrepreneur? 

- Discovering your potential | | fonctions? 
a self assessment of values 
and preferences 
Learn to intuit and think 
critically 
Develop the entrepreneurial 
mindset and kindle the 
entrepreneurial spirit 

* Opportunity seeking and 
screening 

+ Business formats and options 
Entrepreneurial Games 


Development 


Feasibility 


Needs 


Organizing for 
Implementation 


Exercises 


iE 


[Л BUILDING ONE'S 
д ENTREPRENEURIAL 
Jun. 20 то Auc. 2, 2006 ——4, 


Do you want to hone your 
business skills and expertise in 
the four management 


+ Product/Service Concept. 3 


+ Assessing Market Potentials 
~ Market Research Tools. 
= Determining Market 


Product Development and 
Operations Planning 
-Matching Product to Market 


- Quality, Delivery and 
Productivity Models 


* Finance for Start-Ups 
* Apprenticeship and Group 


VENTURE 


Я 
ENTERPRISE 


Doyouneed to learn the art and 
science of enterprise planning 
and implementation? 


Enterprise Life Forces 

+ Environment Scanning 

+ Evaluation of alternatives and 
opportunity assessment 

+ Developing the Product and 
Market Entry Strategies 

+ Implementation 

Commercialization and 

Expansion 

Individual Venture Project 

Mentoring 


For inquiries and reservation сай: Ms. Luvy Villanueva / Ms. Liza Ayalde 


Tel 4632 8924011 to 25 ext. 187,252; Telefax +632 813-3302 
Emaikace&sim. edu; vilaruevaGaim edu; mayaldeGalm edu 
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“те MASTER te sr BUSINESS? 


This is how to do it... 


Obtain an Australian degree 
in the Philippines in one-year : 
MBA in Entrepreneurial Management 


Programme Overview 

3 This MBA program is designed to foster entrepreneurial 
creativity and futuristic thinking fr those who want to be best 
prepared in their profession as corporate intrapreneurs and 
entrepreneurs in thelr own right. 


М This programme has been designed to: 
LI Provide participants with knowledge of à broad range 
‘of entrepreneurial management Issues In the areas 
o entrepreneurial leadership, new venture creation and 
corporate entrepreneurship. 


C Enable participants lo apply the knowledge gained 
using the action-oriented learning process to their 
assignments. 


Programme Design and Content 


The programme comprises 12 subjects and is normally 


‘Aus. 22 то Nov. 14, 2006 — Ë 


delivered during twelve (12) weekend workshops spread 


‘over twelve (12) months. 


Each subject involves the presentation of a body of 
knowledge by faculty with background on management 
and entrepreneurial experience. 


The learning approach uses lectures, video presentations, 
case studies, group discussions and directed reading. 


Participants use the action-oriented learning approach lo 
maximise their leaming by applying theory lo practice In. 
the completion of their assignments. 


IA graduates wil have the opportunity to be inducted as 
Fellows of a membership-based organisation associated 
with the Enuepreneurship Institute Australia, 


& Commences in May 

МЇ Book foran Info Session 

М Non-graduate admission is possible for 
those with sufficient work experience 


For more information, please contact: Ms. Loren C. Simbulan 
‘of Management and Economics. 


торан Avenue. 
10 Sd Fax No.8 


Tel No 046-23 
Ema Vete hama edu p 


San Ariono Vilage, Nakai Cy 
на www ате edu ph 
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God has you in his keeping; we have you in our hearts... 


IN LOVING MEMORY 
On the Third Death Anniversary of 


Marikina City 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Parish. 
Legaspi St, Project 4, Quezon City 

Monastery of St. Clare > 
Katipunan Road, Quezon City 

Sta. Maria dela Strada Š 
Katipunan Avenue, Quezon City 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish . 
13th Ave., Quezon City 

St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish ....... 
Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City 

‘Transfiguration of Our Lord Parish. 
18h Avenue, Quezon City 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish .. = 


La Resurreccion Parish... $ 
Victoria, Laguna. 

Ubanon Church 
Ubanon, Catbalogan, Samar 

San Bartolomew Church... 
Catbalogan, Samar 


Garden of Love, Loyola Memorial Park ........ 


Peñaranda, Nueva Ecija (April 17 & 20) 


JOCELYN ROJAS ABESAMIS 


Who passed on the Eternal Life on April 19, 2003 


тһе Holy Sacrifice of the Mass shall be offered today, April 19, 2006, 
at the following Churches: 


5:00 p.m. Mass 
645 am 
600 am, 
6002. 
630am. 
730am. 
600am 
600am 
600am 
5:00pm 


5302m 


LOBITUARIES . 


We, her husband, Justice Bernardo P. Abesamis; sons, Atty. Ferdie, Atty. Edmund, 
Engr. Bernardo, Jr., Atty. AL and Quezon City Councilor Rommel: daughters Moonyeen 
“Abesamis-Ayache (+) and Dr. Gigi Abesamis-Recasata; daughters-in-law, Josie, Janet, 
Miles, Lowie and Bernadette; sons-in-law, Rudy Ayache and Dr. Jay Recasata; 
grandchildren, A-jay & Јау-В; Jeric, Justin, Joshua & Juliano; Gideon & Carlos, 
‘Therese, Miggy & Katy; Micah; Nicco, Nikki, Nathan & Neo: brother, Judge Pablito 
М. Rojas, sisters, Dr. Mila Rojas-Navarette and Tessie К. Yulo: nephews and nieces, 


request readers, relatives and friends to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Miguel Moran Y Roxas 


Passed into the light of our Lord on 
April 5, 2006 in Redondo Beach, California. 


His cremated remains will arrive in the 
Philippines on April 20, 2006 and will lie in 
state at the Capilla de la Virgen, Santuario de 
San Antonio Parish, Forbes Park, Makati City. 


A Memorial Service will be held at 11 a.m. on 
April 20, 2006. Interment will be on the same 
day after the 4:00 p.m. Mass. 


Atty. Roberto B. Lugue 


Peacefully joined his Creator 
on April 16, 2006 at the age of 68. 


His loving wife Norma; children 
Manolo & Julie, Rowena & Tito, Michael, 
Patrick and Cookie, Ambet, Caloy, 
Marlon; grandchildren, relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His body lies in state at Santuario de 
San Jose, Greenhills East. 

Interment will be on April 21, 2006 at 
3:00 p.m. at Grayline Memorial Park, 
Bulaon, San Fernando, Pampanga after the 
10:00 a.m. Mass at Santuario de San Jose. 
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ENGR. ARTURO P. AQUITANIA 


of San Diego, California, USA 
and born in Rosario, La Union, Philippines 
on February 10, 1932, 


peacefully joined bis Creator on February 20, 2006. 


His bereaved wife, Corazon; children Edward, Liza and Irving; 
grandchildren Kimee and Jonjon, and all his relatives request the pious readers 
to pray forthe eternal repose of his soul. 

His ashes will be flown in from th 


S. on Monday, April 17,2006 
and will be in the Resurrection Chapel, Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 
(Claret Church), Mahinhin St, UP Vilage, Quezon City 

оп Friday, April 21, 2006 at 1:00 p.m. 


Interment will be on Saturday, April 22, after the 9:00 a.m, Mass 
at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City 


* Manuel б. Garcellano ' 


husband of the late Emma E. Garcellano 
passed into the light on April 17, 2006. 


[ y 
Tan 
the way, 
the truth 
“ш | 
the ife./ 
° Noone 
“comes 
to the 
Father 


He is remembered with love by his children and their 
spouses, Elsie, Edel and Chato, Efren, Lem and 
Espie, and Grace and GJ; Noriet and other nieces 
and nephews; grandchildren Cha-cha and Dindo, 
Ochelle, Ivy, Via and Third, Rhissa and Lyra, Laya 
and RF, Manuel, Ute, Anto, and Diday, and Xaris 
and Jason. 


His remains will stay at The St. Peter Memorial 
Chapels on Quezon Avenue in Quezon City until 
2 p.m. of April 19. Cremation will follow at The 
Eternal Gardens in Caloocan City. 


“The wake will be held at his residence on 49 Elbo Street, 
Calapan, Oriental Mindoro, starting on April 20. 


Interment is set on April 23. 


“The Lord giveth, The Lord taketh away. Blessed Be The Lord.” 


JOSE MARIA LIMJUCO NOTARIO 


His loving parents, 


“Jon-Jon” 
October 21, 1975 - April 16, 2006 


Roy and Maridel: sisters, Cielo and Loucelle; nephews, Jao and Miklosh; nieces, 
Nonique and Audrey; Lola Fining; beloved Rina 


and Mark; relatives and friends request the readers to 


join them in prayer for the eternal repose of his soul. 
His body lies in state at The Good Shepherd Cathedral, Fairview, Novaliches, Quezon City. 


‘Cremation will be on Friday, April 21, 2006 at the Loyola Memorial Park Crematorium, Marikina City 


There will be a Mass at The Good Shepherd. 


Memorial Park. 


thedral at 9:00 a.m. on Friday before proceeding to Loyola 
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Interment will be at the 
Memorial Park, Sucat 

on April 22, 2006 a 
Massat the Loyola Memorial Chapel. (i 
Service by Malabed Fun 
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20m x 1,10m 
2.0m x 0.95 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


BUSINESS 


SMPFC posts 11% revenue growth 


Poultry, feeds businesses boosted performance in 05 


By Elizabeth L Sanchez 


SAN MIGUEL PURE FOODS CO. (SMPFC) 
‘said its consolidated revenue in 2005 exceed- 
ed P50 billion, a growth of 11 percent from. 
2004 level 

‘SMPFC, a unit of San Miguel Corp. is in- 
volved in the production of of vegetable oils, 
feeds, Пош, poultry, fresh and processed 
meats and dairy products. 

In a report to the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC), SMPFC said its cost of 
sales rose 9 percent due to increases in sales 
volumes and in the prices of raw materials 

Net income, itsaid, grew 80 percent led by. 
the growth posted by poultry and feeds busi- 
messes as well as the company’s flour opera- 
tions, Absolute figures were not disclosed. 


p 
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‘The feed business posted an 11-percent 
growth to P13.9 billion driven by a 13- per- 
cent growth in sales volumes. 

"The flour business sustained profitability 
with a volume growth of 2 percent last year in 
spite of a relatively flat industry growth. Rev- 
enue rose 5 percent to P5.3 billion last year 
compared with the previous year. 

"The Purefoods-Hormel Co. Inc. registered 
double-digit sales volume and revenue 
growths of 14 percent and 17 percent respec- 
tively. Operating income however declined 
from lest year due to higher raw material 
prices, and higher fixed costs spending, bulk 
of which were related to plant-expansion. 

Magnolia Inc. posted P4.2 billion in rev- 
enue , 15 percent higher than year-ago level 
partly due to the contribution of new prod- 


ator of the Smokey’s franchise, grew by more 
than four times from 2004 level. This was due 
to the transfer ofthe commissary operations of 
Monterey to Great Foods in February. 

“The number of outlets served increased by 
147 to 4,108 in 2005 from 3,961 in 2004. 
Smokey's outlets opened in 2005 hit 46, 
bringing the total number to 103 by the end of 
2005. 


NOTICE OF DEFERMENT 
'UCPB SAVINGS BANK, INC. 
[ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS MEETING 
The annus octholdera meeting of UCPB Savings 
Boni e. scaled on Apt 21, 2008 has been 

"terrd uni turner ote. 


(96) EDWARD E. MARTIN 


пз such as milk and ice cream. ‘Re. Corporate базову 


‘Operating profits of Great Food Solutions, 
the food service unit of the company and oper 


35 PHILIPPINE CARABAO CENTER. 


Its poultry business rose 7 percent in terms 
of revenue due to favorable supply-demand, 
conditions, and good selling prices. 


Holcim profit hits P1.27B 


HOLCIM PHILIPPINES INC., ONE 
of the country’s leading cement 
makers, said its net income last 
year dipped 9 percent to P1.27 
billion from P1.4 billion in 2004. 

Ina report filed with the Secu- 
rities and Exchange Commission, 
the company said the decline in 
profit was due to the soft demand 
forcement last year. 

Holcim said the continued rise 
in fuel prices, the political tension 
in the country and the lack of in- 
frastructure spending contribureds 
to lowering of demand for cement. 

Demand for cement weakened 
by 43 percent last year from 
year-ago level. 

Holcim said it was able to imple- 
ment a costreducion program 
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Department of Agriculture 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO REBID 
April 18, 2006 

The Philippine Carabao Center (РСС), an attached agency of the 

Department of Agriculture, invites suppllersicontactors to apply for 

'elghity and to bd for ne project described below: 

Мате of Project “Suslainable System of Propagation for 

Superior Geneties Dairy Buffaloes for 

талон Farmers" 

РСС National Gene Pool and Headquarters, 

Science Сау of Muñoz, Nueva Ecija 

Supply 500 heads crossbreds (PCAMB) 

carabaos 
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that lowered its operating expens- 
es by P354 million It was also able 
to increase export volume last year 
to 176 million metric tons from 
1.34 million metric tons in 2004. 

Revenues increased 6.4 per- 
cent toP14.15 billion. 

‘Last year, Holeim paid P2.8 bil- 
lion of its maturing loans, which 
reduced interest expenses by 
P212 million, Last December, the 
concrete raw meal silo atits Davao 
plant collapsed, which stopped 
operations early this year. The in- 
cident is currently being investi 
gated. Cement supply in the area 
is assured by shipping clinker and 
cement from other Holeim plants 
in Lugait in Misamis Oriental and 
Bulacan, Elizabeth L. Sanches 
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Approved Budget 
{or the Contract 
Contract Duration 150 calendar days 
Delvery Period 60 calendar days 

Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar 
project within fe last tuo (2) years wah an amount of at least 50% ofthe 
Proposed project forbidding, The ХОБУ Check as wel as the preliminary 
Examination of bids shall use a non-discreionary "pass or fai criteria. 
Post-aualfcaion of the lowest calculated bid shal be conducted 

Al particulars relative to ЕКДЫНу Statement and Screening. Bid Securiy. 
Perfomance Security. Pre-bidding Conferences, Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
Qualiiceton and Award of Contract shal be governed by the pertinent 
provisions of Republic Act 8184 and ts Implementing Rules and Regulations 

“The complete schedule of activities is listed ав follows: 

Activities ‘Schedule 

Issuance of Bid Documents дәп 24-28, 2008 

Pre-bid Conference. 

Модата Hall PCC Headquarters 

‘and Gane Pool, сепсе Ciy of 
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Coca Cola Bottlers 
Philippines Inc, the 
Ъош arm of San 
Miguel has 39 manu- 
facturing facilities 
and some 200 sales 
offices across the 
country, CCBPI em- 
ploys more than 
9,000 Filipinos, 80 
percent of them out- 
Side Metro Manila. 

The Coca Cola Bev- 
erage Group consists of 
CCP and its two sub- 
sidiaries Cosmos Bor- 
tling Corp. and Philip- 
pine Beverage Parmers 
Ine. (PhilBev). 

"The Philippine 
carbonated soft drink 
market remained dif 
fcu in 2005 with 
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slower than anticipat- 
ed growth in con- 
sumption levels ush- 
ering in a steady de 
cline in the soft drink 
category. In addition, 
pricing pressures and 
competition were un- 
relenting," SMC wrote 
in its financial report. 

‘Asa result, the Coca- 
Cola Beverage Group 
теропей an &peroent 
drop in volume. Gains 
in the juice and water 
businesses were not 
enough to offer the 
dlowntum in ће soft 
drink business as 
CCBPI deferred price 
adjustments, SMC said. 
Sales revenue of the 
Coca Cola Beverage 
Group hit P39.8 bilion. 
No comparative figures 
were provided 

Sen Miguel also 
said that cost reduc- 
tion efforts and im- 
provements in opera 
tional efficiencies 
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DISCLOSURES 
MANILA Mining Corp. has elected Felipe U 
Yap. dose G. Cervantes, Rene Р Chanyungco, 
Ethovoldo E. Fernandez, Augusto C. Vlialuna, 
Patricie K. Yap and Bryan U Yap as director. A! 
fo elected as Independent directors were Ed- 
tardo B. Bangayan and Patricio L- Lim. 
LEPANTO Consolidated Mining Co. hs elect- 
ba Felipo U. Yap, Bryan U. Yap, Раса Aquine- 
Arroyo, Jose G. Cervantes, John D. Fl, RI 
Cardo V. Puno, Jr and Cresncio ©. Yap аз d 
factors. Аво lected as Independent directors 
(fore Ray O. Espinosa and Wild C Tecson: MARKETING EXECUTIVES 
THE ANNUAL stockholders’ meting of First Metro 
Investment Corp. originally seton Aprl 27 hasbeen 
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April 19-23, 2006 
IBA, ZAMBALES 


Bykes Cafe is looking foc aspiring ladies 
who are 20 to 27 years Old i atleast a 2nd year 
college education o fil the positon of 


[n 


rescheduled to May 11, 3 p.m. at the Metrobank. 
Plaza, Makati iy, Stockholders of record as ol 
March 27 are entited to vote at the meeting. Gom- 
pled by Kato Pedroso, PDI Research 


Treasury ... eren 


decline in treasury bill rates last Monday. 

During Monday's auction for treasury bills, 
the bellwether 91-day rate dipped by 39.3 bi 
sis points to 4.6 percent. The 186- and 364- 
day bills also recorded lower rates, seting at 
5.499 percent and 6.09 percent, 


I you have a pleasing personality, wiling 19 take 
directions and are fluent in the Engish language. 
send your resume with a 2 X 2 photo oF call B 


Cafe between 2pmfa pm and look for Tony or Ru 
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recapped tires on lon 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


OR ANY DRIVER WHO HAS 
been on those long trips to the 
provinces, the remnants of 

blown tires and shredded interiors 

strewn on the highways is a common 
sight. 

Sind though it may entail mere common 
sense to conclude that unreliable tires could 
pose grave danger to motorists and pedestrians 
like the irresistibly cheap price tags for sub- 
Standard res do muddle the senses. 


WINDSHIELD) 


REMOVE GLAS CUTEST ACD RAINS & ЖЕЙ BLE 
CLEANS В SANITIZE CAR A/G Из MINS? (LE) 


CALL NOW BEFORE ITS TOO LATE! 


MAMA MIDWEST 08:88 


Tols.: 916-6819/435-391 
er. Rá. Bungie, онот Rizol Tels.: 286-2975/286-0962| 
Kn 16 aguinaldo Hiway, Talaba VI, Bocoor, Covite. 
Tel (046) 970-246 Ci 0328-4050064 / 0919-7348950 | 
cote: htip://memnbars aol.com /hitecom 
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ists warned to stop using 


The latest accident figures involving blown 
tires aren't complete yet as of press time (2005 
figures: 42 cases of tire failure on the Skyway 
alone), but the field personnel at the Land 
“Transportation Office safety education division 
have seen for themselves how motorists who 
suffer blowouts at high speeds leam their 
lessons the hard way and pay a high 
price—lose either a limb or a life. 

"The primary culprit in these tragic blowouts 
has been the recapped tire. “Kahit na recapped 
tinatakbo nila ng malayo (Even if the tires are. 
recapped, these are stil used on long drives)” 
said Daisy Jacobo, LTO safety education chief 

‘According to he, а womou tire 
(nakakalbong gulong) is another culprit for ve- 
hicular accidents. 

“Where human lives are at stake, we should 
bbe more selective in our choice of equipment 
and spare parts,” said Jacobo. "rs wrong to 
economize (if that compromises safety),” she 
added. 


Removing wheels 

Reducing two wheels from а 6-whecler truck 
to be able to circumvent the truck ban is anoth- 
ег cause of traffic accidents 

To reinforce Republic Act 8794 that prohibits 
overloading, a memorandum circular has been 
passed outlawing the removal of tandem 
Wheels and prescribing the permissible gross 
vehicle weight 

Drivers that remove tandem wheels at the 
rear can now be charged with reckless driving 
(RA 4136). For operators involved, they could 


з 


be charged with operating a motor 
vehicle with improper and in- 
valid classification 

The monetary ch 
operator is equivale 
percent of the permissible gross 
vehicle weight at the time of the vi- 
lation. 


Tobe conifiscated 


Apart from that, the front 
de license plates would be confiscated to- 
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the licenses of the driver and the. 


No more life-threatening 
brake pr 


Avail of the Rapide Lifetime Brake Limited Warranty 


blems 


Never Buy Brake Pads or Shoes Ever Again. 


For more details, visit any Rapide Branch 
or call our hotline number 895-9486 
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ction Station," Jacobo said. 


She added that 
there was an undercollection of 
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charge, the truck owner would be ordered by 
the hearing officer to pay the correct one. 

"There will be a corresponding correction of 
entry in the certificate of registration and offi- 
al receipt. 


“Power dressers’ 

Jacobo also warmed motorists who "dress up 
and accessorize” their vehicles that some 
modifications could actually compromise 

safety and legal standards. 

“Power dressers” are going against the 
+ lav, she said, when they change their cars 
rear light from red into white or yellow. 

Jacobo reiterated that taillights should 
show red lights visible for at least 100 me- 
ters. The plate light should be white. Strobe 
lights, or strong, pulsing white lights are acru- 
ally prohibited on any part of the vehicle. 

For buses, strong white or yellowish light 
facing backward at the passenger entrances are 
also prohibited. Passengers climbing aboard 
can be temporarily blinded by this strong light. 


Reflections 


IDAYS ARE OVER, WELL AT LEAST 
s who have had to retum to the 

‘workday world. Easily a mil- 

ips were taken over the last week; under 

e guise of the penitent on pilgrimage, the Fil- 

has gone home, to vacation or worse to 
party, half-naked on some crowded island with. 
fe sand beaches. Bible thumping zeal 
am not; maybe, Fm just jealous. 
заг I am a fervent believer in is the con- 
cept of efficent transportation, something 
completely lost on the poor Filipino traveler 
the summer holidays and Holy Week 
in particular. The image of our road networks 
beyond safe capacity is not far from 
what more than a few of us have probably had 
to endure over decades of our lemming-like 
observance of the Lenten trip. 

‘Again, 1 am referring to the trips during 
Lent as mindless and inefficient, not the reli 
gious barrio fiesta that it is. Make no mistake 

ut it; Ido not want to incur the wrath of 

reh, a political organization 

he government has to 

ims on the death penalty. Last I 

heard there was some separation of the two 

and never the twain should meet, especially 

Over matters of governance and state. Oh 

well, one cannot be a true banana republic if 

ме weren't beholden to the Vatican, now 
would we? 


Reassignment 

Maybe we should play the ball back to the 
government's half on this issue. Why should 
the declared public holiday coincide with the 

igious calendar? Most every other public 
holiday has been moved from йз original date 
of observation; why should Holy Week be ex- 

apt from such reassignment. 

ih fact, why not stagger the implementa- 
tion of these holidays. Don't laugh, Tm seri 
‘us. If we the citizens of this country already 
surrender the right to use private property 
when we please, like our cars, for the sake of 
traffic and congestion then why shouldn't we 

ive up the right to take our holidays at the 
Same time. In the end, the decongestion of 
Our nation's highways should be reason 
enough to make Holy Week a movable holi- 
diay. The stress relief would be phenomenal to 
say the least. 

Only the naive would say that such draco- 
nian measure would not meet any sort of re- 
sistance. The first and largest obstacle is the 
Filipino citizenry themselves, While they 
might echo the party line tha the Church will 
espouse, that of tradition and dogma over 
new fangled transportation solution, itis their 
Wants and desires that ned to be served. Ev- 
ryone wants to get off from work when ай 


My DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


What I ama fervent 
believer in is the concept 
of efficient 
transportation, 
something completely 
lost on the poor Filipino 
traveler 


his/her friends and relatives are also able to 
play hooky. With whom will they drink that 
сазе of Pale Pilsen with, when the clock 
Strikes three in the afternoon on a Good Fri- 
day if they're alone? 


Single experience 

"The case 1 would like to make is stressed by 
a single experience that some may agree with. 
Have you tried to drive on Good Friday? Blas- 
phemous as it may sound, especially to those 
ver the age of 50; speeds well over a hun- 
dred can be maintained in Manila's usually 
congested streets. It makes one almost think 
that the transportation infrastructure is al- 
ready adequate. You then realize you are the 
only car on the road, save that drunken 
teenager in his rice-rocket, piqued as hell that 
he too is nor losing his religion at the Lenten 
meat markets that are our nation's beach get- 
aways. The point is simple, the fewer cars on 
our roads the easier travel becomes. 

“The ball is therefore in our hands, not in 
the governments or the cardinal's. If we take 
the initiative, en masse, to reschedule our 
Tong trips then maybe the institutions ean fol- 
low the example of the individual and not dic- 
tate when and how we should leave our work 
and responsibilities, When was the last time а 
Vacation did not end with your tired behind f 
nally happy to be home? Breaks from the dai- 
iy grind are supposed to invigorate and ener- 
giae; по drain and sap. I will not be alone in 
Saying that probably the best thing to do dur- 
ing Holy Week is stay home, twiddle your 
thumbs and reflect on this season of sacrifice 
and penitence. 
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Every purchase of 2 Yokohama Passenger Car Tires or Light Truck Radials gives you а FREE Yokohama 
шош neck shirt. 2 High Performance Tires give you a FREE High Perfomance Yokohama sport shirt. 


Know И. Ride It. 
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The signs 


TRAISE A GLASS TO THE MEN 
and women behind the recent 
Manila International Auto 
Show. Considering the tenor of 
the times—unstable economy 
brought about by political un- 
certainties 1 must say the 
event was smashingly good 
enough. 

Some friends tell me it lacked 
the luster if not a totally intema- 
tional favor of motor shows lke 
those being held regularly in 
Tokyo or Bangkok, not to men- 
tion motor shows beyond Asian 
shores like the ones in Paris, 
Geneva or Detroit. 

Tsay there's no point compar- 
ing outs to those held in Tokyo 
or Bangkok. Nyet. 

In the first place, Tokyo is an 
automotive world giant and 
Bangkok the undisputed motor- 
ing spearhead in the Southeast 
‘Asian region. We will not be re- 
alis, we wil only be deluding 
ourselves, if we say the Manila 
event has become as magnifi- 
cent like the Tokyo and Bangkok 
auto shows. sion. 

in the second place, we are 
only into our second intema- 
tional auto show while Tokyo 
had just held its 38th biennial 
motor show last November, 
while Bangkok had is 27h 
straight year of showcasing its 
intemational carnival of auto- 
mobiles just last month. 

Trust me, Ive been to the mo- 
tor shows in Tokyo and Bangkok 
many times and, really they 
now stage auto shows as effort- 
lessly as Maria Shrapova slips in- 
to street clothes from her fash- 
ionable tennis outfit. 

‘But worry not, fellas, We will 
get there soon. Political turbu- 
ence and all, we wil overcome. 

“The signs are there. Our auto- 
motive industry is as vibrant as 
ever Just look around you, New 
models continue to roll out of 
from assembly lines. 


Ace. In a show of robust support 
to the Auto Show, Toyota even 
unveiled its new, state-of-the-art 
Previa right at the heart of the 
‘event (bravo, Sir John!) 

‘And didn't you notice as well? 
The others have followed 
suit Nissan unleashed йз Mu- 
тало, Honda йз brand-new 
Civic, Mitsubishi the quizzical 
quartet of Zinger, Eclipse, Strada. 
and Evo, and Isuzu ће won- 
drous Alterra. 1 heard the Civic. 
was unwrapped amid the con- 
gas and sambas of Latin beat at 
the Greenbelt Makati. Wow! I 
‘missed that one; Amel Doria 
and Tin Tin Reyes could do 
nothing but forgive me for being. 
absent again. 

Tn dosing, I am just wonder- 
ing, though, why Volvo and 
BMW did not fully unravel their 
aces at the Auto Show that had 
an amazingly expanded space of 
nearly 10,000 square meters 
from its old 5,000 sq m? Maybe 
next year Albert, Lito? 

SUREFIRE SUZUKI The 
Suzuki Auto Shaw in Man- 
daluyong has opened, offering 
Suzuki's usual array of vehi- 
des, such as the Suzuki APY 
Grand Vitara, Swift, Jimny 
and Bravo. It also offers main- 
tenance and repair service, 
and sales parts. Said Rick 
Panlilio: "We are giving free 
service estimates and 10 per- 
cent discount on parts and 
bor, and free comprehensive 
insurance or zero percent in- 


acing dynasties 


footsteps. Dante and Jojo some- retuming to Manila in 1972, 
times raced together asa team, but Arthur resumed competing in cit- 
fon occasion Jojo competed with cuit and rally events and won the 44 
fis father, even defeating him in Driver of the Year title. When his 
the 1987 Mabuhay Freedom Rally sons JP and Mike were old enough, 7 
for a 12 Silverio fatherandon Arthur exposed them to karting at 4 
finish. Although Dame retred Libis and Carmona and supported 2 
from racing in the 1980s, Jojo sill their participation in motor sports, 
joins events at Subic and the Arthur won the coveted Driver of " 
Batangas Racing Circuit. the Year tile again in 1994 after 
Eddie Marcelo, hesonofrubber he, JP and Mike finished 123 at 
and seel industrialist Jose Р the Subic Intemational Speedway. 
Marcelo, was champion dragrac- Arthur's dream of establishing a + 
er in the 1970s who soon moved racing school was fulfilled by JP 
їр to circuit racing and Formula three years after Arthurs untimely 
cass Eddie's eldest son Jovy who death in 1996. Today the Tuason 
уз accompanied him to races, Racing School trains and produces 
Showed a talent for racing at an the future champions of motor; 
early age. Ede knew it was time sport such as Asean Queen of Kants 2, 
for him to retire from racing when Michelle Bumgemer 
‘Jovy beat him on a gokart. Later, А5йе from these motor sport 
Eddie supported Jovys participa- dynasties, FastLane” devotes five 
боп in races in the United States, chapters to the greatest Filipino 
the United Kingdom and Australia, rece driver of all time, father of st 
but Jovy’ promising career ended Philippine motor sports Arsenio . 
in tragedy on May 17, 1992 when "Dodje" Laurel, who set a prete. `i 
his Lola Cosworth hit the wall dur- dent by winning the Macau Grand 
inga practke runat the Indianapo- Prix two years in a row (1962 and 
ik Speedway or thelndyS00race. 1963) aside from wining muner. Ж 
АЯ ous local motor sport events. Не 1 
Racing school planned to build a circuit racing А. 
"Arthur Tuason joined drag races track on Corregidor before he per- .—: 
‘on Quezon Avenue in the 1960s ished in a fiery crash at the Macau +": 
when he was in his teens, then left 


Grand Prixin 1967. 
for England in 1971 to study at the. 


(Email comments to asevil- 
Jim Russel Driving School. Upon loQinquirercom.ph) 
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Шри vee) such as =O Lu our coun = 


the Fortuner Hilux and the The exciting world of 
1 ig wérd of motor 
bestselling homegrown Inno- sports showcases daring young 
va—not to mention its new Hi- people who train and practice rig- 
orously and take dangerous risks 


оп the race track to satisfy their 
passion for speed. Racing fanati- 
ism is so infectious that it is often 
passed down from one generation 
to the next, thereby producing mo- 
tor racing dynasties. “Fast lane" 
devotes entire chapters to four dy- 
nasties: those of Jose “Pocholo” 
Ramirez, Dante Silverio, Eddie 


Driver of the Year tile five times in 
the 1970s, has four sons who took 
up racing as soon as they could 
drive. The names of Jose Andre 
“Kookie,” Georges, Louie and 
Miguel and Pocholo's daughterin- 
law Menchie have often appeared 
in фе winners circle of various 
motor sport events. Now, Pocholo's 
grandsons Andre and Stefan are al- 
зо into car racing. Pocholo and 
Georges manage the Subic Inter- 
national Speedway, the circuit race 
track that was opened in 1994. But. 
both father and son still continue 
to race as do Kookie, Louie, Miguel 
and Menchie. 


The Silverios 

Dante Silverio was another 
dashing speedway star here and 
‘abroad in the 1970s who became 
the only driver to top both circuit 
racing and rally events in the same | + 
year when he won the Royal Rally 
of Champions. Soon enough, | 2 
Dante's son Jojo followed in his 


DAVAO CITY WATER DISTRICT 
ЭР. Laure Ave., Davao City 
Tel. s 221.9400. 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
‘Des Wiss Druna. wah he sad Bt а 205 ronds o any be sum бае 
iion gba err sgt Car (Capa nir Was 
Siete raat Senet be ABC basen ond at qi 
‘eds Су бше Der понети бст 0 bes er e ug. 


Comments to 
ju@pldtdsl.net. 


mescmenon "NE^ 


[3 
or Ay [nocments 
ЕТЕШ 
1285 | TOO 
LTRS 
osos | Г 
лав | ima 
sus | Amour 


Vintage cars motorcade 
to kick off AAP auto show week 


A PARADE OF SOME OF THE 
‘most impressive vintage cars will 
kick off on May 7 the weeklong 
celebration marking the 75th a 
niversary of the Automotive Asso- 
ciation Philippines (formerly the 
Philippine Motor Association), 
the country’s oldest car club. 

Launching ceremonies for the 
motorcade will be held at the 
Manila Hotel, where the AAP had 
its fist office. About 30 vintage 
cars will join the parade that will 
goaround Manila, Pasay City and 
Makati before ending up in intra 
muros where the best vintage 
cars will be awarded. 

"The motoreade will be partici 
pated in by the Vintage Car Club 
Of the Philippines, Mini Car Club. 
‘of the Philippines, Volkswagen 
Club, Karmann Registry Club of 
the Philippines, Mercedes-Benz 
Club of the Philippines and the 
British Roadster. 


Auto show 

As part of the celebrations, the 
‘AAP wil also hold the first-ever AAP 
Auto Show at The Forum at the 


Taos Ca as 
Wena ses d G ge 
sags 
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чата ese Pe PS 
атал аа 


PICC complex from May 11 to 14. 
"The event will showcase the latest 
car models from Toyota, Ford, Isuzu, 
Honda and Hyundai, plus a bazaar 
of accessories and a photo exhibi- 
боп of Philippine motoring history. 
Likewise, the show will spot- 
light the AAP Memorabilia 
Lane—a collection of cars, racing 
gears, trophies, etc. of outstand- 
ing personalities in Philippine 
motor sports like Dodjie Laurel, 
Baby Luna, Dodo Ayuyao, Robert 
Aventajado, Vip айа, Mandy 
Eduque and Arthur Tuason. 


Car clubs display 

Other featured AAP Auto Show 
села nude the Car Cubs Di 
playa tree day display of vintage 
{ars at the PICC grounds by the 
countrys top car clubs, the Toyota 
Road Safety Conference, che Alter- 
native Fuels Conference, the Den- 
5o Karting Championship, plus 
Slaloms and rally competitions. 

‘On May 10, the ААР will hold 
its frst invitational golf toua- 
ment atthe Valley Golf and Coun- 
try Club in Antipolo City 
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BIR wants 
to keep 
power to 
cut deals 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
wants to keep its power to strike compromise 
agreements with tax delinquents. 

BIR Commissioner Jose Mario Buñag said 
forging compromise deals was sometimes 
necessary to avoid lengthy court debates and 
hasten the collection of taxes. 

Bafiag said he saw no need to alter the Na- 
tional Internal Revenue Code, which some 
members of Congress want amended to cur- 
tail the BIR' authority to strike compromise 
deals, 

The move was prompted by the plan of the. 
BIR to enter into a deal with the Philippine. 
Deposit Insurance Corp. (PDIC) regarding the 
insurers P7.6-billion tax case. 

Buñag said the BIR has in fact not yet entered 
into a "compromise settlement" with РОС, 

Nelson Aspe, director for the BIRS Makati 
revenue region, said compromise settlement 
technically means that the BIR would only 
collect 40 percent or 10 percent of the total 
tax liability of an individual or entity depend: 
ing on the capacity to pay. 

În the case involving PDIC, Aspe said, the 
agreement was that the BIR would only waive 
penalties but still collect the principal amount 
of back taxes in the event that the Department 
of Justice rules that PDIC is liable to pay taxes. 

Оп the other hand, if the DOJ agrees with 
PDIC's position that the insurer is not liable to 
pay taxes, then the BIR would no longer run. 
after the insurer but would be allowed to keep 
the P1.5-billion payment made by the PDIC. 

“The PDIC earlier paid the BIR P1.5 billion as 
advanced payment for its alleged back taxes. 

The PDIC said it should not be liable to pay 
the taxes because its functions were merely 
| spun-off from those of the Bangko Sentral ng 

Pilipinas, which enjoys tax perks. 


More flights 
from China 
to Subic eyed 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


AT LEAST THREE MORE LOCAL GOVERN- 
теп in China are interested in opening di- 
rect chartered flights between the mainland 
and the Subic freeport, according to the Subic 
Bay Metropolitan Authority 

SBMA Administrator Armand C. Arreza 
said im a statement that officials of Shiji- 
azhuang and Taizhou cities, as well as one 
‘municipality in Southern China expressed 
support for direct flights to Subic. 

"We want to explore these with priorities,” 
Arreza said, adding that mote Asian cities 
would want to establish direc fights to Subic 
in light of several improvements being imple 
mented in the freeport. 

"These include upgrades to the Subic Bay 
International Airport and the ongoing Subic 
Bay Port Development project. 

‘The SBMA official explained that Shiji 
achuang City is the capital of Hebei province, 
which has a population of 68 million and is 
considered the sixth richest province of China. 

"The proposed flights would add to the cur- 
rent domestic and international direct flights 
such as Mandarin Airs Subic-Talwan route, 
Cebu Pacific's Subic-Incheon (South Korea), 
and Air Philippines Subie-Guangzhou flights. 


oss Asia overnight... 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2006 


sms feedback inquirer We narefageleyessageto 
Sie and S0 (Sra ar mailas al 


t ji ii "Dr MesyeGinauirer com ph 
^ Là : p imf 
Editor Chelo Banal- Chief of Correspondents Pam Pastor 


0 be EERE 


9 To be you" 


xd 


Continuing our tribute to wonderful places 
in the Philippines, this week we take you to 
Cebu, Camiguin and Bohol, Aren't we lucky to have 
over 7,000 beautiful islands to explore? 
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This Bohol resort 
is the ultimate summer 
fantasy with all the works 


By Irene C. Perez 
ICTURE THE TALCUM-SOFT WHITE (SEES, a 
pnm o cm | 
cool sea breeze on your skin an 
whiff of sea mist. Throw in gorgeous h 
and chocolates on your bed every night. 
Panglao is the ultimate summer fantasy with 
all the works. Your postcard-perfect paradise. 
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DIET BE DAMNED. Feast on fresh seafood 


and Boholano dishes on the beach. 


“Greenbelt 3 transported into an island.” 
Bohol allows for a more tranguil experi- 
ence, but it doesn’t mean less of a party. Tt 
means cleaner beaches, pristine sands and 
having your piña colada without someone 
smashing into you while catching his frisbee. 


Beach bomb 

"When in Panglao Nature Island Resort with 
friends, ask for а cabana overlooking the sea. 
Ah, the sea. Get a spotless mind off school ог 
office work while baking under the sun. The 
beach is а covelike short stretch. You can 
leisurely walk its entire length in minutes. 

Tf you had had enoughrof saltwater, there's 
the sparkling infinity pool (great for photo- 
ops for your Friendster account!) that melts 
into the sea. It has a Seahorse Pool 
Bar—shaped like but not inhabited by 
one—so that you can have your next piña co- 
lada without leaving the water. 

‘Some meters from the shore is a charming 
manmade islet. You can reach it by foot dur- 
ing low tide. If its high tide, you can either 
‘swim or get a ferry ride. 


EXTREME experience 


Nivea transformed the islet into a picni 
grove during lunch and a chill-out nook dur 
ing dinner. 


Games and cheers 

And whats the beach without summer 
games? Press peeps, models and actors battled 
it out in fun games like water polo, beach vol- 
Jeyball, bench sorters and kayak tug-of-war 

"The brawny ones like Paolo Paraíso, Anto- 

а and Wendell Ramos played 
andra de Rosi and Bubbles 
remained cuties even at play. 

Foreternal non-athletes ike me, well, I was 
a one-woman cheering squad for my team. 

"Think UAAP—pure screams, no drums. 
Good thing Nivea's marketing madame Rica 
Xing joined in the rally. 

Тог some "dry sport,” there's a game room 
where you can shoot some pool, play table 
tennis and darts. If you have more time and 
‘moolah, ask about scuba diving, cave diving, 
islané-hopping tours and kayaking activities. 
Snorkeling and windsurfing are availab! 
beach bums, too. 

If those activities are not enough, there's a 
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NIVEA transformed the manmade islet from a 


E, picnic grove during lunch to a party nook at night. 


BUFF up through water sports in Panglao. MODEL Bubbles Paraiso 


well-equipped gym, a winding jogging path 
and sauna for fitness junkies. 


Charming cabanas 
My cabana was far from the beach front, but 
you can always ask someone to drive you in a 
Tartto your room f you gt to tired from sports 
"The spacious high«celing, chatched-roof 
hut makes for a refreshing snooze. It has 
satellite TV so "American Idol" addicts won't 
miss an episode 
T loved the rocking chair to pieces, and the 
Î Jacuzzi at the balcony was perfect for a pri- 
vate dip. 
TE i gets too cold outside, run a bubble bath 
aromatic foaming oil, ight up some can- 
ез and soak in the bath tub instead. 
Being a “nature resort” preserved in its nat- 
ural glory, Panglao warns guests of fireflies, 
s, house lizards, frogs and pythons, 
_ though. 
T So don'tbe a bratif you happen to see bugs 
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‘CLOSE encounters of the pawikan kind 


The other side of 


and actor Luis Alandy chill 
out after a game. 


outside your room 

Asa treat, Cadbury chocolates were deliv 
ered in our room—a different kind every 
night, Tired from pseudo cheerleading, 1 
capped up the games with a calming massage 
using Nivea ofl at the makeshift spa. 

Nivea wrapped up the Bohol experience 
with the fun games awards night. The Loboc 
Children’s Choir performed during the 
farewell dinner, and now I know why these 
angels often make it to print and TV. 

‘The kids did three sets of songs and they 
left us dreamy with dropped jaws. I guess ev- 
eryone was so awed that almost all teams do. 
nated their prize money to ће choir. 

‘Again, it rained during our last night, but it 
didn't stop us from partying. Bubblies from 
Premier Wines and Spirits were served and 
everyone was tanned, tipsy and dancing—ba- 
Sically hanging on to our last night at the pre- 
cious island. 

Rain and all, we loved Bohol. 


E-mail the author at iperes@inquireicom ph 
Visit wiw.niven.com and www panglaois- 
landcom 
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Camiguin is as compelling 
as its famous lanzones 
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Summer Escapades: 
Boredom Busting Summe 


Speaker: 


By Christian B. Bautista 
250/1 Correspondent 


AMIGUIN, WITH ITS 
extravagant agricultural fes- 
tivals and its unique ances- 
tral homes, exudes an air of sereni- 
ty that seems to tum back the 
hands of time. 
ining its old-world charms despite 
scattered tinges of progress, Camiguin is a 
tion of the quintessential Filipino 
small town. In all respects, the island isa pic- 
turesque connection to the past 
However, beneath its calm exterior and at- 
tractive beaches lies an opportunity for 
‘venture that would prove formidable to even. 
the most experienced thrill seeker. With its 
treacherous hiking trails and beautiful dive 


nity to sunbathe. 

indeed, Camiguin did not get its moniker of 
“island bom of fire" for nothing. Prom a 
bird's-eye view (which is probably th 
perspective most travelers would see of фе 
place), it is obvious there is more to Camiguin 
than sandy beaches. 

Ts most noticeable quality is the abun- 
dance of volcanoes (seven), the most famous 
of which is Mt. Hibok-Hibok. This characteris- 
tichas been the town's primary source of lore, 
with the fame of the Sunken Cemetery and 
the haunting memorial for the town then 
known as Cotta Bato, both of which relate to 
Me. Vulcan Daan's explosion in 1871. 


Beautiful spots 
A journey to Camiguin would not be com- 
plete without getting your feet wet. The is- 


‹ 
BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


How to gel there: Three flights a wed trom 
Gebu via Sealr 

What to bring: Sunblock and footwear you 
wouldn't mind getting wet 

"What o do: Canyoning, rapelling, diving, 
snorkeling and surveying old ruins 
What to eat: Kilawing tanigue, piniato, 
pastel and lanzones 

‘What to buy: Local delicacies 

Other ps: you pian on doing more than 
hitting the beach, be sure to look for John- 
y's Diven Fun. 


land, with its proliferation of soft corals and 
solidified underwater lava formations, has 
some of the country's most beautiful diving 
spots. Most notable of these is White Island, а § 
white sandbar that changes its shape accord- 
ing to tide. 

‘Adventure-secking landlubbers, however, 
would not be left out with the arduous 
canyoning trail to Kitabawasan falls. The 
path, whieh culminates at the brink of the 
falls’ 160-merer drop, is highlighted by a 
thrilling "natural water slide." 

Less daring travelers would also find nu- 
merous places to visit. On top of the list would 
be Agohay, tbe island's most prominent sandy 
beach. The location is also known for its soda, 
cold and hot springs, some of which are told 
to have the ability to cure internal ailments. 

In addition, several historic churches can 
be found in different parts of the island. The 
most popular is to. Rosario in Sagay, which 
was built in 1882. 


a f x 


THEENTICING infinity pools cnerenez 


How to got there: Get a plane to Tagbilaran. 
Panglao Island es just opposite Tagbilaran 
City and is connected to Bohol via two 
bridges. tis a 15-minute trip by land from 
downtown Tagbilaran. and an hour-and-a- 
half terry ride from Cebu City. 

What to bring: All your basic beach stuff, 
Stock up on sunblock! if you wantto baskin 
the sun but have the “ayokong umitim” 
syndrome, bring along Nivea Sun fine ot 
whitening sunblocks for face and body with 
‘SPF 30 and 50. 

Nivea's Rica King promises you won't 
turn into toast even you bake for long peri- 
ods. Nivea Sun Face Sunblock Whitening 
Cream and Nivea Sun Whitening Sunblock 
Lotion protect your skin, so you dont have 
to worry even ifs your debut next week 

if you prefer a golden tan, spritz on Nivea 
Sun бї Spray t has jojoba oil that moistur- 
izes skin for an even, rich color. 

What to do: A sorts of water sports, so 
don't forget your aqua shoes and beach 
gear, 

What to eat: Filipino, Continental and Orien- 
tal dishes are served in the restaurant. You 
can have your meals in the gazebo with full 
view ofthe s 

What to buy: The Bohol classic Peanut Kiss- 
өз now has spin-offs—peanut cookles, 
 choco-peanut cookies, peanut pastillas 
urones de mani, peanut bars practically 
everything peanut-laced. Is cheaper to buy 
"em at the grocery of Bohol Quality, the. 
nearest local mall 


forkids. 


THIS Panglao resort boasts of cozy 
cabanas, as well as a swing and play area 
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SIT UR SING ALONG AND ROOT FOR 
your idols, but make sure you pay atten- 
tion when you watch “American Ido!” on 
Star World tonight, because 2bUI is giv- 
ing away exclusive, limited-edition 
"American Idol” goodies to three fans 
who can answer the following questions 
correctly about tonight’ show: 

1. What will Eliot Yamin sing? 

2. Who will be the first singer to per- 
form tonight? 

3. What will Katherine McPhee wear 
during her performance? 

"Three ‘American Idol" fans who e-mail 
their answers first to starworidameri- 
canidol on 2bu@yahoo.com wil win a 
limited-edition ‘American Idol” shower ra- 
dio pack anda CD holder each! The winners’ 
names will be revealed in next Wednesday's 
issue of 250, along with a fresh batch of 
questions you should watch out for! 

“American Idol" airs live on Star 
World at 5 p.m. today, with primetime 
telecasts at 8 pm. and 11: 


Collect specially marked wrappers of M&M's® chocolate candies & exchange them for 
> ^ FREE M&M’s® powercards at any Timezone outlet nationwide! 
Want more FUN?! - These powercards are re-loadable! 


To claim your special edition powercards simply buy specially marked packs of MEM'S® chocolate candies & surrender 
et nationwide. Refer to the chart below to avail of this special offer. 


the marked wrappers in any Timezone out! 


Collect any of the following 

M&M's? wrappers: | 
+ 6 (40g) packs оЁМ&М%® | 
+ 3 (100g) packs of M&M’s® | 
+ 2(200g) packs of M&M's | 
+ 1(202.5g) pack of M&M's? | 
+1 (240g) pack of M&M's® | 


BEST 


* Valid on"yellow-swiper" games 
only, "Yellow-swiper" games are 
normally priced at P10-P20. 
Your powercard allows you 3 
swipes on "yellow-swiper" 
arcade games. 


Your promo powercard will not È 


be honored when swiped in 
"red-swiper" and"blue-swiper" 


D » 
COPY AVAILABLE 


2637-48-90 


The premiere city of the 
South has lots to offer in 
charm, chow and crafts 


L 


Cebu 


buys an 


Text and photos by Katrina Yap 
2ЫЛ Correspondent 


Fast decision. 10-year fixed. 
Rock-bottom rates. 
We bring your new home closer. 


FEE =e 
bos 

10.25% 
11.00% 
11.25% 
11.50% 


12.00% 


Р10,322 
Р10,493 
Р10,665 
Р11,011 


IH Rates apply опу for new term loan releases and purpose is acquisition, 
Rats or financing. Rates are subject to change without prior notice 
++ For every loan amount of P1,000,000 for 20 years 


Call 945-8772 or text PSBANK HOME AD. 
Ci enal dieses ten send to 391-7 
RE lobe and other usen 


yoyr пате» <your landline pos» 
Sar ЭТН? 


HE LAST TIME TWAS IN CEBU WAS FOR 
the Sinulog Festival. The piace was burst- 
vg with activities: The major malls were. 
There were concerts and parties every 


resturants 

“Thousands joined the procession of the Mirac- 
vious Image of Santo Niño, and the grand parade 
the following day was attended by swarms of peo- 
Hie traveling by foot, braving е unforgiving sun. 

“Taf was erre. According to the locals, that 
wasnt ypial and was only due to the volume of 
Tourists fom in and out ofthe coun taking part 
inthe fees 

"he Dest hotels within the diy were Му 
booked. My companions and I ended up saying 
im a horel in Guadalupe. T had not been to 
Guadalupe before, so it helped that we bad hired 
2 vehicle and a driver to take us around, 

“Given the timing of our visit, our wip centered 
on Sinulog related actives. Bur since | was vav- 
ing wih a group of giris, was understood we 
fado make me for shopping, Twas also blessed 
because thy didn't have any qualms about pig- 
Eng out, and we ate to our hears content (рег. 
eps the highlight ofthe wip). 

Teer designer Happy David happened to be 
in Ceu бел for business: She showed us around 
for a day and gave us a lst of places to visitas she 
couldnt accompany us ali thoughout our say 
Sel, we edt even ger to see a quarter of the 
теши, cafés and stores she recommended 

Tiere are some of бет, ls а few good ones 
we came across on our own- 


Abaseria Deli and Resto Café 
39-В Cong. Noel St, Villa Aurora, Cebu City 
Abaseria is a homey deli and resto café that 


serves mostly Filipino food. The servings are quite 


AHHCHOO! -free 
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IFESTYLE 


SOMETHING smells fishy. Mountains of dried 
fish line the Tabo-an public market. 


small, but the foods really good. Ty the adobo- 
style bangus belly (P175), Filipinostyle humba 
(P125), baked ribs with ginger (P110), and tofu 
with organic mushroom (P175). The suman and 
lati with coco jam are superb. 

Abaseria also sells accessories and home ac- 
cents, among them beaded necklaces (P80) and 
bangles (P30-P100). 

Cni Lechon 
J. Luna St, Mabolo (across SM Cebu) 

You cant go to Cebu without tasting Cn Le- 
chon, which is just across SM Cebu. For less than 
P600, there was more than enough lechon, 
chicharon bulaklak, rice and drinks to feed fve 
gis 


Goodah Gud 
935-8 Salinas Drive, Lahug, Cebu City 

"The food took forever to arrive at Goodah Gud, 
but all was forgiven with its tasty dishes: fresh and 
baked oses (PAVO) and calamari 
(P55/1008). The prawns and baticolon werent 
bad ether 


Kaona Grill 
Ayala, Cebu City 
Ап al fresco resto, Kaona is a very relaxing 


KAONA Gril's 
busy kitchen 
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MUST-TRY suman and latik 


place to enjoy a meal. Food is cheap, too: 
Spareribs and rice cost P75, while dalandan juice 
isonly P20. 


"Tabo-an Public Market 

Searching for pasalubong? Head to the Tübo an. 
Public Market. Here's where one of the gir des- 
релше search for danggit ended (I, on the other 
"and, was on the hunt for Carcar chicharon. 1 also 
got my chicharon, plus dried mangoes and ойр, 
from the market) 


Pan Arts 
P Remedio St. Banilad, Mandaue City 

Pan Arts is another accessories haven. Dont let 
the exterior fool you. It may bea factory but inside 
are fashion accessories being sold at 50-percent 
‘off. Necklaces went for P20, and а pair of earings 

(you read thar right). Timing is important. 

when shopping here. When you see something 
you like, grab it, as there are only limited stocks. 


Avatar, Bellavista Hotel 
M.L. Quezon Highway, Lapu-Lapu City 
Mactan, Cebu 

Ү you lie quirky kikay bags and accessories, 
don't leave for Manila without dropping by The 
Bellavista Hotel along the M.L. Quezon Highway 
(ёз on the way to the airport). Inside is Avatar, а 
showroom of accessories for export. Bags are 
priced at P300 and up. The other suf, however, 
fare quite pricey. No haggling here, but I gave in 
and shelled out P490 for a bracelet reminiscent of 
Candy Land. 


Email the author atrii manila com ph 


| suffering from allergic rhinitis? Giselle Sanchez shares tips on how to stay AHHCHOO-free. 


How to get there: By air or sea. А sea trip from Manila о Cebu takes 
18-22 hours. But that allows you to spend quality time with your com- 
panions, and could prove to be another adventure altogether. 

‘What lo bring: Cash. There are may be alot of ATMs and most es- 
tablishments do accept credit cards, but t's stil best to transact in cash 
when in Cebu. Imagine the hassle should your card get captured by an 
ATM machine. Youll also need cash when buying from flangges and 
markets. 

Camera, I's a travel essential. 

Map. A must-bring if you don't have friends from Cebu who can 
show you around. 

Walch. You'l lose track of time when you're having fun! 

Your cell phone, charger, extra battery. Whether you're traveling wit 
a big or smal group, you and your buddies might decide on spliting up 
апа just meeting up again, especially i you have different "goals" (®, 
Shopping, tood-tripping, exploring, ete), You’ need a cellphone so 
‘you сап keep in touch while exploring by yoursel. 

‘Comfortable shoes. There's a lot of walking around during shoppin 
ortours. 

Fip flops. Not ай hoteis provide slippers for their guests. 

Swimsuits. Cebu has clean and beautiful beaches, especially In Mar 
tan. 

‘What to do: Revisit history by checking out Magellan's Cross, the 
Taoist Temple, Fort San Pedro, the Chapel of the Last Supper, Magel- 
Jan's Monument, the Lapu-lapu Shrine... the ist goes on. 

{Goto the beach. Engage п various water sports and activities, or 
Just chil. 

‘Go shopping. Be onthe lookout for sale events. 

‘What o eat: Seafood, inihaw, lecho. chicharon, dried mangoes 
fresh and dried fruits 

What to buy: Check out hand-crafted souvenirs and accessories. I^ 
you're into music, look for a good guitar in Lapu-lapu. Don't forget th 
pasalubong! 

Other tips: Pack light. 
around the corer. 

Pig outi But don't forget to brush your teeth! During the last Sinul 
Oral-B had doctors from the UP College Dentistry conducting fee 
‘check-ups through a roving coaster and a booth within Metro Ayala. 
People were eating huge amounts of food with the fiesta as an excuse 
/ "What better opportunity to renforce oral health care? 

Р. Rent a venicisrlver if you don't have somebody to show you 
( Benady'™ around. This way, you don't lose time when moving from one place 1o 


 AHHCHOÓ! Comedienne Gisele Sanchez awake 
breezes trough the day without nagging sneezes 


Comedienne Giselle 
Sanchez can't afford to be 
bothered by allergic rhinitis. 
As a sought-after corporate 
show host, singer, actress 
wife, and mother, her 
schedule is packed—end 
dealing with the bothersome 
symptoms of allergic rhinitis 
is no laughing matter. 

A Closer Look at Allergic 
Rhinitis 

‘Allergic rhinitis happens 
when there is swelling in 
the nose ling or nasal 
membrane caused Бу 
exposure lo allergens 
such as house dust mites, 
polen, animal dander, or 
pollution. When inhaled by 
alergic persons, allergens 
are substances that trigger 
the symptoms of allergic 
rhinitis such as sneezing, 
runny nose and itchy, watery 
eyes. 

A person who suffers from 
allergic rhinitis may sneeze 
repeatedly. The sneezing 
usually follows a pattern 
and may occur almost dally, 
especially upon waking up 
in the morning. 

Airborne elements such 
as cigarette smoke and 
strong perfume scents can 
aggravate symptoms of 
allergic rhinitis. 

Research shows that a 
number of allergic rhinitis 
suferers confuse thelr 


effort to keep him neat and clean 
by giving him regular baths,” 
shares Giselle. 

Remember that allergic rhinitis 
is diferent from „the common 
colds. Gisele narrates: “I didn't 
know the term allergic rhinitis 
unti | had myself examined by а 
doctor. Ай this time 1 thought | just 
had colds.” As a resull, Giselle 
ook medication for colds, which 
expectedly did not relieve her 
allergic rhinitis symptoms, 

relief from the 
ms of allergic 
medication 
formulated юг 
aen тайв, Юе Benadryl 
АН (Diphenhydramine НО) 
capsule. With Benadyi АН 
(Diphenhydramine Но) capsule, 
Giselle is able to breeze through 
her many roles without the 
bothersome symptoms of allergic 
rhinitis such as sneezing, runny 
nose and Itchy watery eyes. 


thins wih а 
specifically 


Should you forget something the malls Jut 
Diphenhydramine | 
Ryerocniotce 
Benadryl*AH 


condition with the common. 
colds and as such, self 
medicate with common 
colds remedies. 
Helpful Tips 

Help control the effects 
оГ allergic rhinitis and its 
bothersome symptoms 
by cleaning your homes 
regularly, especially your 
beddings. This helps 


minimize the amount of 
house dust mite droppings 
in your home environment 
which is a major trigger of 
allergic reactions. 

Pets must be kept 
well-groomed. 1 have а 
Totweler named Frodo. 
Since | discovered | have 
alergio hints, | have 
made а more conscious 


another. This aiso decreases chances o! you getting lost. Request fo + 
diver who can converse in English or Tagalog If you don't speak Ce- 
бало. 

лп а непа. An adventure is much more enjoyable when with 
‘company (it also helps f your companion speaks Cebuano because 
he/she wil be able to haggle when you're shopping!) 

Keep yoursei hydrated, Always bring a bottle (or two) of water wi 
you. 

Enjoy tha tripl Try not to see your itinerary as a to-do checklist, Don t 
rush activities just forthe purpose of accomplishing them. Use your 
itinerary as a mere gulde. 


Proven Rellef from 
Allergic Rhinitist 


Read laboi directions careful. It 
symptoms persist, consult your doctor: 


